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PREFACE 



TO 



THE SECOND EDITION. 



The following pages were written with the design 
of directing the attention of the various bodies of 
religionists in England to the benefits, which might 
be expected to ensue both to their several Churches 
and to the nation at large, from the establishment 
of a University free from all sectarian distinctions. 
In aiming at this object, the Author was induced to 
enter much more fully than he at first intended into 
the consideration of the plan on which such an In- 
stitution might be formed; and he the rather 
indulged himself in this pleasing inquiry, because 
it appeared that no work had been published in the 
English language, containing any collected details of 
facts, or any general examination of this highly 
interesting question. 

Although the project of the *VUniversity of Lon- 
don" was formed while the thoughts of the Author 
were engaged upon the present subject, yet, having 
had no opportunity of communicating with the dis- 
tinguished promoters of that enlightened and patri- 
otic scheme, he did not presume or attempt to discuss 
their measures specifically, and had a view to the 
wants of the North and of the West of England 
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rather than of the Metropolis. But since that great 
institution has been in the mean time commenced^ 
and now asks for public suppcart, it becomes proper 
to notice the particulars in which it differs from the 
plan here delineated. The ensuing work supposes a 
national University to be instituted under the 
patronage* of the Government, with a Royal Charter, 
and with the usual privilege of conferring Degrees. 
Hence the funds of the University are supposed to 
h& raised in the first instance by donations, the con- 
trolling power is conceived to be vested in the 
Founders, and Graduates in the course of time to 
unite with the Founders in electing a Council to 
direct its concerns. It is understood, that his Ma- 
jesty's Ministers were unwilling to extend the desire^ 
advantages to the new institution in London, and 
hence its friends were obliged to accommodate their 
plan to the circumstances in which they were placed. 
Instead of assuming to act as a Corporate Body, they 
have formed themselves into a voluntary associatian ; 
and the supreme power, instead of belonging to 
Founders, whose interest would cease with their 
lives, is principally vested in Proprietors, whose 
rights may be transferred by bequest or otherwise. 

The course of studies, described in the 6th section 
of the following work, may require modification 
under the circumstances of the new institution in 
London ; and in particular it may be recommended, 
that the students should be engaged for a longer 
period in learning Pure Mathematics, which will 
only require a proportionate abridgment of those 
studies of the First Philosophical Class, which are 
supposed in the Author's scheme to fill up the re-- 
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mainder of the session. But, whether sueh an esta^ 
blisbment be constituted a University by charter, or 
formed upon the plan of a voluntary agreement 
among individuals, it appears highly desirable that 
it should present to the student a course of instrm-r 
turn adapted in general to occupy his time with the 
greatest advantage during the period of his academi? 
cal education, and that his successful and honorable 
termination of the prescribed course should be eerti* 
fied, as is regularly doue in the Belfast Academical 
Institution, by a testimonial which may, as fax as 
possible, supply the place of a degree. Perhaps also 
it may be proper, that those who obtain such testi- 
monials should be entitled to permanent privileges 
in connection with the establishment. If the design 
of the new institution in London shall be fulfilled, 
certificates to this effect may become equally valu^ 
able in the eyes of the world with the diplomas 
granted by the chartered Universities. 

Since the following work was first offered to the 
public, the Author has had the opportunity of re* 
considering its arguments, its proposals, and its state^ 
ments, and he embraces the present occasion to make 
whatever corrections have suggested themselves. A 
journey through Italy has also afforded him the 
means of comparing the Universities of that country 
with our own. He had there occasion to admire the 
extensive and well-arranged plan of study for the 
learned professions, and also for agriculturists, archi- 
tects, surveyors, and engineers, which is pursued in 
the ancient Universities of Padua and Pavia, and 
which is rendered effective by a regular system of 
discipline. He was likewise enabled to confirm the 
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observations, tvhich he had made in his 1 4th section, 
respecting the omission of the study of Theology in 
many Continental Universities. He found that, sinc^ 
by a decree of the 4th Lateran Council under Inno- 
cent III, and by other enactments, sufficient provi- 
sion had been made for the education of the clergy 
in Seminaries, the Theological Faculty formed in 
general no part of the original constitution of Uni- 
versitieSf but was subsequently added to the Facul- 
ties of Law, Medicine, and Liberal Arts. He 
learnt, that at Pavia it was abolished very recently ; 
and he read a program exhibited in the Schools at 
Padua, which declares, that the Emperor of Austria 
** by a Resolution dated the 27th of January last has 
granted, that the Lyceum of Insbruck should be 
transformed into a Univeirsity, with the right of 
creating Doctors in Philosophy and in Law." Thus 
the academical history of Europe, from first to last, 
establishes the fact, that theological instruction, in- 
stead of being, as many persons in England are apt 
to believe, the principal aim of Universities, is in 
reality that very department of learning, which is 
the least essential to their constitution. 

The manner of examining the students in the 
University of Padua may be mentioned as perhaps 
preferable to that which is adopted at Glasgow, and 
which is described in the Author's 7th section. At 
Padua no interval occurs between the lecture and the 
hour of examination. Each class assembles for one 
hour, one hour and half, or two hours, as specified every 
year in a printed prospectus. The Professor occupies 
part of this time in lecturing, and the other part in 
what is called " repetition," that is, in questioning 
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the students, in hearing them read from their notes, 
and in recapitulating the former lecture. This me- 
thod is pursued in the medical ^nd juridical classes aa 
well as in those which are attended by less adiranced 
students. 

At Turin and Genoa there are two Professordb^s^ 
the design of which might probably be copied with 
great advantage in this country. The one is entitled 
the Professorship o/* Greek and Roman, and tibe 
other the Professorship of Italian eloquence* It is the 
office of those who fill these departments to explam 
the principles of oratory and criticism, to illustrate 
them respectively by the history of either Greek and 
Roman, or of Italian Literature, and to exercise the 
students in writing and in speaking, so as to lead 
them to excel in their future professional employ«» 
ments. Another chair, which exists in many of the 
continental universities, and which might be very 
useful among us also, is that of ArcJuBology, relating 
to the study of Greek and Roman antiquities. 

But that, in which we ought above all things to 
copy continental nations, is the absence of religious 
tests. It was not without feelings of shame for his 
country and for his principles as a Protestant, that 
the Author coidd prosecute his inquiries relative to 
this point. Conversing with an eminent professor of 
theology at Sienna upon the regulations of the Uni- 
versity, he asked, an patet omnibus vestra acade' 
mia? The answer was, Patet omnibus. — Etiam 
hceretids atque Judms ? The Professor repUed, 
Imo, hiereticis et Jud^eis. The Author further 
asked. Usque ad greidus capessendos ? The Pro- 
fessor immediately Answered, as if surprised and 
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somewhat indignant at the question. Usque ad lau^ 
ream. At Padua the Author was informed, that 
there are about 50 Jews actually studying in the 
University, chiefly with . a view to the profession of 
medicine, in which individuals of that class often 
attain great celebrity, and that they are excused from 
attending lectures on their sabbath. In like manner 
tibd sfdendid and flourishing University of Pavia is 
open to all students without distinction of sect or 
eountry; Jews, Greeks, and Brazilians now study 
there. In short, what Forsyth says of Pisa, may be 
applied to the Italian Universities generally ; ** That 
excluding spirit which prevails in other Universities 
18 here unknown* No religion is proscribed. All 
degrees, except in divinity and canonical law, are open 
to heretics and Jews." How long shall England be 
Ae (ml/ff tamitry on the face of the earthy which is 
sdbject to the reproach implied in these remarks ? 

January 1> 1827* 
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ADVANCEMENT 



or 



ACADEMICAL EDUCATION 

IN ENGLAND. 



8£CT. L-^Wmt of additioHoi Means qf Acade- 
mical Education in England^ free from the Be- 
strictians ofRdigkms Tests. 

Various eircumstances have reoelatly contributed 
to dmw the pubBe attention to the present atate of 
Academical Education in England, and to the means 
of its extension and improvemwt On the termina- 
tion of the long struggle of this country with Napo- 
letm, the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, and 
those also of Edinburgh and Gli^qw, b^an to 
overflow with studrats, whose aims w^re necessarily 
diverted from naval and military enterprizes to the 
avocations of peace. The increasing population of 
the country, its flourishing condition, and, still more, 
its intellectual character and moral i»re-eminence, seem 
to demand, that additional oj^portunities should be 
presented for the cultivation of those hberd pursuits, 
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without which q>ulence and ease are useless, if jiot 
dangerous, to nations no less than to individuals. 
The impulse, given to the public mind, extends itself 
through every order of the state ; and, since more 
abundant means than ever are now in operation for 
the diffusion of knowledge among the poor, it is but 
just that something should be done in like manner for 
the rich ; and indeed it is necessary to the preservation 
of their due influence in society, that they should be 
at least as familiar with the various departments of 
science as their dependants and inferiors in rank. 
Whilst, therefore, almost every large town has its 
Artisans' Library and Mechanics' Institute, it ap- 
pears desirable that the sources of instruction should 
be open with equal, or rather with still greater 
liberality to those, among whom literary occupation 
is more requisite in proportion ^to their exemption 
from the necessity of daily and manual labour. At 
the present period also, the enlightened views of the 
government are generally acknowledged to accord 
with the spirit of improvement which pervades the 
nation, and, more especially, the accomplished and 
Kberal mind of the Sovereign himself cannot but be 
r^arded as eminently adapted to raise the hopes of 
the friends of science and intellectual advancement. 
On the accession of his present Majesty to the throne, - 
it was well observed by .the noble Secretary of Stat^ 
who moved the Address of Condolence and Gongratu- 
Ution, that, " as there was nothing of military glory 
left to be achieved, he trusted his Majesty would 
snatch the only remaining laurel by cultivating the 
arts of peace, and by pui^uing a course marked by 
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policy, justice, and moderation/'^ The time seems 
now to be arrived, when these expectations niay re^ 
ceivd their fiilfilment in measures, beyond all others 
adapted to gratify the noblest desires of the en- 
lightened friends of their country and of mankind ; 
and, as the reign of his htte Majesty i^ras rendered 
illustrious by a far greater progress than was ever 
made within the same space of time in Chemistry, 
Astronomy, Geography, and many other important 
sciences^ the reign of George IV may receive 'its 
brightest and most imperishable glory from the 
establishment of new institutions for the instnlction 
of the youth of the nation in all those branches of 
knowledge, which have recently attained so high a 
degree of maturity. 

It would be a mere waste of words to insist upon 
the importance of academical education to those, 
whose circumstances admit of it. The design of th^ 
present publication is to inquire how this object may 
be best attained. It is probable, that the disposition 
6f mankind to tread without si^cient reflection in 
the steps of their predecessors may manifest itself, 
even where the vigour of the intellect is especially 
wanted, because it is to be applied to purely intellectual 
subjects; and there is ground for apprehension, that^ 
as the Universities of Paris, Bologna, and Salamanca, 
which are the oldest in Europe, were taken as the 
models of all similar establishments, and as the very 
last academical institution formed in the British 

* See the Courier and Morning Chronicle for February 18^ 
1S20. 
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dominions, BisBop's College at Calcutta, has been 
erected, even under the greatest possible difference of 
circumstances, upon the precise plan of the Colleges 
at Cambridge, so the priejudices and attachments of 
youth may dispose some individuals to approve of the 
servile imitation of our existing Universities, instead 
of inquiring what methods of instruction are the best 
in themselves, and the most suitable to the advanced 
state of knowledge and society in the present age. 
The founders of a new English university would now 
appear utterly ridiculous in the eyes of the civilized 
world, were they to copy the antiquated forms of 
those seminaries, which sprung up when Europe 
first began to emerge from the lowest depths of igno* 
ranee. They may fairly consider themselves as 
entitled, on the ground of that very love of instruc- 
tion, which caDs forth their efforts, and still more on 
the ground of all the additional light, supplied by 
five hundred years of experience and of growing 
knowledge and intellectual cultivation, to deliberate 
for themselves upon the best plan of academical 
education, to select from differently constituted bodies 
whatever recommends itself to their acceptance, or to 
adopt methods altogether new ; and thus, instead of 
copying the decrepitude of ancient institution's, they 
may show them how to become young again, and at 
the same time may exhibit an original model for suc- 
ceeding establishments.. The design, therefore, of 
the following pages is to suggest to the friends of the 
object in view the principal considerations, which may 
assist them in adopting the most eligible scheme for 
carrying that object into effect," not regarding ex- 
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clusively what is done either in the English, the 
Scotch, or the foreign universities, but endeavouring 
to discover what is most useful and rational in each of 
them, and, above all, what is required by the wants 
and capacities of youth, and more particularly what 
is suited to the present condition of the English "^ 
nation. 

The first principle to be laid down in forming the 
plan of a new English university, is the absence of 
religious tests as the means of access to its ad^ 
vantages. The object should be to establish a 
seminary for the purpose of affording the best instruc- 
tion in the languages, the arts, and the sciences, and 
not for the purpose of inculcating any particular' 
system of theological opinions, or of cherishing an ex- 
clusive attachment to any form of worship, or to any 
one sect or party. Every honour or advantage, which 
the two existing Universities have to bestow, instead 
of being accessible to the people of England, is con- 
fined to the members of the Established Church. 
Thus one half of the nation, consisting of Jews, 
Catholics, and the various classes of Dissenters, are 
obliged either to leave their country in order to obtain 
an academical education, or to be satisfied with the 
imperfect advantages of the private seminaries sup- 
ported by the adherents of their several denominations. 
At Cambridge it has been thought inexpedient to 
oblige those, who cannot be supposed to have studied 
dogmatical theology, to make a profession of their 
faith in particular tenets. Nothing more, therefore, is 
required than a declaration before taking any degree. 
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that they are '^ bond fide members of the Church of 
England." At Oxford, subscription to the Thirty- 
nine Articles is required from the young men both at 
their first entrance and on taking degrees ; and the 
tutors are especially enjoined to instruct all theii: 
pupils in the doctrines of those Articles, and to do 
their utmost to induce them to eonform to the Church 
of England.* Also, the Act of Uniformity, 13 and 
14 Charles 11. c. 4, besides other provisuHis of a 
similar tendency, requires that no form of prayer^ or 
administration of sacraments or ceremonies, shall b^ 
used in either of these Universities, unless in accord^ 
anee with the Book of Ctoimon Prayer of the Churdi 
of England. Thus the conscientious dissidents of 
every class, whose most ardent hopes and virtuotts 
feelings are interested in the'endeavour to bring up 
their sons so as to become useful and honourable 



* Excerpta e Stat. Univ. Oxon. tit. ii. § 8; iii. § 2; sec. v. ix. § 
3. 5. See also tit. ix. secv ii. § S^ where^ according to a statute 
recently enacted^ the four public examiners of candidates, for the 
first degree are adj^ured to ren^ember, ^^ That « ddicieney in this 
mo$t Sj^rlous inatt^r cannot be con^tpensated by any other merits 
whatsoever." By another statute (tit. xvi. § 12.) all members of 
the University^ of whatsoever degree or condition^ are forbidden, 
on pain of a line of 6b. 8d. for the first oifence, of twice that sum> 
togethar with a reproof from the Vice-ChiMic^r, &/2. for th^ 
sepmiid, ai^d of expulsion from the Universily for the third, to 
have any communication whatsoever wUh any society {euUibei 
tsiortan cestui) of dissidents frqpi the doctrine or discipline of the 
Church of England, or to be present at any sermon or religious 
service except in places consecrated or licensed by the Bishops of 
that Church.. This statute was passed in Convocation, Dec 6th, 
1803, 
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members of the state, are constrained to look in vaiii 
to those splendid halls of learning, which are open 
to those^ who are not more than their equals in 
rank, wealth, and character, but to them only on 
condition that they violate what they conceive to 
be their duty. 

Nor is there any reason to hope, that the plan of 
the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge will in this 
respect be altered. Even a relaxaiion of the present 
law would not satisfy the wishes of the high-minded 
Catholic or Dissenter, who would rather relinqfuish 
their proffered advantages altogether than send hiiS 
son to partake of them by stealth, or only in the 
scanty proportion conceded to him as the member of 
a d^raded caste. But the two Universities have 
hitherto betrayed no tendency to enlarge in any de- 
gree the terms of admittance. If such a measure 
could be expected in either of them, it would be in 
the University of Cambridge. Yet, when it was 
proposed a very few years ago to admit the accom- 
plished President of the Linnaean Society to deliver 
lectures on Botany, a majority of the tutors united 
to oppose the scheme, and signed their names, eighteen 
in number, to the following declaration : — ^* We, the 
undersigned Tutors of Colleges, beg leave respect- 
fully to express to the Vice-Chancellor, that we de- 
cidedly disapprove of our pupils attending the public 
lectures of any person, who is neither a member of the 
University, nor a member of the Church of England.*' 
In vindication of this measure, the Rev. Dr. Monk, 
the Dean of Peterborough, who was then a Fellow 
and Tutor of Trinity College, and Regius Professor 

d by Google 
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of Greek, appeared as the organ of his associates, and 
published a pamphlet containing these words.: — 
'* Bigotry or intolerance in anj shape is not only 
foreign to my feelings, but is an object of my perfect 
abhorrence. The Dissenters I sincerely respect for 
their sincerity, and deeply lament their conscientious 
separation from us. At the same time I shall mt 
conceal my decided conviction, that it is our duty^ so 
long as that disagreement continues, to keep the 
doors of the Universities closed against tJiemr* 

Whether this decision be correct is a question, 
which it is quite unnecessary here to discuss* Let it 
be admitted, that the Universities of Oxford and 
Cambridge ought for ever to be appropriated, as they 
now are, to the sole use and benefit of the Church of 
England. The principal object pursued in them is 
the education of d^gymen to officiate in that church. 
Perhaps it may be expedient, that the young ioaen, 
designed for this most important purpose, should- be 
preserved from the contamination supposed to be in- 

* See Considerations respecting Cambridge^ &c. by Sir J. E. 
Smithy A.D. 1818; and, A Vindication of the University of 
Cambridge from the Reflections of Sir J. £. Smith, by the Rev. J. 
H. Monk, B.D., &c. 

Mr. G/ Dyer has very recently renewed the attempt, so often 
made both by argument and by remonstrance, to induce the 
existing Universities, and Cambridge more particularly, to abolish 
subacriptioii to the Thirty-nine Articles. See his DtsserUUio 
GeneraUsy sive Episkjla Lileraria/VirU Academicis, prcBsertim 
ad CaiiUabrigiam commoranttbus, humiUime oblata, voL ii. of his 
Privileges of the University of Cambridge. Londony 1824. It 
remains for the public to see whether this '' humble " address, 
which is certainly most respectful, and very argumentative and 
cogent, will be sviccessfuL 
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cident to familiar intercourse at a susceptible and 
perilous age with Jews, Catholics, and Dissenters^ 
and from the possibility of entertaining doubts re- 
'specting those doctrines, which they are destined in 
after life to proclaim and defend. But, while pro- 
vision is made upon so ample and magnificent a scale 
for this great religious community, some portion of 
the same honours and advantages ought certainly to 
be accessible to the rest of the nation : nor ought 
England, which has always made liberty its boast, 
which has now for some hundred years asserted the 
principles of toleration, which has been the refiige of 
the oppressed and the sanctuary of the persecuted, 
and which has attained so great a pre-eminence in 
scientific and literary pursuits, to be the only nation 
in the civilized world, which is without a university 
open to all classes of the people. 

If we look back to past events, in order to ascertain 
whether the continuance of the present exclusive 
system of academical education is required by the 
principles of the constitution, or by the spirit and 
sentiments of the EngUsh nation, we shall find 
abundant testimonies in favour of the scheme of com- 
prehension which is now proposed. On . the one 
hand, we shall discover the decrees of our most arbi- 
trary monarchs establishing the present law in unison 
with the prevailing dispositions of the Universities ; 
and, on th6 other hand, the declarations of the Com- 
mons of England in Parliament, their grants of 
money, and the charters of various Sovereigns since 
the revolution, all proving, that it is competent to the 
supreme authority to bestow the highest academical 
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honours without r^sutl to sectarian distinctiotie* 
The imposition of a theological test was first ^forced 
upon all graduates at Cambridge, in obedience to 
the wiU of James I. Being at Newmarket in 1616^ 
he caused his pleasure to be signified to the Univerraty 
by the Bishop of Windiester, who sent, together with 
the strict directions of His Majesty, the fdlowing 
letter. 

" To the Right Worshipful Dr. HiU, Master of 
Catherine Hall, and Vice Chancellor of Cam- 
bridge. 

" Good Mr. Vice Chancellor, 
'^ I have sent you His M^esty's hand to his own 
directions. I think you have no precedent, that ever 
a king, first with his own mouth, then with his own 
hand, gave such directions; and therefore you shall 
do very well to keep that writing curiously, and the 
directions religiously, and to give His Majesty a good 
account of them carefully; whiph I pray God you 
may ; and so with my love to yourself, and the rest of 
the heads, I commit you to Go^. From court, this 
12th day of December, I6l6. 

" Your very loving friend, 

"James Winton." * 



* Neal's History of the Puritans; Dyer's History of tiie Uni- 
versity of Cambridge^ vol. i. p. 99 — 101, loid Privileges of Cam-* 
bridge, voL i. p. 347, 459, 550 ; Free Thoughts on the Subject 
of Reformation, &:c. published by Benjamin Dawson, LL. D. 
Rector of Burgh, 1771, p. 215, %\^\ Works of John Jebb, M. Dl 
vol. i. p. 203— 206. 
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Under the mgn o£ his present Majesty we may be 
assured that, however the heads of the Colleges 
might be inclined to receive a similar qommnnication^ 
no attempt would be made by such methods either to 
challenge their gratitade^ or to exerdse their submis- 
sion. The order of James I. was fmrther enforced in 
1629» by his son, Charles I. In opposition to these 
ineasures, the House of Commons in January 1641 
resolved, that the statute, imposing upon young scho- 
lars subseriptioh to the declaration of conformity, ** is 
against the law aiid liberty of the subject, and ought 
not to be pressed upon any student or graduates 
whatsoever." * They afterwards passed a resolution 
to the same ^ect, in relation* to the University of 
Oxford-t 

The cdebrated Act of Uniformity was passed soon 
after the restoration. In addition to its other enact- 
ments, it required a declaration of conformity to the 
Liturgy of the Church of England from every 
maimer or other head, fellow, chaplain^ or tutor, and 

* Rushworth, v. iv. p. 149. 

t Very different from the tenour of the subscription imposed by 
the Stuarts is the oath prescribed in the statutes given by Queen 
Elizabeth to Trinity College^ Cambridge^ to be taken by the 
fellows on their adnussion ;, '^ I> N. N. do swear and proviise in 
the presence of God, that I will heartily and steadiGastly adharo 
to the true religion of Christy and will prefer the authority of 
Holy Scripture before the opinions of men ; that I will make the 
word of God the rule of my faith and practice, and look upon 
other things, which ax«e not proved out of the word of God, as 
human only ; that I will readily and with all my power oppose 
doctrines contrary to the word of God ; that, in matters of reli^ 
gion, I will prefer truth before custom, what is written before 
what is not written," &c. — See Clarke's Scripture Doctrine of the 
Trinity, Introduction, p. xiii, xiv. ^ . 
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from every public professor or reader in either of the 
two universities, or in any college, hall, house of 
learning, or hospital; from every schoolmaster, keeping 
any public or private school } and from every person 
teaching any youth in any house or private family. 
The Act of Toleration, passed immediately after the 
revolution, and the Act of 19 George III. c. 44. 
framed to relieve dissenting ministers and school- 
masters, with various other legislative measures, prove, 
that the cruel penalties and unjust restrictions of the 
laws of the Stuarts are no longer to be regarded as 
consonant to the principles and spirit of our free con- 
stitution. Even at the very time, when the House of 
Commons refused to receive, the petition of 250 cler- 
gymen and others for relief from subscription to the 
Thirty-nine Articles, the practice was condemned so 
far as the Universities were concerned in it. The 
debate took place on the 6th of February, 1772. 
Mr. Lee, afterwards Solicitor General, was present, 
and his interesting account of it, in a letter to a 
friend, is preserved.* He says, " Nobody but Sir 
Roger Newdigate (M.P. for the University of Oxford) 
attempted to defend the Articles. And all the 
house explicitly declared it was foolish to require sub- 
scription at the Universities, and expressed a wish 
that it might be laid aside there." The freedom, 
with which one of his Majesty's present ministers, 
the Right Honourable George Cannitig, has lately 
ventured, in a debate on the Catholic question,t to 
treat the Athanasian Creed, and the reception of the 
very just and sensible remarks, offered about the same 



* In Belsham's Life of Lindsey, p. 54 — 61 
t April 31, 1825. 
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time by Mr. P. Courtenay upon the Thirty-nine 
Articles^ afford sufficient proof, that the sentiments of 
the House of Commons, and consequently of the 
great .body of the English gentry, are still decidedly 
in favour of the abolition of religious tests from 
places of national education. 

The^ various grants of money by the House of 
Commons for academical purposes, all tend to esta- 
blish the same point. They have been voted annually 
for the support of the Catholic College at Maynooth, 
and, as occasion required, in aid of the College at 
Edinburgh, and the Academical Institution at Bel- 
fast, into both of which latter seminaries the pro- 
fessors and the students are admitted without sub- 
scribing any religious test. 

Upon the same liberal principle charters have been 
granted by the Sovereigns of the House of Hanover. 
In 1734, George II. as Elector of Hanover, founded 
the University of Gottingen, which almost at its very 
birth started into a superiority, which it has never 
ceased to preserve. Such have been the celebrity, 
the talents, and the industry of its numerous pro- 
fessors, who have been chosen from a regard to their 
merit alone, without any exclusion on account of 
creed or country. In the British colonies of North 
America colleges were incorporated, at different times 
prior to the American revolution, by royal charters, 
conferring i\pon them the privileges of the English 
colleges, and constituting them upon the same general 
plan, but with little or no . imposition of religious 
tests upon their members. For example, King^s 
College, now called Columbia College, in the city of 
New York, was incorporated by a royal charter,, dated 
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tb^ 31st of Oetober, 1754, The intention of iU 
founders was, '' that the liberal arts and adehces 
should be taught tfaere^ without .making the instltu* 
tion an instrument for the propagation of any peculiar 
tenets in reli^on." Most of them were members of 
the Church of England, who, besides other aid» con- 
veyed land for the use of the Collie from the pro- 
perty of oiie of thek existing estdbHshments. On 
this ground 1^ charter provided, that the Preiddent 
should always be a member of the Church of England. 
It also directed, that a form of prayer, collected from 
the liturgy of that Church, with a particular prayer 
for the college, should be used every morning and 
evening in the college chapel. No religious qualifica- 
tion was required from any member excq>t the Pre- 
sident. The charter grants to the 'governors, and 
their successors for ever, " the power of conferring all 
such degrees as are usually conferred by either of the 
English Universities.'' It also empowers them " to 
make such laws and ordinances for the regulation c^ 
the College as they shall think best, provided that 
they are not repugnant td the laws of England, or of 
the province of New Y<Hrk, and do not eatend to 
exdtide anjf person of any religious denomination 
whatever from equal liberty and advantage of 
educoMonf or from any degrees^ liberties, priviieges^ 
ben^tSy or immunities of the College, on account qf 
his particular tenets in matters qf religiom''* 

A noble example of liberality was presented by 
his late Majesty, m eoncert with his ministers, when 

* Morse's Amer. Geography; Address delivered before tlie 
Alumni of Columbia College^ May 4, 1825, by Clement C. Moore, 
A.M. p. 4—7. «5. 
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in 1782 the expatriated citissens of Geneva were 
off^ed an asylum in the vicinity of Waterford. The 
instructions issued by the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 
(afterwards Marquis of Buckingham) to the Earl 
of Tyrone, expressed in the following memorable 
terms the des^n of the Government to establish 
among the emigrants a seminary upon the model of 
that, whieh had long flourished, and still maintains 
its pre-eminence in their owii venerable repuUic. 

** And whereas young p^sons of rank and fortune 
from all parts of Europe, reported to the City of 
Geneva, to profit from the system of education esta^- 
blished th^re, under professors of eminence in useful 
and liberal studies rand ^^tteomplisfamenti; atud 
whereas a sdiool or. academy, iosm&Sk upon the pame 
principles in this kingdom, would forward his 
Majesty's gracious dispositions for the^encouragement 
of religion, virtue, and science, by improving the 
educati<m and early habits of youth, and would remove 
the inducements to a foreign education ; and, being 
CQilducted with that attention to morality and virtue, 
which hath distinguished the establishments in that 
city, may attract foreigners to reside in this kingdom 
for the like purpose : we do further pray and empowa: 
, you to consider and digest a plan for a school and 
academy of education, to be^ established in the new 
colony, and to make a part cf the constitution 
thereof, under such institutions and regulations, and 
with such privileges, as may best contribute to the 
ends hereby proposed.'* * 

* Memoirs of Lit. and Phil. Society of Manchester^ vol. ii. 
p. 34. Mr. Coxe> in his Travels in Swit;7erland^ (Letter 65, 
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These facts may suffice to show, that the law of the 
land, the spirit of the constitution, and the practice 
of the Sovereign since the accession of the present 
royal family of Great Britain, are all &?oarabIe to 
the principle of free admission for all classes of the 
people to the honours and advantages of acadmniod 
education. 

It may, however, be objected, that the kading 
members of the two existing Universities are actimted 
by different views, and will present a fiMrmidaWe aad 
perhaps fatal opposition to any new establishmmit 
But is it just to bring forward odioi^i diarges of 
selfishness and bigotry against these illustrious bodies, 
before they have proved by their measures or dedara* 
tions, that they are deserving of them ? Many of 
their number must be acknowledged to be highly 
enlightened and perfectly disinterested men, the 
friends of universal science and of the unlimited 
difibsion of knowledge : and, although it cannot be 
denied that such persons, when acting in a corporate 
capacity, often give their countenance and support to 
proceedings which, as individuals, they would con- 
demn, and it is obvious that they may be opposed to 
overpowering majorities of their own associates, yet 
the surmises and suspicions which are afloat ought 

vol. ii. p. 386) says, ^' The total expense of the academy at New 
Geneva would, at the highest calculation, have amounted to 
4,554/. per annum, and, at a more moderate valuation, to only 
3,9^4/. For this sum, 44 professors, asisistants, and masters, would 
have heen maintained; a public library established; and the 
expenses of a student, in tlie article of education, would not have 
exceeded 164/. 18^. for 13 years, or about 12/. per annum." 



Digitized 



by Google 



17 

to be repressed in juskioe to Oxford and Camlaridge, 
until snffieient grouid of alarm is seen in the mani** 
festation of some hostile purpose. It is true, that in 
every former inatanoe of an attempt to institute any 
society, which could be regarded in the light of a 
rival, the two Universities have endeavoured to 
strangle their third sister in its infiincy, and seem to 
have imagined, that they were bound to justify thar 
ehdm to the appellation of the '* two eyes of Eng- 
land," by resolving that, if possible, not a ray of 
l%ht should penetrate the intellect of England 
through any otixei entrance. 

The university of Stamford in Lincolnshire, which 
comprised eight colleges or halls, appears to have 
attained its greatest distinction in the earlier port q£ 
the 14th century.'^ To extinguish its rising fame, 
and to prevent the growth of similar establishments, 
the oatlus were invented, which are still administered 
at Oxford and Cambridge on taking degrees, and by 
which every graduate ragages not to deliver lectures^ 
as in a University, any where in England estcept at 
Oxford and Cambridge*! In compliance with the 
api^cation of the University of Oxford, where he had 
been himself a pupil, Edward Hi. sssued a writ to the 

* See Camden's Bxitaiuua> with additions, by Gough^ vol. ii. 
p. 225. 245^ 244 ; Bishop Tanner's Notida Monastica^ by Nas- 
ndth^ Lincolnshire Ixxii. 3 ; Magna Britannia, vol. ii. ; Peck's 
Academia Tertia Anglicana, book x^ zi; Carlisle's Endowed 
Grammar Sohoob, voL L p. 850^852. 

t The Oxfoid da«h is a»faUows ; (£xcerf to • Stat. Th. 2x. Seb. 
& § U) '< JwnMs etiam, quod in kca. Faeallale^ alibi in Anglia 
quam hie et Cofltabrigke^ Lecttones ttias scieAtoi^, tanquam in 
Universkate^ n«ft resumes : nee in tiilqmt FaeulfSfte^ racut in Uni- 

C 
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Sheriff of Lincolnshiie, oommaading him to proclaim 
at Stamford a prohibition for any person to study or 
perform scholastic exercises elsewhere than at Oxf<n:d 
or Cambridge, on pain, of severe penalties. The 
professors and scholars being refractory, he next 
ordered the Sheriff to seize their books and goods, 
and to report their names to him, after which they 
were punished by confiscation and imprisonment. 
The adoption of similar harsh measures was occasioned 
by the passing of the Act of Uniformity in the year 
1662, after which some of the most learned of the 
2000 ejected clergymen established academies for the 
benefit of their non-conformist brethren. Although 
this emplojonent was not only indispensable in order 
to provide against the decay of those principles, their 
high estimation of which they had so recently proved 
by the most costly sacrifices, but was also in some 
measure requisite as the means of preserving them- 
selves and their families from starvation, they were 
called upon to rdinquish it in compliance with the 
oaths above-mentioned.* When a collie was founded 
at Chelsea by the Dean of Exeter for the express 
purpose of aiding in the defence of the Churdi of 
England against papists and sectaries, *^ the Univer- 
sities," to use the words of the historian, Anthony a 
Wood, " grew jealous, beholding this design of Dr. 
Sutdiffe with suspicious eyes, as which in process 

vendtate^ solenniter indpies; nee oonsenties, ut aliquis aliU in 
Anglia incipieiis, hie pro Magistro in ilia Facilitate habeatur. 

*' Item ta jurahk^ quod non leges nee audies Sttmfwdia, tan« 
quam in Universitate, studio, vel CoUegio generali." 

* The continued imposition of these oaths may, in the view of 
some persons^present an obstacle to the success of a new English uni- 
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of time might prove detrimental unto them/'* 
When the munificent Sir Thomas Gresham had 
formed the design of establishing his coII^e in 
London, the Vice Chancellor and Senate of Cam- 
bridge used their earnest endeavours to persuade him 
that it would be detrimental, if not absolutely ruinous, 
to the two Universities, and that his intended endow- 

versity by precluding the services of men educated at Oxford and 
Cambridge. It would certainly be desirable^ in the event of a 
new university being established, that its supporters should have 
an unlimited scope in the choice of men of talents and erudition 
to fill its several chairs. But^ if the two existing Universities 
cannot consent to impart any share of their literary and scientific 
acquirements^ so as to assist a rising institution^ its friends may 
ooDflole themselves with the reflection^ that science and learning 
are now far more generally diffused than at the time of the disso« 
lution of the university of Stamford; and^ perhaps, the liberal 
and extensive scheme of a national university may be better 
executed by men^ who have not received the sectarian antipathies 
or contracted modes of thinkings which are cherished by exclusive 
systems of education. It appears doubtful whether the oaths 
require that construction, in which they were taken in order to 
prevent the ejected ministers from keeping academies which did 
not assume to be universities. The candid and virtuous Arch- 
bbhop Tillotson indeed approved of it. When, in I692, the 
dexgy of Craven petitioned Archbishop Sharp to suppress Mr. 
Frankland's seminary, Tillotson advised his co-metropolitan to 
comply with the petition, because to instruct young men publicly 
in university learning ^as contrary to Mr. Frankland's oath as a 
Master of Arts of the University of Cambridge. — See Birch's 
Life of Tillotson, and the Life of Archbishop Sharp^ by his son, 
Thomas Sharp, D.D. vol. i. p. 358, 359. The arguments, by 
which two of the ejected ministers, Mr. Samuel Cradock^ B.D. 
and Mr. Charles Morton, M.A. vindicated themselves, may be 
read in Calamy's Continuation, voL L p. 177 — 197; vol. ii. 
p. 732 — ^735; and in Toulmin's History of the Dissenters, 
p. 222—224. 

* Hist, of University of Oxford, edited by Gutch. v, ii, p. 325. 
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ments might be m«di more properly and advan* 
tageou^y bertowed upon theiBselves. To teadi the 
liberal arts m any new seminary tiiey considered as a 
shamefdi vioibtion of the privileges, and a spoUation 
of the bimoiirs and dignities, enjoyed by themsdvos 
and by the University of Oxford,* Wl^ the cd- 
lege, founded at Durham in 1657 for the benefit of 
the northern comities of England, and in compliance 
with the urgent petitions of the principal gentry, 
b^^ to fltmrisb, both Oxford and Cambridge peti* 
tioned Richard Cromwell against the existence of a 
third university, and at the restoration it was sup- 
pressed by Charles Il.f The Royal Society was 
instituted about the same time; and, although maay 
of the most distinguished members of the two Uni- 
versities belonged to it, yet some were apprehensive, 
that it would " undermine the Universities," thus 
showing how sensitive were their fears with respect to 
any undertaking, which eould lead to reflections upon 
their modes of study, or which could by any possibility 
bring their attainments and pursuits into an unfavour- 
able contrast with those of other societies^ 

These facts oughts doubtless^ to be kept in view, 

* See the Letters of the Vice CluuiceUov and Senttte, vsk Ward's 
Lives of Gresbam Professors, Appendix, No. iii. 

f Hutchinson's Histoiy of Durham^ v- i. p. 514-^530. Siu> 
tees's History of Durham, vol i. p. cvi. ; Harris's Life of OUver 
Cromwell, second editioi>> p. 430, 431 ; Pech's Memoirs of CvoKk- 
well. Historical Pieces, Na XX. 

I See the preface to Glanvill's Plus Ultra, A.D. 1608, and 
Sprat's History of the Royal Society, part Hi, seet. 2, entitled, 
*' Experiments noi dangerous to the Unwersit'm" 

This jealousy was not peculiar to Oxford and CamlStfidge. 
In the 1 3th century an attempt was made at Belo^a to obli^ the 
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wlien the project of a new academical institution is 
contemplated. . But it would be un&ir to impute to 
the present mctmbers of the Universitiea the same 
mean jealousies and pusillanimous apprehensions^ 
which actuated their predecessors in times either of 
prevailing ignorance or t)f dvil commotion. The two 
Universildes have unquestionably partaken of the 
general illumination and increased liberality of the 
present age. Their members cannot but perceive, 
that they themselves may derive the greatest benefit 
from the generous emulation of new institutions, and 
that nothing is more likely to infiise into them a 
fresh vigour, to make their literary apd scientific 
attainments proportionate to their ample stores of 
accumulated wealth, and to bring out of their learned 
seclusion a race of divines and statesmen, whose 

scholars hy an oadi not to enter into any other qniversity : a 
tumult was produced among them^ and the measure seems to 
have been abandoned.-* TtVa6(wcAt^ Storia delta Litter. ItdL 
When the college of Edinburgh was begun in 1578^ the attempt 
'^ met with a strong opposition from the Archbishop of St. 
Andrew's^ and the Bishop of Aberdeen, from an imagined* injury 
tlieir respective colleges might receive from such an erection." 
Hence the work was for some years delayed. — Maitland's History 
of Edinburgh, p. 356. The Bishop of Aberdeen might have 
gathered a better lesson from the instrument by which, in 1494, 
Pope Alexander VI authorized his own city to rank as a seat of 
academical learning. '^ As. two Universities had already been 
erected in Scotland, it might have occurred, as an objection to the 
institution of a third, that two had been thought sufficient for the 
whole of England: ' but,' says the Bull, ' science has this dis*^ 
tinguishing quality, that the difiusion of it tends not to diminish, 
but to increase the general mass/" — Sinclair's Account of Scoi* 
landy vol. xad. p. 53, , .- 
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enlarged Yiewa and extennre acijfaireixients may be 
suited to the demands of an inquisitive age and a 
freely thinking people. Beeddea this, they ought to 
feel, they must feel satisfied with the imm^se advan* 
tages, which they will enjoy over a. new establishment, 
not only in their magnificent buildingsi, their rieh and 
venerable libraries, their estates, their livings, and 
their numerous fenowships^ Aliolar&hipa, and ei^w« 
ment^ of every kind, but in tiie affections of those 
piireiits and guardians, whom they have educated, 
Ivbo veg9X^ them with tender and saered recollections^ 
wd wbo«» fond^ wish it is to entirust anotiber 
generation to thdur carc. 

But let us suppose, in order that this objection may 
be fully refuted, that either of the Universities, or 
that both of them, should do their utmost to obstruct 
the success of a third. What will their efforts avail 
in opposition to the wishes and opinions oi the great 
mass of the English nation ? They must soon yield 
to the stronger, more enlightened, and more righteous 
decision of the puMic mind ; and having proved that, 
iiaustead of hekig the generous pationa of learning 
£lnd the friends of intellectual improvement, their 
morality is but selfishness and their wisdom craft, 
they will stand solf-condemned before the august tri- 
bunal of the nation and the woirld ; their de^ees will 
he r^arded with contempt, and their laurels will 
fifcfle : their conduct will be considered as only afford- 
ing a s^tronger proof than ever of the want of some 
academical instituticm animated by a nobler and 
better spmt : and they will rue the day, when they 
attempted to stifle those pleas of parents on behalf ef 
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thi^ir chil<fareii, ^hkh mwt persuade the reason^ and 
ppwerfidly affect the sympathies of every virtuous 
ajQd honourable mind. ^ 



Sect. II.— J%m of a University open to all Rdi^ 
gions Parties shofuon to he 'practicable^ from the 
Customs of England he/ore the Reformation^ 
and of various other Countries at the present 
Day. Its importance to the Growth of Intellect^ 
and to the Progress of Truth. 

But it will he asked, is it desirahle, or indeed is it 
possible^ to establish a university upon the compre- 
hensive plan, which has been proposed? Is it to be 
expected, that either the young or the old should so 
fprget their peculiarities of religious opinion as to 
fprm one harmonious society intent upon literary and 
sci^tific pursuits? -And is not t};iis suppression of 
their feelings, this generalization of their ideas upon 
the most aw&l and important subjects, to be dreaded, 
even if it'were possible, on account of its tendency to 
relax the principles (£ morality together with those of 
religion, and to leave the mind destitute of solid and 
deeply rooted maxims of conduct ? , ' • 

Those who doubt the practicability of the plan 
proposed, can hesitate only in consequence of the 
prejudices, to which they are now liable as Englishmen. 
Unless the before-mentioned college at Durham, and 
the academy, which formerly flourished in high and 
deserved repute at Warrington, and which after a 
temporary dissolution was renewed at Manchester, be 
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deemed exceptions, no institution has been formed in 
England since the refonnation, with the view of 
extending the advantages of academical instracticMQ 
to all classes of the people. But before the reforma- 
tion the ease was different even here. The doctrines 
of Wiclif were openly maintained and preached in 
Oxford by some of the heads and fellows of Col- 
lies ; * and the different orders of the religious had 
their respective seminaries under the shelter of the 
same university. St. Bernard's College, for example, 
was founded at Oxford by Archbishop Chichele for 
scholars of the Cistercian order, who were thus 
enabled to enjoy all the public advantages, which the 
place then furnished, and at the same time to keep up 
their peculiar observances.! In other countries, men 
of all religious principles and from all nations now 
meet together in the most amicable manner and with 
unspeakable advantage, to receive instructions in 
science and literature. Edinburgh and Glasgow pre- 
sent every winter the noble spectacle of classes of 
students, thus united in various numbers to the 
amount of 600 in a single lecture-room, listening 
with eager attention to teachers of the first profes- 
sional eminence ;t and, in the former of these places, 

• LowtVs Life of William of Wickham, p. 188. 
, t Chalmers's Colleges and Halls in Oxford^ p. 372. 

{ The following dedaration of the principal and professors of 
ijic University of Glasgow^ occurs in Sir John Sinclair's Statis- 
tical Account of Scotland, voL xxi. p. 43. 

** No oaths, or suhscriptions, or tests of any kind, are required 
of students at their admission to the university ; as it is deemed 
highljf improper, that young pcrsonsi in prosecuting a general 
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the professors tbeiliselvefly having voluntarily relin- 
quished the practice of subscribing the Westminster 
Confession of Faith, are indiscriminately attached to 
the dommunion of either the presbyterian or the 
episcopal church,^ In Trinity College, Dublin, which 

course of Academical Education^ should bind themselves to any 
particular system of tenets or opinions/' 

* It is necessary to observe^ that^ although the practice of the 
professors at Edinburgh is believed to be as represented above^ yet 
in the dispute which occurred in 1805^ relative to the election of 
Mr. Leslie^ the presbytery of Edinburgh brought to light twg, 
acts of the Scottish parliament^ requiring professors to subscribe 
the Westminster Confession of Faith. The professors immediately 
answeredji that they were ready to subscribe it, and always had 
been, although iii point of fact no one had subscribed it since the 
year 1758, thus idiOwing the pitiable situation in which men of 
learning are placed by laws, imposing restraints upon opinion, and 
inducing them to cringe and truckle to persons, whose ambi- 
tious secularity, cloaked with the semblance of religion, they 
deflpise.->--See Statement of Facts, by Dugald Stewart, p. 132 — 
13^9; sind Eicamination of the Statement, by one of the Ministers 
of Edinburgh, p. 7— ^15. 

How much more becoming a learned and chartered body was 
the declaration of the University of Glasgow, when their Pro- 
fessor of Divinity, Mr. John Simson, was persecuted by the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland on a groundless 
charge of heresy ! Their representation, read in Assembly, May 6, 
1729^ commences thus : 

*' The University of Glasgow, taking under their consideration 
the Process now in dependance against Mr. John Sunson, Pro- 
fessor of Divinity in the said University, and judging, that 
adthough the late General Assembly did not think fit to order the 
said Process to be transmitted to the several Universities of Scot- 
land, as they did to the seVeral Presbyteries, yet it will be owned, 
that the said Universities, and this in particular, have a special 
interest and concern in that affair : we beg leave, with all due 
respect, to repesent to the ensuing General Assembly, . that. 
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the dignitaries of the English ebiurch recognise m 
thar prayers^ and the Uniyersities in their diplomas, 
degreed in art(sf, law, and physie^ are conferred, and all 
ooUfgiate honours and advantages under the rank ol 
feUowships are gratited, without the itnpo^tion of a 
religious test. The Academical Institution at Belfast 
continues to flourish upon a plan of unrestricted 
liberality, not only being destitute of any sectarian 
distinctions to confine its usefulness^ but eren accom- 
modating theological professors of any denomiriatlmi, 
which may seek the aid pf its provisions. In the 
most celebrated of the German Universities, the prac- 
tice of Oxford £ind Cambridge can scarcely be men- 
tioned without creating astonishment in the heaifer* 
In the Universities of North America, which have 
kept pace with the flourishing condition of the great 
republics to which they belong, little or no difierence 
founded upon theological opinion exists in any of 
their departments. Some of the aca^ndcal insti* 
tutions in that country were framed under English 

sdthough we own that Mr. Simson, and evenf Mimtter and Mem* 
her of this Church, ^ subject to the discipline of this Church 
for crimes and errors any of them may be guilty of^ deserving 
ecclesiastical censure ; and that the Venerable Assembly, or any 
particular judicatures, under whose inspection th^ are, have 
power to inflict upon them any ecclesiastical censures the said 
crimes or errors may be found to deserve: yei the cbUgatiom we 
are under to maintainy by aU proper methods, the rights andprivl' 
leges of Universities, which are secured to them by the crown, 
their charters, grants or acts. of Parliament in their favours, cbUge 
us to declare, thai we cannot allow that any censure of an ecclc" 
siastical nature upon the said Mr, Simson can affect his qffice in 
this University." 
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patrcmage, with the view of giving instractioQ ta 
Indians as -well as Enrbpeans.* To mention no nuire^ 
the Aoademy of Fine Arts in Mexico exhibits every 
eveniiig a iiumerons assemblage, in which the dis« 
tinekibiis depending on birth and complexion^ and so 
much larded in all other eases, are waived, the sons 
of the nobility and the children of artisans, the 
Whites, the Indians, and the Mestizos, meeting on 
equal terror and enjoying equal advantages of instruc* 
tioiL *Mt is a consolatiou to observe^' says the 
enlightened traveller, who describes this scene, ^* that 
under every zone the cultivation of science and art 
establish a certain equality among men, and obliterate 
for a time at least all those mean passions, the effects 
of which are so prejudicial to social happiness." f 

After ccmsidering such faets as these wie must eithei 
admit, that the English are as well adapted to con^ 
bine for the commoQ purposes of academical educa- 
tion as any other people, or we must draw the 
inevitable conclusion, that they are prone beyond all 
other nations to mutual jealousy, distrust, an^ ani- 
mosity, and that their religious principles, instead of 

* Dartnuy^tb CoU^e in New Hampslubce, called after WilHam^ 
Easlof Dartmouth,, and incorporated by royal charter in 1769. 
Also^ the college of William and Mary, founded in Virginia 
daring their reign, had a professorship for the instruction of the 
Indians, endowed through the liberality of the Hon. Robert 
B»yk.-^See Morse's American Geo|^phyi The charter of incor-* 
pQcation of Harvard College in Massachusetts, dated May SUt^ 
l()50> expresses the design of the seminary to be " the education 
of the English and Indian youth of the country in knowledge and 
godliness." 

t Humbeldt's PoUtieal Essay on New Spain, book ii c. 7. 



Digitized 



by Google 



8& 

uniting tbem^ serve only to set theni at perpetual 
variance. Surely every one^ who is concerned for the 
honour either of his country or of Christianity^ will 
wish to obviate the reproach of so disgraceful an 
alternative. Odious indeed must be the religion of 
that church or sect, under whatever name it may be 
known, which cannot admit of the free intercourse of 
its young disciples with other classes of men even in 
the pursuit of knowledge and the cultivation of 
taste, but seeks to maintain its power over their minds 
by fixing upon them the shackles of inveterate pre^ 
judice, and by creating in them an early and indelible 
antipathy in regard to the principles and characters of 
all who are not included within its own pale. 

But, whatever may have been the case formerly, a 
catholic spirit seems now to prevail. Within the 
last fifty years all sects have accustomed themselves-in 
some degree to co-operate in the support of innumer- 
able public institutions through every county and 
large provincial town, not only for the relief of the 
sick and afflicted, but also for diffusing religious . 
knowledge, and for extending elementary instruction 
to the poor, and proportionably higher attainments 
to the middle classes of society. Men of every per- 
suasion seem at length to have discovered, that they 
may unite in the pursuit of objects, in which they 
have a. common interest, without compromising any 
of their peculiar principles. Amidst all their diver- 
sities of opinion they now generally acknowledge the 
propriety of a sentiment, which, it is true, they 
might have learned long ago from so strange an fn- 
structor as a Turkish Sultan, who, when he was 
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advised to extirpate the Jews. from his dominions, 
directed the attention of his lords to a pot of flowers^ 
and from the harmonious blendiiog of their various 
colours argued the propriety and usefulness of allow- 
ing men of all sects and countries to live imder 
hiis government without molestation* We cannot 
imagine a finer application of this sentiment than by 
conceiving the bloom and fragrance of the youthful 
mind to flourish in the fertile soil of the same 
university, though with every conceivable tinge of 
religious and political opinion. Such a system of 
education could not fail to produce genuine patriotism 

* " In the great garden (near Aleppo)^ is a chapel^ built by 
the river that runs through it, upon pillars, where the Great 
Sultan used to hold conferences with his Privy-Counsellors and 
Visier-Bashaws. It happened in the reign of Sdyman the Great 
(as the gardener did relate to us), that when they were assembled 
to consult, whether it was more profitable to him to suffer the 
Jews in his provinces, or to root them quite out; after every 
one had given his opinion, and the most of them were of 
the opinion that they ought not to be tolerated, because 
of their insufferable usury, wherewith they oppressed his sub- 
jects, and after the Emperor had heard every one's sentiment, 
he gave them also to understand his, and that in this instance, 
viz. he bad them look upon a flower-pot, that held a quantity 
of fine flowers of divers colours, 'that was then in the room, and 
bid them consider, whether each of them in their colour did not 
set out the other the better, and, if any of them should decay or 
be taken away, whether it would not somewhat spoil the beauty 
of the rest. After every one had heard the Sultan's opinion, and 
did allow it to be true, the Emperor did begin to explain^ this and 
said, *' The more sorts of nations I have in n^ dominions under 
me> as Turks, Moors, Grecians, &c. the greater authority they 
bring to my Idiigdoms, and make them more famous." — Dr. Leon- 
hart RauwoMTs Travels, m Ray's Collection, p. 62. 
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and true greatness of mind ; to oortect the mtsoon- 
ceptiohs and soften the piejiidices, with which rival 
churches are necessarily infected, so long as they are 
kept in ignorance of one another ; to lead ingenuous 
youth to views of wider extent and noUer aim tlian 
any which can be connected unth the separate in^ 
t^^ests of a single party in the state ; to exhibit, not 
the skill of the disputant, or the pedant's empty 
pride, but **ihe beautiful union of learning with 
humanity ;"♦ and at once to enlighten, to adorn, and 
to strengthen and consolidate the empire. 

The adherents of every religious party, if they be 
sincere, maintain the opinions of that party, because 
they think them true. Hen<ie they virtually acknow- 
ledge, that TRUTH in the abstract is of superior im- 
portance to the principles either of their own, or of 
any other church. In short, all persons of reflection 
and int^rity will bow with reverence before this 
sacred form. They must acknowledge, that to instil 
the love of tkuth ought to be among the very first 
objects in the education of youth, and that the way 
to its attainment ought to be left as open as possible. 
On these gnmnds it might be expected, that Catholics 
and Protestants, Churchmen and Dissenters, Chris- 
tians, Jews, and men of every shade of sentiment, 
would unite, and that they woiild anticipate the 
greatest advantage to the understandings and cha- 

* ** Ezempla semper mihi i«opo0ui/' says the aUe and Becom- 
plished Bishop of Chester, '^ Marklandum nostrum et Tytwhittum^ 
in quibos hesdas utntm magis admirahile eluoeat, ingenii acumen, 
an pulchra humanitatis cum eruditione oonjunctio."— Pnef. in 
^schyli Septem c. Thebas. 
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Meters of the young frotn courses of instruction in the 
languages^ the sciences^ and tiie liberal arts^ accessible 
to all upon equal terms. For, if the mind be 
habituated to the candid and cautious investigation of 
opposite opinions, invigorated by the earnest, yet 
steadfast pursuit of general knowledge, and trained 
to anr ingenuous preference of truth to error in every 
case, it will be thus best prepared to decide between 
the claims of contending sects, and will be the more 
likely to pronounce finally an equitd[>l^ judgment, the 
less it has been enfeebled through inaction or warped 
by the dictates of authority. In religion, as well as 
in all other branches of knowledge, he who has thus 
freely, yet diligently and carefully exercised his 
understanding, attains, as the reward of his judicious 
and honourable toil, a calm and settled conviction. 
" His orthodoxy,** whatever complexion it may 
assume, '* is not the tumid and fungous excrescence 
of prejudice, but the sound and mellowed fruit of 
honest and indefatigable inquiry."^ 

" Were an Indian^ who had never conversed with 
any rank or denomination of Christians, to pass into 
a Christian country, where there was a free toleration 
of the different sects and parties of Christians, where 
all had full liberty to propose and defend their several 
opinions, and were indulged in their respective forms 
of worship and government ; let him converse with 

* This dewription was applied more than thirty years ago by 
Dr. Samuel Parr, to one, who still presides with honour in the 
same dignified situation, which he then held. Dr. Martin Rowih, 
the head of Magdalai College, Oxford. See « Sequel to a printed 
Paper," p. 110. 
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those different parties, hear their distinct pretensions, 
and those arguments, with which they support their 
cause, without having any interest or particular at- 
tachment to bias him in favour of any one of then! 
more than another; do not Ive think him likely to 
form a more impartial judgment of the equity of 
their several claims, and the true merits of the cause 
in general, than a Christian^ who has been enlisted 
in a party from his infancy, who was taught the 
shibboleth las soon as he could lisp, and has since beeii 
often engaged in the heats of controversy?" This 
case is proposed in one of the tasteful and ingenious 
" Dialogues concerning Education,'* published eighty 
years ago by Mr. David Fordyce, and there seems 
great weight in the decision of the supposed speaker, 
that **the best way of leading young persons to 
embrace religious truth is to keep them as much 
strangers as possible to the distinguishing marks of 
parties, the names and tenets^ and little peculiarities 
of contending sects, that no hostile prejudices may be 
formed, no antipathies nourished against any parti- 
cukr set of men, that humanity and benevolence may 
have full scope, and a man may be valued and loved, 
not because he has got his head crowded with this or 
the other set of notions, but for the honesty of his 
heart and the goodness of his life and manners."* 

* Dialogue vi. p. 124.— The tendency of colleges, framed for 
the sole use and benefit of a particular churchy sect^ or class of 
men, to engender obstinacy^ prejudice, and bigotry, with many 
other vices, ]& demonstrated by Dr. Powell^ the celebrated master 
of St. John's College in Cambridge, in a sermon preached before 
that University. The whole of this discourse (the first of ^^ Dis« 
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The object of education is not so much to fill the 
young mind with ideas and opinions, whether true 
or false, as to produce the full expansion of its 
powers, and thus to prepare it for engaging with 
vigour, facility, and success, in whatever exercises it 
may be required to pursue in after life. But, to pro- 
nibte this great end, its action must be free. '' It is 
a universal maxim, that the more liberty is given to 
every thing, which is in a state of growth, the more 
perfect it will become.'** If then the mind of man 
is, notwithstanding its liability to error and to vice, 
the noblest work of God, and if its improvement is 
productive of the most important and valuable results 
both to the individual and to all his fellow creatures, 
nothing is so much to be condemned as the subjection 
of it to unnecessary restraint. We treat with sove- 
reign contempt and ridicule v the long-established 
fashion of the Chinese in regard to the feet of their 
female children. But this custom is infinitely less 
cruel ami barbarous than our own practice in bringing 
up our sons. As early and as strongly as is possible, 
we fix the bonds of prejudice upon their minds ; and 
a crippled and tottering woman presents a far less 
deplorable proof of the consequences of early mal- 
treatment than the man, whose powers of under- 
standing, and whose natural and amiable feelings 
have been forced into one precise shape and n^mrow 

courses on Various Subjects/' published by Dr. Balguy^ A. D. 
1 776*), is eminently deserving the attention of those who are in- 
terested in the establishment of a new English university. 
• Priestley's Essay on Liberal Education, A. D. 1765. 

D 
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colnpass inrtead of b^ng aUowed to enjoy their free 
4eyeIopemctit s^nd healthful exercise. 

Nor is it any justification of this practice, that it 
often faild to produce its natural and probable effect. 
Jt is indeed a glorious thing for mankind in every 
age and. country, and it may well raise our gratitude 
and admiration to the Father of our. spirits, that the 
refined and subtile essence of the human intellect 
sometimes eludes all tyrannical controul, and is from 
its very nature incapable of being brought by, external 
force to the same feeble and powerless condition, 
which thongs; and locks, and chains, may produce in 
the corporeal frame. But no thanks are due to the 
practice of the English Universities, if Locke and 
MiltoU" became great in spite of the imputation of 
contumacy, and the threats of chastisement or ex- 
pulsion, or if, in later times, the ardent noble spirits 
of Lowth, Cyril Jackson,* and Symmons, have soared 

* A late author has published the following remarks on the 
eharacter of Dr. Cyril Jackson : 

'* I consider the removal of Mr. Jackson (from the office of 
srub-preceptor to his present Majesty) as a national calamity. I 
knew him well. He wa» a man of a master mind ; eminently 
qualified to educate a young prince. After he had quitted the 
office of sub-preceptor to the Prince of Wales, he todc orders, was 
made Dean of Christ-church, and dwindled into the character of 
^ schoolmaster. Those who have only known him while Dean of 
Christ-church will form a very inadequate idea of the powers of 
his mind." Recollections of the Reign of George III. by John 
NichoUs, Esq. M. P. vol. i. p. 393. 

If such was the melancholy change, what is the necessary 
inference ? What must be the state of academical education in 
England, if the conduct of itin the highest of its departments xx>uld 
transmute the philosopher, the patriot, the philanthropist^ itito 
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&r above the dread of statutes, ct^eeds, and academk . 
censures. 

It is doubtAd whether that pliable and submissive 
spirit, which is the aim of academic restrictions of 
opinion, is mor^ productive even of quietness anA 
peace than the utmost liberty of judgment. What«- 
ever attempts are made to secure uniformity of faiths 
some differences will yet remain; and, since the 
temper of the disputants is that which makes them 
either calm or violent, it signifies little in this respect 
whether their discrepancy of sentiment be great or 
small. Let students of all sects and parties meet to- 
gether in a welLconstituted university ; the effect of 
its instructions will be to correct in all the spirit of 
dogmatism and intolerance. *^ Learning has a lovely 
child called Moderation, and Moderation is not afraid 
or ashamed to show her face in the theological world.'*^ 

the mere schoolmaster? But is it not probable^ that Dr. Jackson 
rescued himself from the imputed deterioration^ when he resigned 
his office as Dean of Christ-churdi>. and> to use his own eii<« 
pression^ " had done with Oxford ? " Such a man must have 
felt with pfdnful indignation the truth of the following remarl^ : 
" Human formularies on men of genius are impertinent check- 
strings, cauung them to stop, when they ought to proceed ; to be 
cautious, where they should be resolute ; timid, where they ought 
to be firm ; slothful, where they should be industrious ; and, even 
when they make discoveries, backward and procrastinating in 
communicating them: to men of very moderate abilities, and 
[fallow, superficial arguments, they give a dangerous confidence, 
a pc^ular bcldness, an oracular power of appeal, an authoritative 
tone of decision : and men of weak capacities and humble attain- 
ments they keep in their state of infancy, and hold in leading- 
strings all their days." Dyer's Privileges of the University of 
Cambridge, vol. i. p. 547- 
* Jortin, Pif»face to Remarks on Ecdes. History. 
D S 
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« Although theref(^e the teachers and conductors of 
the proposed seminary should widely differ in their 
private sentiments, they will not.be the less likely to 
harmonize and co-operate, if only they be qualified 
for their office by a love of truth, by sincerity of 
character, and by possessing those manners, which 
every philosopher, every scholar, every Christian 
ought to have ; nor will their vessel, like the ship in 
which Kaempfer crossed the Caspian, be in danger of 
destruction, because its pilots do not understand one 
another's speech. If any tumults should be appre- 
hended from the exercise of opinion among the 
students^ they can arise only from injudidbus at- 
tempts to confine it. ' A quantity of gunpowder, 
ignited in the open air, makes a flash and emits 
f oluraes of smoke, but without any very loud report 
or any tremendous consequences. Put the same 
quantity into the close and solid indosure of a cannon: 
the application of the spark makes it the means of 
overthrowing towers and devastating cities. iSo it is 
in the action of the mind. Inquiry and the discussion 
of opinions cannot be prevented ; and, if free, they 
cannot be very violent, or in any way injurious. 

If we consider universities in regard to their influ- 
ence not merely on their own members, but on society 
in general, the result will still be in favour of the 
utmost liberty of thought. The very object and con- 
stitution of such seminaries imply, that their super- 
intendants are presumed to possess mental qualifica- 
tions upon the whole superior to those of any other 
class of the community. For they are appointed to 

defend, expound, and illustrate every kind of truth, 
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and to dir^t and enlighten the minds of the young. 
Who then shall pretend to direct and enlighten 
them? It is evident, that, if opinions are to he 
imposed, the authority should be exercised, not over 
the university, biit hy the university : otherwise the 
seeing will be conducted by the blind. This was a 
century ago the situation of the professors of Turin;, 
who were required by their master, the King of Sar- 
dinia, to follow in every thing the doctrines of St. 
Thomas Aquinas.* The King did this to please the 
Pope ; and thus a system of mental slavery seemed 
to be established to perpetuate the ignorance of the 
dark ages. The youth of Piedmont were compelled 
to Jeam from no other teachers than the professors in 
the University of Turin: the professors were com- 
pelled to take their doctrines from the King: the 
King took them from the Pope ; and the Pope took 

• Keysler's Travels, vol. i. letter SI. The authority of St. 
Thomas Aquinas is now reinstated at Turin, after a temporary 
suspension during the dynasty of Napdeon. 

The Roman historian gives us in the following account of the 
Emperor Hadrian a picture, no less instructive than amusing, of 
the situation of those learned societies, which profess opinions 
according to the dictates of arhitrary power. 

*' Quamvis esset oratione et versu promtissimus, et in omnihus 
ambus peritissimus, tamen professores omnium artium semper, ut 
doctior, risit, contemsit, obtrivit. Cum his ipsis professoribus et 
philosophis, libris vel carminibus invicem editis, stepe certavit. £t 
Favorinus quidam, cum verbum ejus quoddam ab Hadriano repre- 
hensum esset, atque ille cessisset, arguentibus amicis, quod male 
cederet Hadriano de verbo, quod idonei auctores usurpassent, risum 
jucundissimum movit. Ait enim, Non recti suadetis, JamiHares^ 
qui non patinUni me Ulum doctiorem omnibus credere, qui habet tru 
ginta fegioww."— Spartiani'Hadrianus, xv. 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



SB 

them from St. Thomas. ^ Ndr are examines waHtipg 
in our own coiiiitr}% The acute and learned Provost 
of OHel College assigns as a reason why Oxfoid 
•* was one of the last fortresses, of which the modem 
system of natural philosophy took a formal pos- 
session," that ^* the Aristotelita physics were inters 
woveii with the whole course of ite studies and eiter^ 
dses, and it was not easy to reconcile the abandon^ 
ment of them with the lan^tmge of the StaiuteSi, 
which public cfficers were bound td infarce''* The 
case must be in some degree simSar, wherever any 
restraint is imposed upon either the teachers or the 
students. Obliged to take their opinions from others, 
they are necessarily behiful their age in understanding, 
instead of being before it. It becomes their business 
to maintain certain doctrines, not because those doc- 
trines are true or important, but because tfaey are 
imposed as the condition, on which great pecuniary 
advantages and great worldly honours may be en- 
joyed. Universities therefore, which are subject to 
the restraints of subscription to opinions, do and 
must oppose the entrance of truth into the public 
mind; whereas they ought to be like the blazing 
beacons, raised in ancient times upon the tops of 
moilntains to diffuse light and convey intelligence 
from city to city and from nation' to nation. 

In the place, therefore, which i^hall be designed to 

* Bepfy to the Cahimnies of the Edinburgh Review against 
Oxford, 2d. ed. p. l6. On the influence of statutes in obstruct- 
ing the entrance of metaphysical truth into Oi^ord^ see Dyer*s 
JPrwU^ges of the University &f Cambridge, vol. i. p. 51 6, 517- 
Nffte. 
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fumifiii the best instruction to the highest orders 4)f 
society, let every one consid^ it as a sacred duty omng 
to himself, to his country, to his feUow^-creatures. and^ 
above all, to the bestower of his intellectual powers, to 
preserve his mind free from a blind submission to 
autfabrity ; and let him ever remember, *' Hoc exigspe 
TEBITATEM, eul nemo praescribere potest, non spatia 
temporum, non patrodnia personarum, non privUegia 
regionum/' * 

The following observations are here quoted, not for ^ 
the purpose of suggesting a change of system to the 
Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, but as express- ' 
ing the «>lid and deliberate conviction of many most , 
enlightened clergymen of the Church of England 
upon the subject of subscribing abstruse formularies 
oi &ith on entering places of education. 

** It seems it is a settled order in one or mate of these 
renowned bodies, (who have happily discarded som^ 
othar inconvenient customs,) that every one of above 
12 years of age shall at admission subscribe our 
Thirty-nine Articles. Indeed, to propose tests of 
this kind to the fair consideration of grown men .and " 
able scholars, may not, perhaps, in every case be 
unjustifiable. But that they should be proposed to 
.mere novices, and much more imposed upon the 
impuberty of their understanding, can scarce admit 
of any favourable, because scarce of any reasonable 
construction. For is not this supposing them com- 
petent judges of what they subscribe to ? And yet, 
in subscribing to our Articles, they subscribe to some 

* TertuUian. dc Virg. VeL 
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of the most abstruse points of theology, of which it 
is morally Certain they cannot be competent judges ;* 
since even men of advanced age and learning cannot 
sufficiently' agree about several of them, and those 
some of the chief If, indeed, our Articles were few 
and plain, consisting only of some of the most bbvious 
and necessary truths, and every young scholar to be 
admitted were thoroughly instructed and examined 
in each before subscription ; and if our preparatory 
schools (public and private) were what they ought to 
be, seminaries of a truly religious education, where 
our young people were trained up to virtue iand piety, 
and taught as much Christian as heathen knowledge ; 
if this were the case, the difficulty perhaps would not 
be so great, nor the demand of subscription so unrea^ 
sonable, as now in many instances it seems to be« 
But, since there is usually a very great defect in 
school education, and very few of our youths com- 
paratively are so happy ds to be early and thoroughly 
instructed, as they ought, in the great principles of 
religion, we cannot but lament their being obliged 
to subscribe such articles of it, at their coming to the 

* " Let it be but impartially considered, whether any raw 
youths (some of them, perhaps, scarce instructed in the first rudi- 
ments of Christianity) can be sufficient judges of the following 
articles, to mention no others; viz. Art. 3, 8, 9} 10, 13, 17> 20, 27, 
36 ; and particularly Art. 35, the subscription to which is reckoned 
a virtual subscription to our two tomes of Homilies. Dr. Bennet 
(in his Directions for Studying, &c. p. 24.) thinks, that persons 
designing for orders ought to go through all the Homilies before 
they are ordained ; because (says he) they are then to subscfibe 
them. If so, ought not persons designing to be matriculated to go 
through them, because they also are then to subscribe them ? " 
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university^ as they never have been taught to under- 
stand, whilst tihey were in those schools, which under- 
took to prepare them for it. 'Upon the whole, we 
really and seriously judge, that as the imposition, 
wheresoever, or by whomsoever it may be insisted 
upon in this instance, can serve no manner of useful 
purpose ; so is it in many cases (or we are exceedingly 
mistaken) not a little hurtful and prejudicial/* * 

The sentiments, thus avowed by the able and 
enlightened authors of the " Free and Candid Dis- 
quisitions relating to the Church of England," have 
been- long acted upon by the Catholics and by the 
Protestant Dissenters, who consider the uise of reli- 
^ous tests on entering their seminaries as not only 
unnecessary, but as tending to taint the native honour 
of ingenuous youth, and to render the. mind familiar 
to the practice of unconvinced assent, instead of 
leaving to it the privilege and the benefit of embracing 

* Free and Candid Disquisitions, A.D. 1749- Section x. § 1. 

In November and December 1771^ Mr. John Jebb, an eminently 
useful and active member of the University of Cambridge^ pub- 
lished four Letters, addressed ^^ to the Gentlemen of the Univer- 
sity, who intend proposing themselves the ensuing January as 
Candidates for the Degree of B.A." In these admirable Letters 
(re-published in Jebb's Works, vol. i. p. 182 — 21 6) the able and 
upright author points out to the young men the propriety, and 
indeed the necessity of attending to the sense and evidence of 
those 5tatements of opinion, " to the full approbation of which 
they were about to declare, that th^y willingh^ and ex animo sub- 
scribe." The reasons alleged were the same in their general 
tenour with those contained in the above extract : but they were 
exhibited with a clearness and force, which were perfectly irresis- 
tible. The Senate accordingly, on the 23d of June, 1772, altered 
the subscription on taking the degree of B.A. to its present form. 
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opini6Ds as the result of inquiry. The only case of 
subscription, known among the modem Dissenters of 
England, confirms this general remark. In the aca* 
demy at Homerton^ over which a minister presides, 
eminent for his literary acquirements and his ardent 
love of religious liberty,* some of the students^ 
designed to be educated as preachers among the 
Independents, were expected to subscribe ^* a decla- 
ration as to some controverted points of doctrine," 
which it must have required a long, minute^ and 
laborious study to understand and believe, and which 
therefore a noviciate of integrity and reflection could 
not ccmscientiously subscrihe. In 1811, the practice 
was exposed and condemned by a dissenting minister 
of respectability and influence in the same deno- 
mination, who, with others of his brethren, could not 
consent to degrade the candidates for a most useful 
land dignified ofiice to a condition resembling that of 
the natives of Peru, wJio approached the presence of 
their Incas with a burden upon their shoulders as an 
emblem of their servitude, f Upon this ronon- 
strance the practice was abolished. 



Sect. III. — Objection to the Proposed Plan^ on 
Account of the Omission qfReUgion^ answer ed. 

To all that has been advanced in favour of a uni- 
versity destitute of sectarian distinctions, a strong. 

« John Pye Smith, D.D. 

t Thoughts on Subscription to Articles of Faith, by Robert 
[Winter, D.D. 
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ebjection will be urged ; it does not teach religion, 
Thfe objeotioii d^erves a most attentive, respectful, 
and deliberate consideration, not because it may be 
echoed by multitudes of every sect, all of whom are 
eager for- the inculcation of their own religion, but 
because men of the most profound piety, of the most 
virtuous principles, and of the most accurate and 
vigorous judgment, regard religion as the highest 
wisdom, and therefore think every plan of education 
essentially defective, whidi does not make ample pro- 
vision for it. 

The serious attention of such persons is solicited to 
die following prayer : it was written by one of the most 
sagacious of divines, and one of the best of men.^ 

*' Lord, let no unseasonable stiffiiess of those that 
are in the right, no, perverse obstinacy of those that 
are in the wrong, hinder the closing of oiu: wounds ; 
but let the cm^ instruct in meekuess, and be thou 
pleased to give the other repentance to the acknow- 
ledgment of the truth. To this end, do thou, O 
Lord, mollify all exasperated minds ; take off all 
animosities and {Prejudices, contempt, and heart 
burnings ; and, by uniting their hearts, prepare for 
the reconciling their opinions. And, that nothing 
may interrupt the clear sight of thy truth. Lord, let 
all private and secular designs be totally deposited ; 
that gain may no longer be the measure of our god- 
liness, but that the one great and common concern- 
mient of truth and peace may be unanimously and 
vigorously pursued. And do thou so guide and 

* Dr. Hammond. 
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prosper alt pacific endeavoured that those happy^ 
primitive days may at length revert,* wherein vice was 
the only heresy." 

Is there any one, who can from his heart offer up 
such a Sprayer as this, and yet maintain, that a 
scheme, tending heyond all other human means to its 
accomplishment, is without religion ? Rather let hitn 
acknowledge, that an establishment^ which shall bring 
together young men of every sect to ** get under- 
standing/' and shall induce them to lay aside for a 
while the petty animosities of party, appears eminently 
fitted to realize the great design of religion, that it is 
well adapted, according to the measure of human 
wisdom and ability, to promote " glory to God in the 
highest, peace on earth, and good will among men/' 
** This,", said Chrysostom,* " is the rule of the 
most perfect Christianity, 1;his the exact boundary, 
this the highest summit of excellence^ to seek what 
conduces to the common good." * 

Mr, Jefferson, formerly President of the Unit^jd 
States of North America, a man of the highest rank 
in intellectual and moral endowments, in hits account 
of the " Proceedings of the Commissioners for the 
University of Virginia/' t states, that although "in 
conformity with the principles of the constitution, 
which places all sects of religion on an equal footing," 
they have proposed no professor of divinity, yet " the 
proofs of the Being of. a God, the Creator, Preserver, 
and Supreme Ruler of the universe, the author of all 
the relations of morality, and of the laws and oMiga- 

*^ Orat. 25, t Printed at Richmond, U. S. A.D. 1818. 
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tiqns these infer, will be within the province of the 
professor of ethics." " Proceeding thus far," says 
he, " without offence to the constitution, we have 
thought it proper at this point to leave every sect to 
provide, as they think fittest, the means of further 
instruction in their own pecuUar tenets/' Of the 
large space, which Natural Religion occupies in every 
well-arranged course of ethics, and of the grandeur 
and sublimity, the supreme importance and the 
beneficial influence of the topics, which it includes, 
any reader may satisfy himself by opening Professor 
Stewart's *' Outlines of Moral Philosophy ,'V where 
more than 70 octavo pages are occupied with the 
heads of lectures upon this part of his subject.* In 
like manner, instruction in the fundamental branches 
of religion, as well as of morality, will form a proper 
and an indispensable part of the course of philosophy, 
which will be hereafter proposed for a new English 
university. Nor is it necessary, that professors of 
divinity should be excluded from. it. It is only 
required, that all sects and classes should have an 
equal right to the use of its advantages. If therefore 
a rule be adopted for the establishment of theological 
professorships, in conformity with which any sect or 
sodety, or even any individual may introduce them, 

• P. 173— 244. Second Edition. Edinburgh, 1801. 

How much may be done hy a professor of ethics to raise the 
moral character and to cherish the virtuous feelings of youths is 
beautifully shown in Leechman's account of the manner of teaching 
- adopted ^by the amiable and accomplished Dr. Francis Hutcheson 
at Glasgow— See'.the. Memoir prefixed to his Moral Philosophy, 
V. i. ' 
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the just aiid equal prindpl^ of the uuiversity will 
not he infringed, and its utility will prohahly he 
extended. 

Nor is it requisite that rdiigious worship should 
form no part of the provisions of the university, 
although it be not performed^ as at Oxford and Gam- 
bridge, according to the prescriptions of an Act of 
Parliament, If it should appear to be the general 
wish of the members of the projected university, that 
Christian instruction should be given, and offices of 
devotion performed under its special care and direct 
controul, perhaps this may be done even in England, 
(for it is done in America,) without violating the 
equal rights of the various sects of religionists. 
Agreeably to a imanimous vote of the academical 
&culty and the board of trustees of Transylvania 
University in Kentucky, the ministers of every deno- 
mination in the adjacent town of Lexington are 
invited to preach in turn, during the session, in the 
University chapel. Catholics, Episcopalians, Presby- 
terians, Independents, Baptists, Methodists, and Jews, 
are included in this number. *' It is believed," says 
President HoUey, ^^that this is a measure eminently 
calculated to unite public sentiment, to secure public 
confidence, to advance the interests of truth, to extend 
Catholicism, and to excite a spirit of emulation in 
the cause of religious liberality." If the English 
cannot adopt a similar course, supposing it expedient 
and necessary, their inability can arise only from that 
unsocial and unchristian spirit, which would be best 
corrected by their union for the purposes of liberal 
education. 
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But the friends of such a sdieme will probably h& 
led by mature reflection to conclude, that th^ semi- 
nary will flourish most, and will best promote the 
interests even of virtue and of piety, if it is destitute 
of those functions, both municipal and ecclesiastical, 
which the universities founded in former ages have 
esteemed among their highest privileges and their 
most sacred and indispensable duties. All these 
offices will be better left in the hands of those who 
already discharge them. Why should a university 
erect itself into a court of law, or pretend to judge of 
crimes and misdemeanours, when magistrates are 
appointed, to whom this business properly belongs ? 
And why should the same body undertake to r^ulate 
the daily devotions and to form the moral and reli* 
gious principles of its young members, when this is 
done by their parents, tutcnrs, and guardians at home, 
and by the ministers of religion in places of pubUo 
worship ? Let the university teach well the languages, 
the sciences, and the liberal arts. Let its professors 
and students perform their daily devotions in private^ 
in their families, or in the colleges, or other academical 
societies, to which they may belong ; and on the 
Sunday let them resort to the parish church, to their 
college chapels, or to whatever other places of worship 
they may prefer. Their piety will then be real and 
sincere in proportion as it is not forced. 

The essential distinction of the univerdtj^^now pro- 
jected is the absence of every kind of political or 
religious test as the mode of admission to its honours 
and advantages. Persons of every religious party 
will avail themselves of its institutions in whatever 
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way may best suit their peculiar principles, views, and 
circumstances. Those who prefer placing their young 
men in private families, to be either under their own 
controul, or under the controul of individuals respon- 
sible for their good behaviour, may adopt this course* 
Those, on the other hand, who are attached to colle- 
giate discipline, or who think it necessary to incul- 
cate their peculiar, doctrines and observances, may 
erect colleges to any extent, may enact their own 
statutes, and enjoy the benefits of the university on 
whatever terms they please, provided they do not, 
violate its laws. And it is desirable that these laws 
should be as few as possible. When we think of the 
folio volumes filled with the statutes of Oxford and 
Cambridge, our only fear for a new university is, not 
that it would be in want of laws, but lest it should 
legislate too much. Laws must be framed for the 
administration of its funds, for the useM and efiective 
discharge of its several offices, and for the further 
extension of its advantages. But all provisions 
regarding dress, eating and drinking, amusements 
and exercises, and all practices whatsoever, which are 
not necessarily connected with the primary object of 
the institution, should be avoided on the principle, 
that its usefulness is abridged by every thing tending 
to render its benefits less accessible to any individual, 
however disposed^ or however circumstanced. 

But it will be asked, shall impiety, shall open 
profligacy, be allowed within the precincts of a uni- 
versity ? The answer is, that to exclude them entirely 
were impossible. They show themselves in the 
existing.Universities in defiance of locks and bolts, of 
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statutes, censures, fines, expulsion. To restrain them 
to ike utmost ought to be the endeavour of all, who 
are concerned in the business of education, and more 
especially of those, to whom this duty properly 
belongs, of tutprs, of parents and guardians, and of 
the conductors of separate colleges or other subor- 
dinate societies. The university may best promote 
this object, not by threats, which cannot be executed^ 
nor by exclusions, which would pnly cut off the 
unhappy offender from the chance of reformation, 
but by enforcing regularity of attendance upon his 
academical exercises, by affording him means of dis- 
tinction apart from those of vice and folly, and by 
furnishing in the various branches of literature and 
science pursuits, which may excite his curiosity, pre- 
occupy his attention, and sjtimulate him to an emula- 
tion, innocent, virtuous, and noble. To accomplish 
these objects, each professor should be held account- 
able for the conduct of the students as members of 
his clasSy though not as members of society. Of 
their attendance upon him he is competent to judge : * 
of their conduct elsewhere he must be almost or 
altogether ignorant. But, if a young man is punctual 
and diligent in his attendance there, this is of itself 
a confflderable security for the general propriety of 
his behaviour ; at least it affords ground to hope for 
his improvement. For one man, who has engaged in 
the arduous duties of a professorship, to examine 
with accuracy into the moral characters of his nu- 
merous hearers is impossible : to pretend to do it, or 
to undertake the task of correcting their irregularities, 

E 
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could only end in deception, in disappointment and 
mortification. 

The greatest masters of learning are often not the 
best judges of human character, and, if they set 
themselves up as censors of morals, will probably 
involve themselves in such contentions as will make 
them bitterly repent, that they departed from their 
appropriate sphere. A moralist, admirably skilled; in 
the pr£^tical knowledge of humannature, has shown, 
that the extravagances of youth are no decisive indi<^ 
cations of innate depravity, but that they may pro- 
ceed, even in their greatest excesses, from superior 
natural endowments misdirected and unimproved: 
for as the finest of the inferior animals become either 
exceedingly vicious and unmanageable, or in the 
highest degree obedient and useful, according to their 
training, so boys of the most active and vigorous 
understandings, and of the most ardent and sus- 
ceptiUe dispositions, will infallibly become distin- 
guished in proportion to their native capacities and 
the warmth of their original temperament ; but their 
eminence will be in what is good or in what is bad 
according to the direction, which they receive in 
youth.* To exclude therefore even a profligateyoung 
man from the benefits of academical education may 
be to complete the ruin of a noble mind, and to pre- 
vent it from reaching the highest possible attainments 
in wisdom and in virtue. 

* Socrates, in Xen. Mem. 1. iv. c. i. 3, 4. The remarks of 
Godwin, in the conclusion of the l6th Essay of the Enquirer, on 
-*' Early Indications of Character,'* are to the same effect, p. 
15(>— 159. 
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The generous founder of New College ftt Oxford 
had too mucht wisdom jand knowledge of the world, 
md, may we not add, too much Christian charity, to 
expect qaotl^BS perfection evenan his highly .&voured 
heneficiaries. When it ^was .reported .to hifn, ^that 
some of those, whom he had appointed Fellows, had 
imbibed the errors of Wiclif, he replied, " Absit ut 
ego tantum perpusiliOiSedifieio moo asrogem^ ut fa&li* 
dus .sit quam Aroa Nose, ubi ts^men inter homines 
octo unus reppobus inventus^est ;'aut melius sit, quam 
domus Abraham!, cui dietum est, Bjice ancillam et 
filium ejus. Et quis tandem sum ego, ut in centum 
meis ninos ant atter non impingat,.quum in Apos- 
toliea ilia JDiaeonorum ekotione unus in hflsresim 
pr<4apsufl fuerit, et in eleetione Domini unus ex 
duodedm Apostolis degenerav^rit in Judam pro* 
ditorem?"* 'The errors of youth should be re- 
garded with tendamess as -well a&.with solicitude. 
To restrain them will require a skilfiil, steady, and 
^^pemneed hand, a careful attention to the dispo- 
sitiona and propenntiies of eadii individual, -and a 
patennl concern f<M?his rdbrmation and improvement. 
The duty, cannot be discharged except by a &ther,or 
by one, who oecupies the. place pf a father. Expulsion 
is often a harsh measure, ' which ^ relieves the teacher 
from troidble and exertion by cutting off from the 
otSsnder nearly all ohanee of his^ return to Virtue and 
honour. Instead of havingreconrse to this^ and other 
summary, processes, which elone prq^saorsJn.a. tmi- 
versky can in general adopt, the formation of the 
principles and characters of the students ought to be 
♦ Vita Gul. Wicami, Gxon. I69O, p. 129- 
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committed in all cases, where the guidance of a 
superior is required^ to those who will bestow their 
special attention upop it,— to parents^ guardians j 
and tutors^ to the ministers of religion, and to the 
heads of families and colleges. 



Sect. IV. — View of the Minor Academicallnsti- 
tutians in England; Special reasons which- 
should recommend the proposed Scheme to the 
Church of JEngland, to Catholics, S§ic. 

A BRIEF account may here be introduced of the 
present state of academical education in England, as 
conducted in institutions distinct from the two great 
seminaries of learning. 

Even the clergy of the Established Church, in 
riemote situations have found it necessary, on account 
of the distance of Oxford and Cambridge, and the 
great expenses incurred by a course of study at those 
places, to institute minor eoU^es for the education of 
ministers to officiate in their church. In the year 
1817» a clerical institution was commenced at St. 
Bees in Cumberland, by the Right Rev. G. H. Law^ 
D.D. now Bishop of Bath and WeUs. About the 
same time, another was established at Llampeter in 
Cardiganshire, under the direction of the present 
Bishop of Salisbury, Dr. Burgess. Both of these 
seminaries have been found eminently useful. A 
third institution of a similar kind is said to be pro- 
jected at York. The necessity of some fiirther 
provision for the education of clergymen of the 
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English episcopal church has been ably represented 
by one of their number in a letter addressed to the 
Right Hon. Robert Peel, the Secretary of State for 
the Home Department, and Member of Parliament 
for the University of Oxford. Of the importance of 
this author's statements, and the force of his reason-' 
irigis, At becomes his brethren candidly and seriously 
to judge. He recommends as ^* a suitable and 
encouraging model for the church college," which he 
vrould wish to see established in England, the Theolo-. 
gical Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
North America.* The Trustees of this excellent 
seminary, among the reasons for its removal from 
New York to Newhaven in Connecticut, observe, 
that " its contigiiity to Yale College will afford it 
the advantages of the valuable library, and the public 
lectures of that institution.**! This. affiliation of the 

* Enquiry into the Studies and Discipline adopted in the two 
English Universities, as preparatory to Holy Orders in the Esta- 
blished Church. By a Graduate. 1824. P. 42. 

t Plan of the Theological Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of the, United States, Hartford (Connecticut). 1820. P. 7. 

The Rev. Thomas Gisbome (in his " Enquiiy into the Duties 
of Men in the higher and middle Classes of Society in Great Britain" 
5th Ed. vol. ii. p. 90, 91), appears to have anticipated in some 
respects the " Graduate's" vievir of this important subject. 

" The present system," says he, "highly pernicious to all, is. 
jdngularly detrimental to young men of small fortunes destined for 
the church. It initiates them into a course of profusion culpable 
in itself, arid productive of habits and desires particularly unbe- 
coming the profession for which they are designed, and the stations 
which in general they are to occupy. And it is likely to have this 
further consequence, that by much the greater part of country 
clergymen, whose sons, from the habits in which they are brought 
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mmoT ecdesiasliiGai establishment to the more eompi^ 
hensive institutioQ formed for public and general 
purposely is no less creditable to the Hberal £{)irit of 
its prcgeetors than manifestly ben^dal in its ten* 
deney. 

' The Cathdics and Dissenteis; who aim at' the adTan^i^ 
tages peculiar to a university^ conmionly send their 
i^tis to Scotland, or to the Continent. They hav^ 
however, numerous academies established in England 
with a view to obtain as far as possible the same 
benefits without the risk and inconvenience of a 
foreign education* The Catholics have six colleges 
of this description at Stony hurst, in Lancashire ; at 
Ushaw, near Durham ; at Ampleforth, near York ; at 
Oscott, near Birmingham ; at Downside, neaar Bath ; 
and at Old-Hall Ghneen, near Ware, in Hertfordshire. 
The greatest number of pupils' at any one of these 
establishments is something less than 200 ; the 
fifmallcist may be 40 or 50. In all of them a school 
for boys is a part of the establishm^t, only a sn^iall 
proportion of the entire number going throng courses 
of study in the higher departments of science and 
literature. The system of instruction is skilfully 
art'ang^d so^ as to lead the mind from th)e elements of 
knowledge, adapted to the capacities of boys, to the 
more advanced studies, which may be necessary in 
manhood either to the exercise of the sacerdotal 

up at hoi[he, ate htttet ada^pted than any other partictilaar class of 
in^viduals to fbrm a snccesi^on of tiddisterff of the gospel, will 
sooil be no longer atde> even if they etre able at present, to stipport 
the charges of a young man's eduofttion at a university, and at the 
same tiifte to do justicfe to the rest of their family." 
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ftmctioiiSi or to the honourahle diaoharge oi the 
various duties, which belong to Englishmen in &e 
middling and higher ranks of sodety. All the 
scholars in these seminaries are carefully imbu^ with 
the principles of the Catholic faith, and are expected 
to confortn to the same worship and discipline. Great 
attention is pad by their numerous masters and 
professors to the preservation of perfect purity of 
language and morals ; cheerful and healthy recreations 
are encouraged among them, and carried on with 
great spirit ; and their imagination is cultivated, and 
the refinement of their taste promoted, by the care 
which they bestow upon eloquence, poetry, and music. 
Among the different denominations of Dissenters, 
the Independents, or Congregationalists, have the 
greatest number of seminaries for academical educa- 
tion ; mz. one at Highbury, and another at Homer- 
ton, near London ; one at Rotherham, and another at 
Idle, in Y^kshire ; a fifth at Blackburn, in Lanca- 
shire ; a sixth at Axminster, in Devonshire ; and a 
seventh at Newport-Pagnel, in Buckinghamshire. The 
students at these places are all educated with a view 
to the Christian ministry. At Highbury there are 
40 ; at Homerton, 20 ; at each of the other seminaries 
the number is not more than 15. From the Report 
for 1825, of the Hoxton Academy, now removed to 
Highbury, it appears that the aunual subscriptions 
amount to 1,449/. and its whole annual income to 
2,894/. Since the publication of that Report, the 
friends of the institution have had the satisfaction of 
completing, at an expense of about 20,000/. thdr present 
college. The site of this handsome and commodious 
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edifice, cowisting of four acres of land, was purchased 
for 2000 guineas, and presented to the institution by 
the Treasurer, Mr. Thomas Wilson. The tutors are 
the Rev. William Harris, LL.D. Henry Foster 
Burder, M.A. and Robert Halley. The " Homerton 
College Society,*' which commenced A. D. 17S0, has 
lately erected a neat and spacious edifice for the ac- 
commodation of its tutors and students, at the ex- 
pense of about 10,000/. The present tutors are the 
Rev. John Pye Smith, D.D. and the Rev. William 
Walford. The entire course of study in this semi- 
nary occupies six years. The first two ar^ principally 
devoted to the classics ; to which is added through 
the remaining four, the study of natural and moral 
philosophy, of history, and of theology. An inter- 
esting account of the plan of education pursued in 
this establishment may be seen in the Appendix to 
the Life of Mr. Spencer of Liverpool, by the Rev. 
Thomas Raffles, LL.D. At Rotherham, besides the 
study of theology, and of the Greek, Latin, Hebrew, 
Syriac, and other ancient and modem languages, the 
institution provides instruction in mathematics, che^ 
mistry, metaphysics, and natural and moral philo- 
sophy. These studies are conducted by the Rev. 
James Bennett, Theological Tutor, and the Rev. 
Thomas Smith, M.A. Classical Tutor. 

The theological seminaries, supported by the Bap- 
tists, are the academy at Bristol, now under the care 
of the Rev. Messrs. Crisp and Anderson, which 
provides accommodation for 33 students; that at 
Bradford in Yorkshire, superintended by the Rev. 
William Steadman, D.D. ; a third at Stepney, under 
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the care of the Rev. Dr. Newman ; and a fourth at 
Abergavenny, in Monmouthshire. 

The Presbyterian, or Unitarian Dissenters^ support 
an academy at York, under the superintendence of 
three tutors, the Rev. Messrs. WeUbeloved, Turner, 
and Kenrick* This institution differs from the other 
dissecting colleges in admitting both Divinity and 
Lay students. It probably yields to no semiiiary in 
England, either in the extent or the accuracy of its 
literary and scientific piu-suits. The usual number 
of students is about 30. As in the dissenting 
colleges, which "have been already enumerated, the 
greatest source of income is from annual subscrip- 
tions. The subscription list amounts to between 
700/. and 800/. ; the total annual receipts, arising 
from this together with various other sources, are 
more than 2000/. The principal part of the perma- 
nent property of this institution consists in an estate 
of 310 acres near Kirk-by-moorside. The following 
extract from the Annual Report explains its plan of 
study. 

"The Trustees, in pursuing their primary object, 
the Education of Dissenting Ministers, have endea- 
voured to render the Institution at the same time 
subservient to the liberal education of youth in 
general, without distinction of party or religious 
denomination, and exempt from' every political test 
and doctrinal subscription. The course of instruction 
for the Christian ministry comprehends five years ; 
but it is so arranged, that, with the single exception 
of the study of Hebrew, the whole course during 
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the first three years, is equally suitable for lay 
students. 

"In the first year, the students are instructed in 
the Greek and Latin Classics, in Ancient History, 
and in Latin and English Composition ; in the ele- 
ments of PlaneGeometry, Algebra, and Trigonometry. 

" In the second year, they proceed in the Greek 
and Latin Classics, and in the practice of composition 
in EngliBh and Latin ; and read a course of Modem 
History, in pursuing which their attention is particu- 
larly directed to the History and Principles of the 
English Constitution. They are instructed in the 
Geometry of Solids, of the Conic Sections, and of the 
Sphere, and in the higher parts of Algebra.. Lectures 
aje also given on the Philosophy of the Mind, on 
Ethics, and the elements of Political Science. 

" In the third year, they are further instructed in 
the Greek and Latin Classics, and in the Belles 
Lettres ; in some of the higher branches of Mathe- 
matics, and the Newtonian system of physical Astro- 
nomy. Lectures are also delivered on Logic ; and on 
the Evidences t)f Natural and Revealed Religion. 
An extensive course of Natural and Experimental 
Philosophy and Chemistry forms a part of the 
business both of the second and third sessions."* 

To the institutions now enumerated must be added, 

* Numerous details respecting the history, progress^ and disci- 
pline, of Manchester College, York, may be seen in the Monthly 
Repository of Theology and General Literature, especially in 
vols. ii. and xi. See also the Life of Dr. Percival of Manchester, 
by his son Edward Percival, MiD. p. Ixxvii. &c. In this in«truc- 
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besides more private and domestic seminaries, the 
institution at Cheshunt for the education of Methodist 
preachers, founded by the Countess of Huntingdon ; 
the Academy for the education of Dissenting Minis- 
ters, founded at the beginning of the last century by 
Mr. Coward, conducted formerly at Northampton and 
Daventry, and now at Wymondly House in Hertford- 
shire, distinguished, through a long course of years, by 
. encouraging the spirit of free inquiry, and rendered 
eminent by the talents, virtues, and public usefulness 
of its teachers, and many of its pupils;* and last, 
thougbpUot inconsiderable in importance and respect- 
ability, the Presbyterian College at Caermarthen, 
which is conducted upon the same liberal principles, 
by the aid of funds derived from the noble bequest 
of Dr. Daniel Williams. 

Several of the institutions comprehended in this 
enumeration possess extensive and valuable libraries, 
with philosophical apparatus, and museums of natural 
history and of other curiosities. 

Besides theologic<il seminaries, it appears proper 
to notice also those established for civil purposes, as 
the East India College at Haileybury, near Hertford ; 
that at Croydon, maintained likewise by the East 
India Company; and the Royal Military Colleges 

dve memoir^ we are informed that the scheme which Dr. Percival 
most approved for the education of ministers to officiate among 
^e body of Dissenters^ to which he belonged, was to maintain 
tibem as students in one of the Scottish Universities, and that he 
deemed Glasgow the most suitable for this purpose. ^ 

* The early history of this academy may be read in Orton's 
Life of Doddridge. Its present tutors are Messrs. Morell and 
Hull. The students are 20 in number. 
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at Woolwich and Sandhurst. These instit!«tian& are 
well known to be frequented by great numbers of 
pupils^ and to be under the superintendence of able 
and distinguished pro&ssors. A very accessible ac- 
count of that at Haileybury, under the article HerU 
ford, in Rees's Cyclopedia, exhibits a remarkably 
comprehensive and liberal plan of instruction, con- 
ducted by men of great celebrity in their several de- 
partments.^ The plan of instruction at Woolwich 
and Sandhurst is described in the Journal, edited at 
the Royal Institution, for 1826. 

* In 1824> there were 172 pupils at Haileybury. The general 
expense was 18,012/. Ss. Id. out of which 10,698/. 19*« 6^. wa» 
paid by private contributcnrs. The Company had, therefore, only 
expended 7^313/. Ss. Id. At Croydon, the total number of scho- 
lars and cadets was 374. The expense to the Company of educating 
each student was SgL 15s. Sd, besides what they paid themselves. 
—OrierUal Herald for Oct. 1824. 

The institution of a university without sectarian distinctions 
is perhaps quite as important, when considered in connexion wijkh 
the good government of the countless and multifarious population 
of Hindoostan, as when regarded in relation to the prosperity of 
any class of religionists in this country. It was doubtless with 
enlightened views of the expansion of the understanding, produced 
by intercourse with a large body of polished and studious compe* 
titors, that Lord Grenville recommended the education of the £a$t 
India Company's civil servants at Oxford and Cambridge, bi 
such a university as is now projected, these advantages would not 
only be enjoyed in at least equal proportion, but would be open to 
idl his Majesty's subjects, to Catholics no less than Protestants, 
and to natives of Scotland, who furnish a very abundant supply of 
East Indian functionaries, no less than to Englishmen. Nor is st 
to be apprehended that after the adoption of such a scheme, thei 
young orientalists would find themselves in the condition of tkeir> 
great predecessor. Sir William Jones, who, when he was a student 
at Oxford, and was anxious to learn the Arabic language, found it 
necessary to procure the services of a foreigner, to convey him 
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The various religious bodies^ by which the above 
mentioned aLcademical institutions are supported, 
would no doubt greatly rejoice, if to all the benefits at 
present conferred through their instrumentality they 
could hope to unite the still higher honours and 
advantages belonging to an education in a university. 
Upon the^ establishment of a university, free ftom 
sectarian restrictions, and formed solely for the 
purpose of giving to all applicants the best literary, 
scientific, and professional instruction, it is probable, 
that Collets would be founded in subordination to it, 
not only by members of the Church of England/ but 
by Catholics and Protestant Dissenters, whose Chris- 
tian spirit of union and co-operation would thus be 
evinced in a way most honourable to their religion 
and their patriotism. / 

Of all parties the Church of England ought to be 
;he most forward in the generous and liberal patronage 
of such a scheme. The odious policy of the apostate 
Julian,* who, in order that he might most effectually 
degrade the Christians a^nd destroy their influence, 
forbade them to study the liberal arts, the Church of 
England must disdain. Her vast pre-eminence in 

thither^ and to maintain him at his own private expense^ and who 
pursued this plan^ notwithstanding the facilities arising from the 
high distinction which he had already gained as a scholar^ notwith- 
standing also the existence of two Arabic professorships in the 
University^ and the confident and often repeated assertion^ which 
he himself appears to have countenanced^ that every man may in 
that seat of the Muses find ample means of instruction in every 
conceivable branch of human knowledge. 

* Socrates, Hist. Eccles. lib. iii. c. 12; Am. Marcellinus, l.xxv. 
c. 4. . . 
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weal^^ power/ and mfluence, ought to place ber far 
above every jealoufi fear: the superior iIIuimnation» 
whkh may be presumed to be the result of her exdu^ 
site enjoyment of the advantages t^£ the twor/^sting 
Universities, oi^btto 'make her friendly to the linli^ 
mited diffusion of kmmle^e, and of aU tjie.hmomia 
and the bendSti^ wluch knofdiedge can bestow ; and 
the cofiitoaBdiiig station which sheoeeiipies should be 
oonsideredby her afi^imposing an ObHgation to exhibit 
a corresponding spirit of generosity, and to ei)ftpIoy her 
unrivalled means of exalting and im|nro\'ing the 
national character for the noblest end^-^^for ib^ 
promotion of the undissemUed land disinterested love 
of truth and virtiae among ;all descriptions o£ the 
people. The reasoning of an accmnplished prelate of 
this Church, occasioned by some < objections >to tiht 
formation of the Royal 6ooiety, will be no less appli- 
taMe in the event of the establishment of a new 
university. Believing the. Church of England to be 
grounded on the biasis of scripture and reason, wd 
vindicating the ** unprejudiced .mixtune " of its 
members with ingenknss men of other sects f(»r.phUo- 
aopfaieal purposes, he maintains, that its supporters 
" ought not to be apprehensive of this free converse 
of various judgments," and adds, " Our doctrine and 
discipline will be so far from receiving damage by it, 
that it were the best way to make them universally 
^(ibraced, if tiiey were oftener brought to be canv9.ssed 
amidst all sorts of Dissenters."* 



♦ History of the Royal Society, by Thomas Sprat, D.D. Bishop 
of Rochester, Part II. 
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All the prindpal parties, which differ from the 
Church of England, appear to be interested in the 
same object, not merely on the general grounds, which 
have been already explained, but on considerations to 
be derived from their peculiar circumstances. Among 
ihese minor bodies, those, to whom the establishment 
of a national university is the most important, are the 
members of the Church of Rome. They include 
many of the most ancient, noble, and opulent families 
in the kingdom. All their habits, feelings, andasso^ 
ciations, convince them of the inestimable value of a 
corresponding education for their youth, who can thus 
only be secured from the ruinous and degrading 
effects of fashionable pleasures, and who must seek in 
science and literature that occupation of their leisure, 
and that lustre proportioned to their rank, which the 
sons of Protestants find in their admittance to the 
ofiices of magistrates and legislators. 

The same considerations will powerfully weigh with 
Protestant Dissei^ters as they rise to easy circumstances 
by their industry and skill. The most obnoxious 
part of the exclusive system now in force against them 
is the denial of those equal opportunities of liberal 
and honourable education, without which all the fruits 
of their commercial and manufacturing employments 
are of comparatively little value. Their efforts to 
obtain these advantages, as far as they are attainable 
by unchartered seminaries, are highly creditable to 
their generous zeal, more especially if we take into 
account the continual propensity of their members to 
desert them, and join the Established Church as soon 
as they become the most capable of contributing to 
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the expenses of such institutions. But, notwithstand- 
ing the great and unremitting exertions of the various 
classes of Dissenters to obtain for their youth the 
advantages of academical education, they cannot be 
ignorant of the far higher benefits which would be 
open to theln in a university ; and the value^ which 
they place upon these benefits, is sufficiently manifest 
from the practice of all those parents who, in order to 
secure them, send their sons to other countries. The 
sense of the real or fancied wrongs, which they sustain ^ 
and of the public distrust and suspicion implied in 
their legal disqualifications, necessarily tends to 
produce an unfavourable effect upon their social dispo- 
sitions, and causes their integrity to be accompanied 
by a portion of reserve, and a disposition to irritation, 
very much at variance with the general benevolence 
of their principles and feelings, perhaps also by an 
excessive attachment' to their peculiar doctrines and 
observances, and by false conceptions of the views of 
those, whom they regard as their oppressors. No 
method would be better suited to produce perfect 
openness, confidence, and simplicity of temper and 
manners, in union with sterling honesty, than their 
admission to a place of academical education, patro* 
nized and frequented upon equal terms by themselves 
and by Churchmen. Let them be enabled, by the 
just and impartial provisions of the Government, and 
by their own free co-operation with discerning and 
like-minded members of the Established Church, to 
resort to a seminary, where they may be habituated 
to the pursuit of truth and the admiration of good- 
ness; where their minds may be enlarged by inter- 
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course with the professors of a difFarent religion; and 
where, by means of all the influences of enlightened 
philosophy, classical eloquence, and ardent emulation, 
they may be imbued with public spirit and generosity 
of sentiment, enriched with science, and adorned with 
taste ; let them thus be allowed the opportunity of 
rising to a level with the graduates of Oxford and 
Cambridge in the possession of all those mental and 
moral endowments, by which, and not by wealth or 
titles, the hearts of men are touched and their 
conduct influenced ; let them be at length admitted 
to this participation in the noblest privileges of 
Englishmen, and they will feel their true dignity, 
receive their due proportion of deference and respect, 
and be able to stand forward on all occasions with a 
prevailing voice as the advocates of religious freedom. 
There are other religious professors, not inconsi- 
derable in numbers and in wealth, to whom this 
subject cannot fail to be interesting. The Jews, that 
insulated people, whom Christians in all parts of the 
world profess to pity, while they despise, and attempt 
to convert, while they persecute and insult them, 
have been forced by the existing institutions of the 
land and the prevailing sentiments of the people to 
hold intercourse with their neighbours almost solely 
for the purpose of pecuniary profit. But of what use 
are the ample fortunes, which they amaito/ so long as 
they cannot cultivate their superior powers of taste 
and understanding? Access to a place of liberal 
education, to halls of learning and science frequented 
by all sects and parties, would infuse into them viewis 
and motives, which would remove the reproach now 
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clinging to their names, and devate them from the 
mve power of aocumulatii^ wealth to the means of 
usimg it well, and of improving the character and 
condition, first, of their own nation, and then of those 
miong whom they are disposed. Napoleon Bona^ 
parte, though no frbnd of libertj, deserves to be 
mentioned here as having acted a part in this point 
mixce enlightened, and more conformable to the mild, 
equitable, and all*embracing spirit of Ghristiamty, 
than any of his contemporaries. While France was 
under his government, Jews were admitted into the 
Polytechnic and Normal Schools, and were even 
sought out and encouraged to enter thenu 

Another sect,, of wht»n special mention ebould be 
made in discussing the prefect of a new university^ is 
the Society of Friends. The pursuit of learning and 
sd^c^ and the cultivation of taste, ^e advancing 
^png th^m ; but fyom Oxford and Cambridge they 
are sh^t out, not only by the same regulations, which 
exclude all other Sectaries, but by the oaths, which are 
squired by the stMutes of those Universities to be 
t^09 Qn m^ny diffident occasions. 

Ta. the various bodies of religious professors, these 
eonsiderations are respectfully submitted in the hope 
that they will gladly join in the endeavour to esta- 
blisk and support a university open to all without 
distinction, convinced of its great importance to the 
honour of the naticm, to the promotion of knowledge 
and truth, of virtue and good manners, of public spirit 
aild patriotism, and to their own respectability and 
improvement, both as separate sects, and as individual 
members of society. 
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Skcj. V.^f^ariion oftH Yem to be passed ^i the 
Unkersi^ : Session tQ l%^ten Mouths, 

T«F ^p^ntXw of the r/aade? is ww reqwfsted to 
Qtjmt mqmm vegardiog the pko, diBdipUoft, gQFero- 
ip^nt, md studies of the prqj^eted seminary, which, 
tbou^ pf we^ inferior mom^ut to the topics already 
discussed, viU daini attention, {/*a new univen^ty be 
founded, and are themselves strong airgun^^ats in 
&vour of the necessity of its foundation. 

Thie first of these minor inquiries relates to th^ 
portion of tim£, which ought tq^be devoted to study. 
Those who go to the Seotdi Universities repair to 
ihem early in November, And leave th^n about the 
mi of April, Of the beginnmg of May. Thus half 
the year is left unoccupied by academical employ* 
ments.* In the English Universities, a still smaller 
pc^on of the year is appropriated to study, and great 
j^xpense, great loss of time, and much distraction of 
thought, are produced by ihe division of this portion 
Into three or foui- separate tepQ]LS.f In tHe l^ast 

* " A.U imyrovenjient, which has beeu fiiequeiitly pri^po^^^ l^^t 
from prejudice^ the result of ancient c^st9x^^ Qever jB^rjL^ji mto 
^ect> is the prol^gation of th^ session of college. J^t preseQt^ it 
con^H^ only f^ five moiitl^s, F^icih, ^mdo^ h^Wg^tfiftAe^ with 
other incpuvenieiiEices, ^%^ ^^ professors to m§et t^ §t.u4eBts 
no fewi^ than three times a day^ aii4 to copd^et s^i ccmdude 
tl^eir lecture^ iiiore rapidly tj^^an wpuld b^ meo^^ary m a longer 
aessipn."— Acww^jt of the Mauisch^d Collf ^ of Aibeirdeep, ip Sir 
J. Sinclair's Sl^i^t^^al Account of %)|jaji4, y. xxi. p. 139* - 

t Uiide^graduates at Oxford g^e required to k^p feiur t&tjm in 
each year^ two by six weeks' residence^ and two by thro^ wedk»^ xmr 

d by Google 



F g 

Digitized b 



68 

India Colleges at Harleybury and Croydon, in the 
Dissenting academies, and in the' polleges of the 
Roman Catholics, the session is never less than nine 
months. The North American colleges so far adhere 
to the model of the University of Cambridge in this 
country as to have three vacations, which, however, 
do not amount altogether to more than 10 or 12 
weeks. The only exception appears to be Harvard 
College in Cambridge, Massachusetts, where it has 
been lately proposed to abridge the length of the three 
vacations from nearly 14 weeks in. the whole to 
10 weeks; Iti the universities of Germany there are 
every .year two sessions, each of five months. The 
professors are. in general very industrious, and their 
only period of relaxation is the interval between one 
stesion and another, which, however, they contrive, 
in many instances, to prolong from a month to six 
weeks. Some continental seminaries, as was the case 
inythe Irish College at Salamanca, have no vacations. 
Mr. Campbell, in his suggestions . respecting the 

denoe for each term. Residence during 12 such terms isnecessaiy 
to take the degree of B. A. ; and an additional residence during 
one term of three weeks to take the degree of M. A. (See the 
Oxford Calendar.) The periods of residence are not longer which 
are required at Cambridge. 

The remarks offered here and elsewhere upon the practice 
of the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge are by no means 
introduced for the purposes of censure or reproach. The object is 
simply to apprize those, who are interested in the subject, of 
matters of fact ; and, if the regulations of those celebrate^ bodies 
are made the subjects of animadversion, the design^ iff, first, to 
show that some other establishment is wanted which may not be 
liable to the same objections, and, secondly, to employ the expe- 
rienco of former times as a guide for the present age. 
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projected CoUege in London^ makes a proposal to the 
same effect, and recommends with a view to its 
accomplishment, that there should be.: two sets .of 
professors to lecture during, alternate, seasons. It 
appears, however, that some intermission is certainly 
necessary for the convenience and reasonable gratifica- 
.tionof both tutors and pupils; and it may be 
proposed, that this should extend from the beginning 
of July to the end of August, besides a vacation of a 
-week or 10 days at Christmas, and two or three 
holidays at Easter.* Allowance being made for the 
time to be occupied at the end of every session in 
public examinations and other annual meetings, not 
less than nine full months will thus be left for th^ 
purposes of literary and scientific instruction. 

The adoption of such a regulation as this in 
preference to the systems of either the English or 
the Scotch universities will, it is hoped, approve itself 
to every impartial and reflecting mind. It cannot be 
questioned, that youths from 16 to 21 years old are 
at least as capable of continued and strenuous applicar- 
tion to study as those of inferior age ; nor can it be 
doubted, that the usefrd employment of their time is 
at least equally important. Indeed no period of life 
appears so valuable as this ; for it is then that the 

* Dr. Knox, in His well-known animadversions upon the two 
Universities {Liberal Education, vol. ii. sect. 45), proposes, that 
instead of four terms amounting^ according to his calculation, to 
ahoiit 13 weeks, there should be '^ but one term, continuing with- 
out interruption from the 1st of October to the end of July, with 
a week's vacation at Christmas." He considersN « two months as 
quite sufficient for the purposes of visiting friends and relations, 
and for all useful recreation." , • 
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diaracier is chiefly fofmed^ th6 powertf 6f the Biittd 
most rafttdly ^pand, uikA the promise is gitrte <^the 
'ftttainments and Excellencies of the futwre ittan. Is 
it not almost a {irofligate waste of this |)retioii8 agi^ to 
pass scarce half of it in regular and Systematic 
industry ? Of those, who gp to be educated at, a 
ubiversity, education is coinmonly the sble bltsineaid. 
What gobd reascm can possibly be asittgned, why this 
business should hot occupy ne^ly thdur whole tifide 
and attention ? If recreation be necessaf'yi ds unddub^ 
edly it is, it may be enjoyed ^vith far gl-eatqr adv^aii* 
tage both to the health df their bodies alid to the 
vigour of their minds by bein|^ evenly intermixed vf itfa 
th^ir bc^emic laboul:, than by b^]% referred ^ a 
few seasons of repoise, succeeding to periodii of intense 
and uninterrupted exertion. It may be alleged, that 
the students at out preisent Universities work duiing 
ih^ vacations, althou^ they cannot then attend 
tectures, or rei^ide in college. But, if a university 
presents any decided advantages over mere private 
study, and if the student is benefited by frequenting 
it during five or six moilths of the year, his improvt^ 
ment may be expected to be propordonately greater 
by prolonging the p^ri(kl of his attendance to nine or 
tien tnonths. Tbs longest time iisi short enough fiir 
the work, which is to be performed ; and, if instead of 
tlbe limited and impei^ect range of inqidry now 
presented by the highest rank of our academic^ 
ihstrvHJtots, a new university isball seek to gain cele^ 
brtty ahd bo attract crowds of students by offering a 
course of education more extensive, various, and 
complete, it can only do so hy occupying a much 
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JjNTger portion of the ydar. By fixing upon a sesBiott 
of 10 montiis' duiation^ twic^ as much may betanght 
as is now tangbt at the Scotch and English universi^ 
lieSy even indepCTdentiy of any improvements, which 
may be made in tfie method of instruction. 



Sect. VI.— Course of Studies. 

The length of the session being tiius determined, 
fawt years appear sufficient to communicate as 
per&ct an acquaintance with literature and science as 
is generally requisite to academical education, and to 
teach every thing important, which is now taught with 
that view in the British Uidversities, together with 
such additional learning as is necessary to supply their 
deficiencies, and to render the sdieme of instruction 
uniform and complete. ITie best mode ofem/pkying 
these years must be ascertained from a regard to the 
situation and wants of man, and to the natural pro* 
gress <^ his mind in attaining knowledge. 

LfOOtychidas, the Spartan, having been asked what 
free boys ought most to learn, answered, ^' What will 
be useful to them, when they have become men,"* 
Had this obvious dictate of common sense been acted 
upon, the practice of all civilized countries and of aU 
ages subsequent to its delivery would have been 
widely different from what it has been. The educa- 
tion of young men of rank has been almost solely 
conducted, both in ancient and modem times, by 

* Plutarchi Apoph. Laconica. 
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professed philosophers^ by schoolmen, and by ecde^ 
siastics. The situation of such persons causes their 
knowledge to be speculative rather than practical, and 
their inquiries to relate rather to the subjects c£ 
abstract, though sublime contemplation, than to those 
which every day address themselves to the outward 
senses, and enter into the occupations of common life. 
That knowledge, which they esteem as their peculiar 
and most honourable distinction, they make it their 
business to communicate to their ingenuous pupils; 
they are not solicitous, perhaps they are not able to 
impart what they consider as a baser order of ideas. 
Among the Lacedemonians and nations of little 
refinement, useful knowledge became as a matter of 
necessity the sole object of pursuit ; — the knowledge 
of warfare, of husbandry, and of the arts of life. 
The rise of a learned and 'philosophical class of men 
produced in the further advancement of society a zeal 
to excel in scholastic attainments, not for use, but for 
distinction; and the exercise of the mind in the 
keenness of logical and rhetorical disputation took 
place of the inuring of the body to deeds of skill and 
prowess. A third sera seems now to have arrived in 
consequence of the general diffiision of science among 
all classes of the people. Education is sought, not 
merely by professional and speculative men, but by 
the manufacturing and the commercial world. All 
wish to understand the principles of the operations, 
which they perform, and to make philosophy the 
universal handmaid to the arts. If^ in accordance 
with the present ideas of mankind, and especially 
with the habits, views, and interests of our own 
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countrymen, a course of liberal education can be 
devised of grieat practical utility, it will' have the 
advantage of keeping attention alive by its continual 
reference to passing events, to recent improvements 
and discoveries, and to the most important pursuits 
and interesting inquiries of those who partake of its 
benefits. It will repay to them the expenses of a 
university education, and add to the wealth of the 
nation at large. The ideas, which it will impart, in 
consequence of their perpetual application to the 
scenes of ordinary life, will be frequently revived, and 
hence will be less likely to vanish from the memory 
than those, which can be recalled only by books or by 
learned conversation.* 

It would nevertheless be an error fatal to all the 
noblest aims of education, if the object were to make 
it useful only in what we may consider as the Spartan 
sense of the expression, or in the way, in which 
chemistry is usefrd to a printer of calicos, geometry 
to a land-surveyor, or arithmetic to a merchant's 
derk. No instruction deserves the name of Itheraly 
which does not chiefly impress, not the love of money, 

# _— Apt the mind or fancy is to rove 
Uncheck'd^ and of her roving is no end ; 
Till wam'd, or by experience taught^ she leam^ 
That not to know at large of things remote 
From use^ obscure and subtle^ but to know 
That which before us lies in daily life. 
Is the prime wisdom ; what is more is fuine. 
Or emptiness, or fond impertinence. 
And renders us in things, that most concern, 
Unpractis'd, iinprepar'd, and still to seek. 

Milton, Par. Lost, b. viii 



Digitized 



by Google 



74 

but the lave of truth. Philosophy msy indeed^ and 
will shed her rays upon the most sordid toils of the 
mechanio as well as upon the sublimeist inqmries of 
the maa of genius, jiist te the son enlightens the 
grass and stones^ on which we tread, no less tb&n the 
spacious valleys, the majestic mountains, and the 
sailing clouds, which form our distant prospect. But 
to make academical education a mere trading conoeni, 
to pursue knowledge only, as the road to opulence 
and luxury, would be most degrading to the character 
of the individual, and most injurious to the manly 
and independent spirit of the nation. The nature of 
the human mind, its vast capacities for information, 
and its ardent thirst after improvement, demand 
higher flights, and more various, difficult, and remote 
inquiries. 

For man loves knowledge^ and the bean^p of truth 
More welcome touch his understanding's eye, « 
Than all the blandishments of sound his ear> 
Than all of taste his tongue.* 

To gratify these purest and worthiest desires, 
which ovdt Creator has implanted, and thus to refine, 
enlarge, and elevate our minds^ to make them capable 
of a superior order of pleasures, and to give them 
strength and vigour for every necessary exercise of 
personal virtue, of patriotism, or of religion, is to 
make education useful in another and an infinitely 

* Akenside, Pleasures of Imagination, b. ii. 
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Ib^w «Ate ; «nd to ac6t>iiiplt8h diis ought to bO the 
chief dedgn df a Wdkomstitated unimeri^itjr.* 

Now what 6b it tha;t liitf attdior of nature pi^tento fo 
that spirit of curiosity, which h6 has created ? It is 
tiie n^hole amtene of bedilg. it * compreheAdl^ all 
existiiig things, whether vidiUe or invisible, whethcar 
capable or iiuiapable of thought and feeling, fiut 
these objects are presented in a certain order ; first, 
the visible; afterwards, the invisiUe. Ideas enter 
Ihrougti the avenues <^ the senses, which cftlgage thie 
attention) i^d employ all the powenit of the mind, 
lottg before any reflex acts ate exerted upon the mind 
itself* Even when the understanding has advanced 
considerably towards its matiuity, sensible and extexitel 
olgeets we far mole easily i^t^pxifdated, and mons 
omaiiily and thcMtotighly «ii3S^od, than the ittw«d 
operatious of the principle, which contemplates them. 
IfeUce the method of instruction, which was chosen 
by some of tbe leaders of the ancient philosophy, and 
which was deariy eXpresisRBd by Aristotle in the fiames 

* The error of considering the utiUtt^ of academical education 

only in the lew, vulgar^ and contracted sense of that t^ai^ is ably 

exposed by the Rev. Dr. Copleston, now Provost rf Oriel Colle|;c, 

in the last chapter of his vindication of the University of Oxford, 

in reply to the Edinburgh Review. The splendid eloquence^ the 

/bxact and masterly^ though not uniformly correct reasoning, the 

/ solid learnings and^ above all^ the exalted views of the improvement 

^ of individual charticter^ which pervade this pamphlet^ cannot fail 

to rescue it from the oblivion, which commonly awaits works of 

occasional controversy. The reader is particularly referred to it 

for a defence of Classical Education, in ch. iii., and for an account 

of the studies pursued at Oxford in ch. iv. 
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of its two grand diyisions^ Physics and Metaphy- 
sics, is founded in lihe nature of the human mind, 
and ought to be followed in a well-constituted system 
of academical education. 

In maiiy seminaries, however,' and among the rest 
in: the principal Universities of Scotlaiid, the reverse 
order is adopted. "* It seems to have been imagined, 

* In England this practice* was vigorously attacked by Milton, 
in his golden ^'Tractate upon Education." It has been the 
fashion to depreciate this treatise. Yef the principles maintained 
in it appear to be founded on most just and accurate, as well as 
most enlarged and comprehensive views of human nature. The 
immortal author points out, as he professes to do, *' the right path 
of a virtuous and noble education," although the details of his plan 
would now require considerable modifications in order to accommo- 
date it to the advanced stai^^ knowledge. The only serious 
obstacle to its execution is that whicfKhe himself states at the close 
of his work ; '^ This is not a bow for ev^y "^^^^ to shoot in, that 
counts himself a teacher, but will require?SSews almost equal to 
those which Homer gave Ulysses.** ^w * 

Since Milton protested so strongly against presenStJ^g ^ young 
novices at their first coming « the most intellective aBSgf ^^*i^^* ^ 
logic and metaphysics/' the system of education, at Olfmbridge 
more especially, has been completely changed, probably i\* g'^^^ 
"measare through the influence of the master minds of ^SC^^^^^^ 
Newton and Dr. Isaac Barrow. Physics, at least some br^ ' 
of that study, have now almost ^xpelled metaphysics. 

Professor Jardine, of Glasgow, defends the Scottish practice ^ 
his valuable *' Outlines of Philosophical Education," p. 240—256^ 
2d Ed. Perhaps his arguments are scarcely consistent with his\ 
statement at p. 32, where he condemns the custom of employing *u 
the dialectics of Aristotle " as an instrument for initiating young 
persons into their philosophical studies," and justly observes, that 
" it is by no means to be attributed to the inventor of the art." 

In the Belfast Academical Institution, which is principally 
copied from the College at Glasgow, the physical sciences employ 
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that before young men could bie expected to reason 
well, it was necessary to teach them lagic^ which is 
the art of reasoning. But, as art is alwayi; founded 
upon sdence, the philosophy of the human mind was 
seen to be a pre-requisite to the attainment of this 
art : a knowledge of the instrument was judged indis- 
pensable in order to learn how to use it. Thus the 
most difficult and abstruse of all the speculations of 
philosophy were placed at the very threshold of her 
temple, and its avenues Were occupied by those 
evanescent ' fonns, which are the least adapted to 
engage the vivid fancy, to raise the admiration, or to 
fix the attention of the youthful mind. 

Nature and experience prescribe an opposite course. 
In the actual acquirement of knowledge, the mind 
always ascends from particular to general ideas, from 
the concrete to the abstract. The art of logic, there-r 
fore, with the whole doctrine of ideas^ of method, and 
even of syllogisms, will be best understood after the 
mind has been habituated to accurate distinctions and 
to clear conceptions in individual cases, after natural 
history has made it familiar with the arrangement of 
objects into genera and species, and natural philo- 

the JLast^year of .the course. See " An Account of the System of 
Education in the Belfast Academical Institution/' 1818. 

About the middle of the last century, the professors in both the 
Universities at Aberdeen adopted the plan of teaching the physical 
sciences first, and the metaphi/sicallast, instead of beginning with 
logic, according to. the old system. See in Sinclair's Statistical 
Account of Scotland, v. xxi, the acpount of " the University and 
King's CoUege of Aberdeen," p. 85, 86 ; and in " the Account of 
the Marischal College and University of Aberdeen," the truly 
philosophical observations on the course of study at p. 115 — -lip. 
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S0]^hy haB taught the prmms of indwtimi. Phyflifia 
thai 8b0u]d form the firisfc branch, and it will he 
fouod, that they wiU aJso constitute by nsmA the 
hatgeu^ hrftneh of a wdltarywg^d system of acadsw^ 
education. Thkportiw of th« course will .cjompreh^nd 
the study of matter m opposed to mind; ef 9II 
external obj^ts; whieh by thftmsplves or by thpir 
efiects influence our gorpcHreal frame- 

B^ all the dianges of material substances are of 
two kinds. They 4^nsist in the motions and mutual 
actions, ^her of large masses q£ matter, or af ^ 
minute and ultimate pairtiples. Although the form/er 
class of appearances became the object pf philosopbieal 
i»¥es%ation long Wfore the latt^, and even bow 
occupies almost the sole branch of phy^s^cal sci^oe, 
upon wMch hon<^urs are bestowed in the universities, 
yet tilie latter may with advantage take prcceiknce of 
it in the order of arrangement, and certainly claims 
equal Attention with it upw every considemtion, 
which can recommend useful mi ornamental know- 
ledge to the pursuit of an active, enterprising, and 
accpiQpUshed people, In e;$tent, in pcactiml utility, 
and perhaps we may add, in ft^curacy and pre««on. 
Chemistry yields to no science whatsoever. Its 
aptitude to the employments of a very large pmpor^ 
tion of the Engiisfa nation is manifest; its subser- 
viency to our public prosperity and greatness is 
mdisputable* The ^xplanaticms which it fi^pishesof 
many natural phenomena, and of innumeraUe pro- 
cess^ in the arts, and the variety, the beauty, the 
quick succession, and the magical brilliancy of its 
exhibitions, are adapted to allure the mind to the love 
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of seience^ and to ooit^t, wfawe it eXtets, the propen*^ 
sity to iiidoleiice» fiivolity, and dissipation. It niy$t 
not be su|)posed, however, that chemistry is only fitted 
to attraet the eye by its gay and rapid changes, or to 
dbow material substances passing from form ; to iomn, 
and firom colour to colour, like the febted Prptew 
under the hand of Aristeeys.* Astronomy is not more 
eicact than cheipistry will become ; and, as the fp^rmisr 
exalts the mind by carrying it to the considpr^tion of 
the vast masses, which mov^ through -unmeasurabl^ 
i^ee, so the latter aflS^x4$ an e^ercipe no less int^ise 
and refined by leading it in l^ oppos^ite diirectipn to 
the atndy of those atomsi those iQCPn(seiyably minute 
particles, winch by their regular combinatu>n$ form 
the substance id all.malierial bodies. Unless, threre^^re^ 
it be deemed necessary, in compliment to our estar 
bUshed modes of education, to keep out <£ view <»ie 
half of &ie prospect of the universe, chemistry, which 
treats of the motions and mutual actions of the ^tit- 
mate constituents of bodies, will claim equal ait&m^<m 
with natural or mechanical philosophy, which treats 
of the motions and mutual actions of the bodies 
tJi^aselves. 

Among the qualities, by whicdi matiKrial objects are 
known and distinguished, the most important is 
qwtntiiff. Time, space, force, number, dimensjff^, 
are dH ascertained by finding wheth^ things ar? 
equal, greater, or less. The necessity of the study of 
quantity as the basis of all physical knowledge has 
been admitted from the first dawn of philosophy, and 

- * See Virg. Georg, iv. 405—410, 440—442. 
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was expressed am6ng the andents by the name, which 
they gave to it, oiMathesiSy at learning. Although 
mathematical propositions are as abstract and general 
as the truths of metaphysics, the ideas which tihey 
express of lines, points, numbers, and quantities, 
requiring for their accurate conception as intense and 
purely intellectual exertions, yet they are continually 
illustrated by tangible objects, and by diagrams, 
figures, or letters, which are exhibited to the eye. By 
creating at will any number of individual cases con- 
formably to the terms of each proposition, the learner 
is rescued from the necessity of relying aj^ether 
upon his yet immature faculties of abstraction and 
generalization. Boys of 15 or 16 years of age are 
perfectly capable of learning mathematics with these 
customary aids ; and as this science is in no small 
degree conducive to the accurate study of chemistry, 
as well as of natural philosophy, it may with propriety 
precede them both. 

Besides the sciences, which have been mentioned, 
there is a most extensive, delightful, and improving 
branch of knowledge, which goes beyond the contem- 
plation of the general properties of matter, aiid 6f its 
motions and mutual actions, and is employed in the 
description and classification of all.the objects of sense, 
whether animate or inanimate, which exist upon the 
earth, including also the description and examination 
of the earth itself This is the science of natural 
history. Its proper ofiice is to describe things as they 
are, and to arrange them into classes according to 
their difierences or resemblances. It never fails to be 
attractive to the young, and it is peculiarly fitted to 
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«kerase theif (cowers of discrimination^ and t6 cotntnti-* 
nicate habits of order in the arrangement of theit 
ideas. As the objects which it describes are princi^ 
pally living and sentient creatures, either plants ot 
animals, it illustrates many questionis belonging td 
the science of metaphysics/ 

The studies now enumerated aire all conversant 
with things i to them must be added the study of the 
names of things. In many systems of education the 
htter has been pursued almost to the exclusion of the 
former, as if the knowledge of names were more 
important than the knowledge of the things them- 
selYes.* Some inquirers, on the other hand, have 
wished that an acquaintance with things should be 
made the sole business of education. The truth lies 
between these two extremes. The knowledge of oral 
language is not only necessary as the principal 
method by which one man shares in all the intellectual 

* Quis ferat, tantiim temporis in addiscendis linguu, imb vel 
levissiine addiscendis^ teri ? Qu» quidem utiles ac necessarie^ ut 
ad notitiam rerum accedamus; sed profecto tanti non sunt, ut 
maximam jiixt^ ac optimam juventutis partem absumant. Eteniih/ 
iion h»c est scientia, sed scientis^ tantum 6pyavoy et daviii. 
Ecquid verb insanius qukm instrume&tis ita se tiradere> Ut ea, 
quorum sunt instrumental adipisci non valeas? Ecquid stultius, 
quam vividiorem ac saniorem sevi partem ita clavibus comparandis 
impendere, ut ad recludendam arcam, expfomendosque thesauros, 
non Taoet ^ QuaHtb melius et stndiosis et studiis consuleretur, si 
ista compendio fierent ; si multa lectione, multa scriptione, multl 
omne genus exercitatione, intra breve temporis spatium memorifs 
mandarentur lingue^ ad eundem fere modum, quo linguae etiamniim 
superstites, exercitationis ope, brevi tempdre vulgb addiscuntur ; 
sicque ad rerum ipsarum notitiam promptior juvenibus aditu^ 
pateret? Jo. Alphonsi Turretini Oratio Rectoralis, A. D. 170S. 
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attainmeuts of tbe r^st of his spedes^ but ton^titutesi 
a most exteasive and curious science, which is inti- 
mately connected with the history both of nations and 
ef man regarded as a creature capable of progressive 
improven^ent, and which may be employed with the 
utmost advantage to exemplify the conclusions of 
mental philosophy. Notwithstanding the objections 
so often urged against the practice of spending the 
prime of Ufe in reading Greek and Latin, no employ- 
ments have been yet devised, which are better fitted to 
exercise any intellectual power, whether memory^ 
judgment, or imagination. It should be recollected* 
that good education is designed, not merely to store 
the mind with ideas and principles, but to give it the 
power of adding continually to its stock of ideas and 
prindples. He,, who discovers tnith himself, stands 
incomparably higher in the scale of intellect than he» 
who merely receives it on the authority of others. 
That system of education is in the same measure to 
be preferred, which unfolds the various faculties of the 
understanding so as to inure and prepare it for aH 
those efforts and investigations, by which diflSculties 
are surmounted, and the doubtful glimmerings of 
distant light followed out till they lead to the bright- 
ness of <^en day. What then ean be a more improv- 
jng part of the study of philosophy than the 
investigation of its first opgin in the writings of the 
luminaries of the ancient world, and the comparison 
of their conceptions, however indistinct, or fanciful, or 
erroneous, with the correct and well-established 
deductions of modem science ? It need scarcely be 
added^ that, if history and biography should form a 
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part of education/ tbe knowledge of andeut author* 
k indispensable, and that in poetry and eloquence 
they stand unrivalled.* But it is to be observed, 
tiiat with a view to tbe ensuring oi these benefiti^ 
fiom the ealtivation of Greek and Roman ^learoiiig 
it is necessary, that that study should be accompanied 
by a far m(»re extensive scheme of scientific and phi- 
losophical instruction than has yet been permitted 
to form a pavt of English university education. The 
enlarged spirit, which dictated the following words of 
one of the great ornaments of classical literature in 
the last century, is to be desired in no persons more 
than in the Professors of the letoied languages in 
a new university : 

** £tsi permagnum Critico prsesidium est in mentis 
vi et sQllertifty nemo tamen omnia in eo posita putet. 
Comparandum est alteram instrumentum, eraditio ; 
qofle ut param aut nihil sine ingenio, sic sine era- 
ditione ne perspicadssimum quidem ingenium quic- 
quam eflfecerit. Becte Crates Mallotes, quern haec 
ipsa ars nobilitavit, apud S^ctum Empiricum, in 
Critico requirit omnis liberafis doctrinae, quam Grseci 
lymvxXoTrotiiiixv vocaut, scientiam. , Si igitur ad 
Oiticam adspirare velis, de Cratetis prsscepto, ante 
grammaticam, non vulgarem istam, sed altiorem, 
perdpias, habites in Poetis et Oratoribus, peragres 
latissimum historiae campum, mente complectaris 

* For a comprebenfiive^ eloquent^ and argumentatiye display of 
the advaatages of the study of the Classics^ which is at the same 
time acute and philosophical^ and which will not be suspected of 
originating in prejudice or bigotry, see Godwin's Enquirer^ 
essay vi. 
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uniyersam philosophiam, eihis omnibus adjui^as Ma^ 
tfaesin, maxime partes illas, quae mentemexacumit 
ad verum cernendum. Ex tahtfi, tot artium ac dis- 
dpliDarum ubertate Critica 'demum efflorescit et 
redundat: tali instructii omatuque earn oportet esse 
comitatam."* 

To a plan of study including all the principal 
branches of mathematics, chemistry, natural philoso- 
phy, natural history, and metaphysics, together with 
an extensive course of Greek and Roman literature, 
some readers will object, that it seems adapted to ^ve 
a short and superficial view of a multitude of subjects 
without communicating a full and accurate knowlec^e 
of any one, and that it will consequently tend to fill 
the minds of the young with an empty conceit of the 
extent and variety of their acquirements, but not to 
infuse that humble and cautious spirit, which is fos- 
tered by sound learning, and is the characteristic of 
true philosophy. But in the course of four sessions, 
each of ten months' duration, it will be found, that 
all these sciences may be taught as completely a^ any 
one of them is now taught at any college in England. 
There is not one of them, which does not claim the 
attention of every cultivated mind by its extent and 
grandeur, by its practics^l utility, and its union of ele- 
gance with exactness, and by the splendid discoveries, 
the pi^'found investigations, and the beautiful and 
ingenious theories, which illustrate and adorn the suc- 
cessive periods of its history. In favour of a varied 
and copious system of education it may be urged, that 
the young require a diversity in their pursuits in con- 

* Vita Hemsterhusii a Da vide Ruhnkenip. 
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sequence ofthat impatience of confinement to asingk 
occupation, that vivacity, and that aptitude for various 
exertion^ which mark their period of life ; and that, 
if an individual is ill qualified to excel in one study, 
it is but just that he should have an opportunity of 
gaining distinction in another. ** That therefore this 
roving curiosity may not be unsatisfied of," to adopt 
the reasoning of Dr. Sam. Johnson in a case analogous 
to the present,* ** it seems necessary to scatter in its 
way sudi allurements as may withhold it from a use- 
less and unbounded dissipation; such as may regulate 
it without violence, and direct it without restraint ; 
such as may suit every inclination, and fit every capa- 
city; may employ the stronger genius by operations 
of reason, and engage the less active or forcible mind 
by supplying it with easy knowledge, and obviating 
that despondence, which quickly prevails, when no- 
thing appears but a succession of difliculties." If 
respect be had to the future employments of manhood, 
an mtroduction to all the principal branches of know- 
ledge appears necessary, in order that a young man 
may make choice of those to be the subjects of more 
minute and laborious study, for which he is peculiarly 
fitted by his natural capacities, or his acquired tastes 
and habits. It may also be argued, that the arts and 
sciences, with the literature of ancient and modem 
timesj, are so connected, that each throws some portion 
of light upon the restj that *^ Erudition consists in the 

* See the preface to Dodsley's Preceptor, p. x. — xii. To the 
wei^ty decision of Johnson may be added the highly respectable 
autfadgity of Dr. Aikin, in Letters to his son, v. i. letter i. 
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mixture of various studies, as a chorus is formed by 
the union of different voices ;"* and that nairow pre<- 
judices, contracted habits of thinking, exclusive and 
bigotted attachments and the pedantry of particular 
professions^ are most likely to be avoided by taking 
extensive views of the entire compass of human know- 
ledge, and of the eminence obtained in their respective 
departments by all the great leaders of intellect. 
Human nature is a wonderful compound of many 
faculties, corporal and mental. All these admit of 
improvement to a degree, which often excites mingled 
surprise and delight, and always affords an abundant 
recompense to exerticm . It has been well observed by 
a writer^ whose opinion upon this subject is entitled 
to the highest respect, that one of the most essential 
ol^cts of education is ** to cultivate all the various 
prindples of our nature, both speculative and active, 
in sudi a manner as to bring them to the greatest 
per&ction of which they are susoeptible;'' '^ It is not,'* 
says he, in ihe course of his excellent illustrations of 
this maxim, *' It is not in the awkward and profes- 
sional form of a medianic, who has streiigthened parti*- 
eular musdes of his body by the habits of his trade, 
that we are to look for the perfection of our animal 
nature : ndther is it among men of confined pursuitSr 
whetha: speculative or active, that we are to expect 
to find the human mind in its highest state of culti- 
vation. A variety of exercises is necessary to preserve 
the animal frame in vigour and beauty } and a variety 

* Ut e di^FersiB vocibus con^t^t olioru9> ita vaEriorum disciplinfi- 
rum mixtura constat eruditio. Seneca. 
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of those occupations, which literature and science 
a)9ord, added to a promiscuous intercourse with the 
world in the habits of conversation and business, is no 
lesa necessary for the improvement of the understand- 
ing/'* 

In Older to carry into effect the scheme of liberal 
education, the general principles of which have been 
stated, it appears desirable, that six able, intelligent, 
and industrious professors should be appointed: four 
to teach philosophy, and two to teach languages. 
Let us inquire how their exertions may be best appor« 
tioned, so as to complete the course of instruction 
extending^ through four sessions. ' 

1. It has been suggested, that Mathematics should 
be the principal study of the philosophical class during 
the First Session. But it is probable, that all the 
branches of pure mathematics may be taught as fuUy 
as thek subsequent application to other arts and sci- 
ences will require, in the Bpaoe of little more than six 
months. Thus more than a quarter of a year will 
remain for studies, which are not taught in the exist- 
ing nniversities. Let this time be occupied by some 
of the departments of Natural History. A judicious 
professor, intent on^ the improvement of his pupils, 
will be guided in many particulars by a regard to 

• Stewart's Philosophy of the Human Mind^ ¥. i. part ii. s. i. 
These temaiks appear to have been suggested to the eloquent > 
Professor by the observations of Dr. Barnes^ in his valuable essay, 
** On the Affinity subsisting between the Arts," the whole of 
which is well deserving of attention in connection with the present 
subject. See Memoirs of the Lit. and PhiL Society of Manchester, 
▼. I p. 73, 74. 
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their various tastes, or to their peculiar deficiencies. 
From such motives, he will make the mathematical 
part of his course longer or shorter in different years» 
not considering it necessary to exercise in the details 
of arithmetic, algebra, and geometry, those who are 
familiar with them already, but entering more fully 
into the higher branches of his science, and also 
allotting a larger space of time to Natural History, 
when he is satisfied that they are all competently 
furnished with the knowledge of mathematics, and 
prepared to apply their knowledge to the subsequent 
pursuits of physical science. 

The course of mathematics may be suitably foU 
lowed by lectures and exercises in Gei3grap%, "ex- 
plaining the use of the globes, the construction of 
msapB^ the history pf geographical knowledge fix>m 
the earliest ti^mes, the progress of discgvery,^ and the 
leading fea,tures in the physical structure of the 
, globe, in the principal divisions of the human race> 
s^nd.in. the suiccessive conditions of sodety.* Sunce 
the publications of Humboldt, to omit many other 
travellers of enlarged and philosophical views, geo-; 
graphy can no longer be regarded as a trivial or 
puerile study. To be ignorant qf it would be ines^-f 
cusable in any one, who pretends tp the name pt ^ 
man of science, and it ought consequently to be con- 
sidered indispensable in a well-arranged and compre- 
hensive system of liberaj education. Indeed, if 

♦ An admirable course of instruction in geography and botany^ 
approaching to the plan here recommended^ is described in Mr^ 
Wellbeloved's elegant Memoirs of the Rev. William Wood, F. L. S^ 
y. 75— 80, 
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properly tal^hty it caanot fail to be, in the highest 
degree, attractive to the young academic: it must 
beeoine his guide in the stiidy of evay branch of 
either natural or civil history: and it will render 
the perusal of voyages and travels, not merely a 
delightful recreation^ but a source of many interesting 
inquiries, and many varied and extensive specuTa^ 
tions. 

After a suitable portion of time has been allotted 
to. geography, six weeks perhaps, or two months^ 
will remain, at the dose of the session and at the 
most convenient season of the. year, for the study of 
Botany. . It is difficult to conceive that any man of 
taste or curiosity should despise the examination of 
that part of the creation, which meets his eye con- 
tinually under the most beauteous and graceful formis^ 
whioh administers innumerable supplies to his various 
waints, and abounds with the most admirable proofs of 
the wisdom and goodness of the Supreme Being. 
The physiological and the systematical part of botany 
have each their advantages. The former is the best in- 
troduction to a knowledge of organized nature, exhibit- 
ing the first and plainest links of thai vast chain; 
whichconnects all living substances; the latter affords 
thie most perfect specimen of classification, sathat, all 
that the Dialectic Art teaches respecting genus and 
species in general propositions. Botany demonstratjes 
in a far more pleasant and intelligible way by actual 
examples. This study, besides the useful and agree* 
able . exercise of the understanding, is adapted to 
infuse the purest tastes, prepares a fimd of never- 
failing delight for every rural walk, and often forms 
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a bond of union among cultivated and amiable minds : 
andy if religion ought to enter into the scheme of a 
weli«conduct6d education ; if that religion at least, 
which '< takes no private road/' but forms part of 
the theories of all sects without exertion, deserves 
to be taught in a national university ; if^ moreover. 
Natural Religion is tiie foundaticm of a just and 
enlightened faith in Divine Revelation ; and if it is 
desirable, that the religious impresidons of the best 
educated part of the nation should not be the mere 
fervour of enthusiasm, or the blind assent of the mind 
to authoritative dictation^ but be established upon 
^rational conviction and deliberate dioice, and associ- 
ated with the m6st pure and delightful sentiments ; 
4Jien Botany may assume a still more dignified rank 
among the sciences ; for certainly there is no branch 
of natural knowledge, which afibrds proo& so dear, 
8D accei^ible, so abundant and various, so striking 
and interesting and attractive, of the esdstence^ 
attnbutes, and providence of the Great First Cause. 

2. The chief budness of the Second Philosophical 
Glass is proposed to be Chemistry. Under this may 
be included Eilectricify, Gkilvamsm^ Magnetism^ 
the chemical properties of Light, and p^h^s the 
science of Optics in general. It will also comprize 
an account of the various processes in the arts, which 
depend upon chemical combination; and it will 
prepare the way for lectures upon Mineralogy and 
Geology at that season of the year^ which, as in the 
case^of the lectures on Botany, will admit of the study 
of these sdauses hi the bode of nature itself. All 
these pursuits being at present popular and fashion^- 
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able, oothing^ needs to be said in recommendatioa of 
thenL Abundant time will be fou«d in the course 
of a single session to teach all of them well; and any 
students, who are not suffidently familiar with mathe- 
matics, may employ this interval to fuepare them- 
selves for the business of the third year, by entering 
a second time the dass of the professor of math^oiaticB, 
or by availing themselves of the aids of more private 
tuition. 

3. It is proposed, that Ohemistry should be sue. 
coeded by Naiural PJkilomp^tf. The Third Philo- 
sc^[d]ical Ghiss will therefore study Dynamics^ the 
theory and practice of Mechanics^ the constructi<m 
of machinery, and especially the principal machines 
and ei^ines now employed in manu&cture& • The 
basiness of Engineering in its more general sens^ 
with Hydraulics, Hydrostatics, and Pneumatics^ 
will enter into the arrangement^ and will lead on to 
the contemplation of still greater masses of matter as 
viewed in the Newtonian theory ci the universe, and 
in the present system of physical astronomy. 

There is an art, for which no professorship at pre- 
sent exists in this country, and which therefore has 
the greater need of a reception into a new university. 
This is Architecture. It ought to be grounded npon 
principles of philosophy as well as of taste. So far as 
it is useJkU, it is established upon mathematical reason- 
ing, or at least upon those results of experience, which 
mathematical reasoning may bring to greater certainty 
and precision: so far as it is ornamental, it may form 
a valuable connecting link between the studies of the 
third and fourth sessions, since it appeals to tbe sense 



Digitized 



by Google 



9S 

of the sublime and beautifiil ; it is a kind of tangible 
poetry; it is like painting with the grandest mate- 
rials; it exerdsesthe imagination, without requiring 
more of I refinement and abstraction than commonly 
bdongs to the youthful student. It is intimately 
connected with the most interesting and important 
views of the state of society, and of the history of 
mankind, in different ages and regions of the world. 
It is particularly adapted to give correctness to the 
eye, and accuracy to the hatid in drawing. The 
theories also respecting the origin of the different 
kinds of architecture, and their various decorations, 
exercise with an agreeable entertainment the imagi- 
native and reasoning faculties. All its more remark- 
able productions will rise with additional beauty and 
grandeur before him, who has learnt to contemplate 
each building as a whole formed by the skilful adjust- 
ment of the necessary component parts, and^ who can 
foUow the views of the architect in his conception of 
the vast design. How different the impressions of 
the visitant of King's College Chapel at Cambridge^ 
who enters it with the general sentiments of awe, 
which must pervade every susceptible mind, and who 
amuses himself with its grotesque carvings, the story 
of its painted windows, and the rich and mellowed 
gaiety of the colours, which they cast upon its pave- 
ment — ^from his, who comprehends its admirable 
frame^wprk, piusues its lines of pressure and bearing 
from the, base of its broad and ponderous butfaresses to 
the kqystones of its fixed, yet almost floating arch>. 
and justly views it as one of the greatest efforts of 
human skill and labour in any age of the world. Such 
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least one noble art to decline, and should teach us, 
that our first seats of education want to be re-visited 
by the spirit of the Wykehams and the Waynfleets. 

Tlie admission of this and other subjects connected 
with the principal business of the class must in every 
case depend upon the tastes, attainments^ and views 
of the professor and his pupils. It may not be possible 
to form a definite scheme of lectures for tjiis, or any 
other year of the course, by anticipation: probably, if 
the teacher be allowed sufiicient latitude of choice, the 
best arrangement will ultimately be adopted as the 
result of his own observation and experience. 

In subjection th^efore to this uncertainty, and in 
the prospect of several weeks remaining unoccupied 
after an extensive pourse of Natural and Experimentajl 
Philosophy, it may be proposed, that this time should 
be devoted to Natural History, and that the study of 
the Animal Kingdom should thus succeed to the 
study of the Vegetable and Mineral kingdoms as 
prosecuted in the first and second sessions. The 
object of the professor in this part of his course should 
be, to give a view of the great classes of animated 
nature as defined in the arrangeinents of Blumenbach, 
Cuvier, and other distinguished naturalists ; to explain 
the general structure and component parts of animal 
bodies, and, if possible, to present a concise and lumi- 
nous sketch of human and comparative Anatomy 
and Physiology^ with an account of the phenomena 
of life and feeling, and a more particular description 
of the conformation and functions of the external 
organs of sense. His pupils will thus be prepared to 
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advance in the following seasion to the study of mental 
and moral phtlosophy. 

4u It is proposed, that Metaphysics in the primary 
and extensive sense of that term should occupy the 
attention of the Fourth Philosophical Class. An 
hivestigattonofthe faculties of thelTitfiiMffJIfiW, and 
of the means of their useful exerdse and improvement, 
win lead to an account of the art of hogic^ to an 
inquiry into the origin and structure of oraU written, 
and pictorial Language^ and into the doctrines dT 
Ger^eral Grammar j and to a view of the principles of 
Taste and Crkieism^ with their application to the 
JP^ine Arts, and especially to Poetry and Oratory. 
The study of man in his intelleetual c&padties will be 
£>liowed by the study of him as a moral and sodal 
bdng. An account will be given of the Passions 
and AffiBctionSj and of the principal theories of Virtue, 
In tracing the nature and obligation of the several 
Duties as represented in the sysjtems of andent and 
modem philosophy, the teacher will introduce, as ia 
dxme by the Ethical Professors in Scotland, a view of 
the evidences and doctrines q£ Natural Beligion ; 
and, agreeably to the practice of the same Professors, 
he may conclude his course with lectures on Juris* 
prudence^ GoBemment, and Political Economy J^ 

While the students proceed through the successive 
departments of physical and metaphysical philosophy, 
they ought to be furnished with the best opportunities 

* In some instances Political Economy^ on account of its great 
extent and importance^ is made the subject of a separate course in 
the Scotch Universities. This plan is pursued with the most 
distinguished ability and success by the gei>tleman^ who has for 
many years occupied the chair of Moral Philosophy at Glasgow. 
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of carrying on ihe studf of Lasguages. For fhisr 
parpose it has been suggested, that tv^o Professors 
should be appointed^ viz. a Professor of Grrecian, and 
a Professor of Baman Literature. Perhaps bowerer, 
in the in&ncy of the institution, one may be suffideht : 
perhaps in its maturity, a considerate number. may 
find employment. Instruction in various other Ian-- 
guages, both ancient and modern^ may be the object 
of subsequent arrangements : but the present habits 
of the nation require provision chiefly for learning 
Greek and Latin,, and a critical acquaintance with 
them seems indispensable to a polite and comprehen- 
sive educatbn« But to use the words of a most wise 
and accomplished man, the Rector of the University 
at Geneva, *' quam (^[itandum, ut in iegendis anti-* 
quitatis auctoribus, non rudis tantum ac jejuna fiexet 
eorum expositio, non verbum vexbo simpHdter redcfere 
doeerentur adolescentes, sed firacto cortiee nudeum 
adirent» et quid splendid^ dictum, quid aeuti^ coUecv - 
tam, quid verum, quid falsum, quid utile, quid ncm, 
8edul6 monerentur; imo et, verborum occasione, innti^ 
mera ad Res Naturales, ad Historiam, ad Gebgraphian^ 
ad alias artes spectantia, si non perfecte atquead 
amussim, saltem rudi Minervfi. ipabs traderefitar*''^ 
The most celebrated writings 0£ antiquity* wheti 
taken as the subjects of exegetical and illustrative 
lectures by teachers not merely versed in the niceties 
of grammar and philology, but acquainted also with . 
the various branches of science taught in the Philo^ 

• J. A. Tuiretini Oratio Rectoralis, A. D. 1704, De Stiidiis 
Emendandis' et Pisomoveiidis. ^ . 
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sophical Classes, will daily exercise- the taste and 
judgment of the students, enabling them to compare 
andent with modem attainments, an^ leading them 
to observe the gradations of knowledge, manners, and 
society, while the full details of each branch of philo* 
sophy in systematic order, and in its present maturity^ 
will be set before them in other lectures, accompanied 
by experiments, by practical applications, and by 
numerous ocular demonstrations. 

Although it will not be expedient .to compel attend-- 
ance upon the lectures of the Professors of Literature, 
yet a certain order may be devised with rieference to 
the usual attainments of young men before going to 
the university, and to the most profitable method of 
pursuing their classical studies. Ancient History 
and Antiquities may suit those who are in the first 
Philosophical Class ; these may be succeeded by the 
^ EpiCf Dramatic^ and I/yric Poets, and by the 
Orators of Greece and Rome ; and the more, ad- 
vsBced students may be employed upon theMoral and 
Philosophical writings 6f the ancients. Such a course 
of reading as this is now pursued with the greatest 
advantage in some of the more studious colleges. at 
Oxford; nor will it be imputed to Oxonian prejudices, 
if a large portion of time and labour is claimed for 
Aristotle, whose enlarged and powerAil intellect 
.grasped all the variety of knowledge, which was 
attainable in his age, and would now, instead of sane-* 
tioning the practice of the Universities, which so 
deeply revere him, have insisted upon such a compre- 
hensive range of inquiry as is here suggested. 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



97 

To those, who condemn this course of academical 
study as entirely new, untried, and hazardous, a reply 
may be offered in the words of an elegant and judicious 
philosopher, whose remarks have been coiifirmedby 
the general voice of all the most distinguished writers 
on education since his day : 

^* This certainly is no new device; for it was that> 
which Plato intend.ed, when he enjoined his scholars, 
to begin with Geometry ; wliereby, without question; 
he designed that his disciples should first handle 
material things, and grow familiar to visible objects, 
before they entered on the retired speculations of 
other more abstracted sciences. 

^* According to this counsel of the father of philqM^ 
phers, it would not be amiss, if, before young scholars 
be far engaged in the beaten tracks of the schools, the 
mysteries of manual arts^ the names of their instru- 
ments, the secrets of their operations, the effects of 
natural causes^ the several kinds of beasts^ of birds, 
oi fishes J oi plants^ of stones, of minerals, of earths, 
of waters, and all their common virtues and qualities, 
were proposed to be the sulgects of their first thoughts 
and observations. It may be here su^ested, that thq 
vast number of such particulars will soon overwhelm 
their tender minds before they are well established by 
time and use. But, on the contrary, it is. evident, 
that the memories of f/outh are fitter to retain such 
sennhle images than those of a fiiller a^e.^ It is 
memory that has most vigour in children, and Judg^- 
ment in men ; which, if Vightly considered, will 
confirm what I said, that.perhaps we taJke a preposte- 
rouis couTfte in edUlation by teaching general ndei 

H 
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h^Qire patticular things^ and thai therein wi^ ^.liave 
not a sufficient r^ard to the different advantages of^ 
youth and manhood. We load the minds of ohildc^a 
with doetrines and precepts, to apprehend which the3i[ 
are most unfit by reason of the weakness* of t^ir 
understandings ; whereas they might with more profit 
be exercised in the consideration ofvmble and sensible 
1hmg^9 oi whose impressions they are most eapaUe^i 
because of the strength of their memories and the, 
perfection of their senses."* 



Sect. VII — Mode qf Instruction by Courts of 
Lectures f toith Exercises and Examinations. 

From the consideration of the subjects, which are 
most necessary and proper to be taught to young men 
at a university, we may pass to the consideration of 
the Ijest manrfer of teaching them. From the first 
establishment of universities in Eujope, instruction 
has been commonly given by courses of lectures. 
But at Oxford and Cambridge, these have gone almost 
into disuse, and now form only an optional and subsi- 
diary branch of collegiate discipline.! An historian 

* History of the Royal Society, by Thomas Sprai; D, D. Pkrt 
JiL.gect.4. 

t The prafe89Q«fl»|»s »tOsf(9id«t]dCQ¥P(H^Tin^iag^^ 
instituted with the deiifpi of beixig of the same use these as »iKular 
offices in the universities on the Continent. The statutes of the 
Univerrity of Oxford make e3q>ress and very eiceHerit jprovisions 
for this purpose. Besides requiring eadi proibssor to speak so' 
idc»w^y.thiit hi8^he;^U:a^''ii^^^ cimvaiieiitl|r tifke nAt^, they directliitii: 
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of tke VnPrenAty ef C«m1»i^ ddscfilieS in the Mim- 
kig terms the eBtire efforts of a most eminent scholar 
to fulfil the duties of a very important profe8Sorsfai|^ ;: 
^ Mr. RAchard Poraoii^ the late Gisek iVofessor, anee 
meditated to deliv^ a course of lectures on Gre^ 
literatui^e.'* * Au Apologist of the same University 
says, '^ It is sometimes asked, what useful purpose is 
pi^n^otod by the professorships of Hebrew and Arabic 
staM&shod in both universities, when no lectures aw 
delivered upon the subject ? — To this we reply,** he 
eoutimies, ^Hhat ^ough lectures {»:e oe^unonaHy xtsA. 
on these topics, as is the case wkh the present Arabic 
Pnofeoscr aA Cambridge, yet the design of these insti*- 
tuilicKns is sbot regularly to teaeh the elements of <^ 
knguage in questi^, which is best effected by prif ate) 
tuition, but to afford encouragement to the ptirsuii 
of ai^ object, which presents font £ew atite«ctioiis/'t 
A most ;distingpt»shed PrqfsHw in diat ;UBiv0mt3^ 

to reioain at the clp^e of his lecture^ and to reyply wiith patience 
and kindness to any doubts or difficulties wMcIi any of tliem may 
SHggest upon themiljeot of it. Excerpt, tit. iv. see. ii. f 4. See elkr 
tit* V. $ S, 4, Bequising fb)9 scholar? to attend sod to take ooles. 
*• D^ner'ft^ Histcpy of the Uiiivswity <rf Can^ri^gc^^ y» i, p. ^1^, 
Dr* Parr, in his defence of the EngUi^h Universities in answer 
to Gibbon^ gives a somewhat different account of this matter; 
'^ Mr. Porson, the Gr^ek Professor^ has not read mor^ than x)ne 
lecture, but that one was irilaKo^ ij tcp^c o)dyi\ Xifids* — 
He has writte;^, Jioyrever bpoks" &c. Spital Ser^Qon, .p. 124. 
Perhaps the lecture, ailuded to by Dr. Parr, was the Inaugural 
Addi^, which every prpfesso^ is fequ^re^ to deliver on Ij^ 

admissb^^r , 

t TJie litera,ry and ^Efcientjiic pur^fuits^ ,whicl)i.§re..€nppurjftged and 

enforced .in the Unjiveraity of Canibyidge, briefly deiscrihQ^.aiid 
vindicateid^ by the Rcv."X. Wainewright. 

H 2 
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delivers the followiiig^^pmion, which in his own 
practice he appears to have followed more closely, 
when he held the very lucrative professorship of 
Divinity, than whe6 at an earlier age, and with far 
less of academical emolument and general fame, he 
discharged the duties of the professorship of Chemis- 
try; "The lectures of professors and tutors are 
doubtless of great use in every science ; but their use 
does not consist so much in rendering the science 
intelligible, if we except the first elements of the 
abstract sciences, as in directing the attention of the 
students to the best books on every subject ; and, if 
to this they add a frequent examination into the 
progress, which the students have made, they will have 
done all that reasonably can be expected from 
them."* 

Those who have been educated at any of the Scotch 
or the continental ^miversities, and who are indebted 
, principally to the lectures of professors for whatever 
scientific knowledge they possess, will be not a little 
surprised at the tenour of these observations. The 
hundreds and thousands of students, who in Scotland 
alone pay annually at the rate of from one to five 
guineas each, for the privilege of attending a single 
course of lectures, may possibly pause for a moment 
to ask, whether their money and their yet' more pre- 

* Bishop Watson's coUection of Theological Tracts, preface^ 
p. vii. 

The reader may find in Lowth's Oratio Crewiana, in Parr's 
note in answer to Gib1;)on attached ' to the Spkal Sermon, and 
in Copleston's Aephf to the Edinburgh RevietVf a statement and 
vindication of the present practice at Oxford tod Cambridge. 



Digitized 



by Google 



101 

cious time have not been thrown away. But they 
may be persuaded that the lectures of professors would 
not have attracted crowds, as they have from the first 
establishmeiit of universities in Europe to the present 
day, if they had been of only secondary importance. 
The professorships would have become sinecures every 
where, as they have become, with very partial excep- 
tions, at Oxford and Cambridge, and the students 
would /have bestowed their fees, together with their 
attendance, upon more effective teachers. The pre- 
vailing inclination of men, brought up in the two 
(Hster Universities, to deny the utility of courses of 
lectures, could scarcely fail to be removed by looking 
beyond their private experience. Without this they 
cannot be judges of the question, because they scarcely 
know what courses of lectures, in the sense here 
intended, are. They hear the prelections of Smyth, 
Parish, Buckland, and a few other professors eminent 
for abilities and information, and they justly admire 
the eloquence, ingenuity, and taste of the lecturer, at 
the same time receiving perhaps all the instruction 
and improvement, which addresses delivered in such 
circumstances can bestow. But they are strangers 
to the sight of large, commodious, and crowded halls, 
where hundreds of students assemble for many months 
together to hear leictures, which, in connection with 
daily exercises and (examinations, form the great 
staple of academical instruction.^ ^ 

There is something in this sight, which tends of itself 
to expand the feelings, and to enlarge the intellect, 
of every beholder. The lecturer, in proportion to the 
number of his hearers, naturally assumes more dig;- 
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nity of mannei^ and delivers himfl^lf in a mete 
i^npressive) energeHcp aod toimated strain. The 
fltudents find tiicar sympathy sad attMition omtiitu-* 
aUgr awakened by a scene, if hidi is always enlivening 
and deHghtful: a powerfid eall to exertion, a call 
addressed to their love of distiiletion and honourable 
ambition for applause, is {wesented in the earnest 
eouatenandes of their companions, in every one of 
whom, no less than in the j^fesser himself they see 
a j«dge and witness of their merit : and, by the pub- 
licity of their academical performances, they are in 
imnie degree preyed for the ilext period of theit lives, 
wbdki they wiil perhaps become responsible for nKHre 
manly duties p^rfoiiBed in the view of their eountoy 
vlr0f the wi^tld. 

As to the plea, that it is enough to refer the student 
to the best booki on every subject, who kitows not 
lii0Wliittchgt«a!ker is the eflfect produced upOtt himj^ 
this l^eecb and presence of a distinguished ib^vldud 
thaft by itaerdly readilig an aeiaount of what he ssM 
mtd thought ? Who is dicre that entots with the 
mme vivid interest into die «lndy of Ei^lifih hiskHy 
or mental philcfsojdiy by penudng the vdumes of 
Millar and IStewart^ as he would If he had been 
preset at the ^rig^al detiitvry df Hie Iwrte mittter in 
tibieform of lectures ? ^ Is it not vtiiversally consKdei^ 
aiiiEtettg the M^hest ^ommendatiolis of a literary ttim^ 
position, that the reader alnMit &ncies t^t he aees 
the Author befei^e Mm> tend tears ^ wry words ? 
Sti^j^se Porson and Watson hod endployed their 
indtetry, and directed ^11 tbe force ^f their penctin^ 
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ting and vlgorotts intellects to the cleliTery of public 
lecttii'es kt Cambridgie similar to those, which are given 
every vnnter by the Professors of Greek and Divinity 
at Glasgow : who can doubt, that they would have 
"hetn 88 numerously attended, or indeed that they 
^#ould have given a new impulse to the University^ and 
filled Brigand ^th their fame ? Every man of taste 
and g6mus will, in delivering a course of lectures, 
throw a halo of light round every subject upon 
which he treats, and will render it infinitely more 
captivating than it can be in books. The rendering 
a subject intelligible to those, to whom it is new, 
often requires a more lengthened discussion, a greater 
variety of familiar illustrations, and perhaps a more 
firee and conversational style, than are found in books, 
or iVould be approved in them. The best method, 
which a teacher can adopt, in order to becoit^ himself 
perfect master of his subject, is to write a Course of 
Lectureis. Whatever may be the department of art, 
literature, or science, which he professes, let him pre« 
pare by reading, conversing, and writings to deliver 
oral instructions upon it to a class of pupils; and he 
will infallibly perceive, that, in endeavouring to render 
it intelligible to them, new lights htesk upo9( hiis own 
mind, his ideaa become more distinct, and fiill into a 
fi*esh arrangement, and he feds an attachment to the 
Bubject, and an interest in every branch of it, which 
he nev^ felt before. He wiH experience ihe truth of 
Lord Bacon's well-loMwn remark^ " Reading maketh 
a full man ; confereno? a ready man ; and writing 
an exact man" The maxim, therefore, which 
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Quinctilian lays down for the directidn of tbe pupil 
will be applied by the faithfiil and judicious teacher 
to himself also ; '' Scribendum quam diUigeniissime 
et quamjAurimumr 

If these remarks be applicable to lectures upon 
theological or metaphysical, literary or critical topics^ 
the argument has tenfold weight in reference to every 
department of physics and natural history. How can 
books teach the appearance and structure of the 
various parts of the animal body ? description show 
the sensations produced by the Leyden jar and the 
Voltaic pile ? or engravings exhibit the decomposition 
of neutral salts and of the alkalies ? All that they can 
do is to give a faint and imperfect conception, and in 
many cases they will give an erroneous conception, 
of those appearances, which every student at a univer- 
sity should be enabled to see and hear and feek 
Books are beyond question necessary to him : and 
the professor ought to direct his attention to them 
according to their various merits and importance. 
But their chief use will be to prepare him to enter 
into the discussions, and to draw just inferences fi^m 
the experiments, which he is to witness in the lecturie* 
room ; And afterwards to revive l^e impression of 
all that he has seen and heard> and to assist hitn in 
referring every particular to its proper place in the 
arrangement of each branch of knowledge. 

The course recommended in the preceding pages, 
being much more physical than metaphysical, requires 
that experiments, drawings, and other sensible illus- 
tratibns, should usually accompany oral instruction^ 
The professor who is diligent and liberal, and who 
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will in the end find his exertions amply rewarded^ will 
eontimudly keep in view the maxim of Horace, 

Segnius irritant animos demissa per aurem^ 
Quam que sunt oculis subjecta fidelibuB. 

The application of this principle constitutes, in a great 
measure, the superiority of the modem to the ancient 
philosophy. For that superiority depends upon the 
suhstitutiod of experiment in place of speculation, 
and upon the examination of individual cases previ- 
ously to the adoption of general conclusions. A sin- 
cere and enlightened lover of truth, hy whom the 
principle, while yet struggling against prejudice, was 
ahly vindicated, unfolded, and promoted, has stated it 
in these terms : " The philosophy, that must signify 
either for light or use, must not he th^ work of the 
mind turned in upon itself, and only conversing with 
its own ideas ; hut it must he raised from the obser- 
vations and applications of sense, and take its 
accounts from things as they are in the sensible 
worldr* - / 

* Plus Ultra, or the Advancement of Knowledge since the Days 
of Aristotle, by Jos. Glanvifl, 1668, p. 52. 

The foUowing extract states well the advantages of the reo/, 
as opposed to the ideal philosophy, in improving the dispositions 
and tjjie understanding : 

" The free and real philosophy makes men deeply sensiUje of the 
infirmities of . human intdlect, and our manifold hazards of mis^ 
taking, and so renders them wary and modest, diffident of the 
certainty of their ccmceptions, and averse to the holdness of 
peremptory asserting : so that the philosopher thinks much, and 
examines many things, separates the certainties from the plausi- 
bilities ; that which is presumed from that which is j^rcwec^y the 
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It'miist be distinctly obs^ved, thAt feag and cjotn- 
plete coiursei^ of lectures^ delii^eifed in tb^ ekaresi and 
most impressive manner, and accompanied by every 
eligible variety of illustrations, mil not accomplish 
the ends of academical instruction, unless the students 
are continually brought forward to take an.active part 
in the business before them. *^ Should we not laugh 
at the musician, who should propose to teach the 
harp by giving a lecture daily during the winter 
months, without once making his pupils touch the 
strings of the instrument ? But the attempt to teach 
a dass of young men to think and reason, and more 
particularly to form in their minds the intellectual 
habits, upon which reasoning, speaking, and writing 

images of inat^s fincy, imd ^iicatkii^ item ihe keOOliA of 
gdneinemnd impaFtial xeaaon. Thucr he dotk^ before heessentsor 
demHA; tfad ihen he takes with him abK) a sense xji his own 
fallibility and defects^ and never concludes but upon resolution to 
alter his mind uppn contrary evidence. Thus he conceives warily^ 
lind he ^peah with as mtodb caulaon and reserve in ^ humble 
forms pf So I think, and In ny opinion, and Perhaps '& so, with 
great deference to opposite persuasion^ candour to dissenters^ and 
calmness in contradiction^ with readiness and desire to learuj and 
great delight in the discoveries of truth and detections of his own 
mistakes. . When he argues, he gives his reasons without passion, 
and sliines without flamingo discourses without wrangling^ and 
differs ^thout dividing. He catdbeth not at the infirmities of his 
opposite but lays hold of his strength, and weighs the substance 
without blowing the dust in liis eyes. He entertains what he 
finds reasonable, and suspends his judgment when he doth not 
jclearly understand. IThis is the spirit, with which men are inspired 
by the philotophy I recommend. It makes them so just as to 
allo^ that libertr^ of judgment t6 others whidi themselves desire, 
and so prevents all imperious dictates and imposings^ all captious 
quarrels and nmidnal wars." Sejc p. l4£f^i4iS; and GlanviU's 
Essays, A. D. 1676, No. 4, p. 26. 
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deprad^ by m^rns of leMores only, is just m absurd 
Hfldriiic&kiis."^ 

The object in new may h» partly ilttained, esped^^ 
nOy when the numbet of pupils is siiiall, by means of 
conversation. Mr. Craig, after aa instructiTe ^nd 
ItttetdMing account of the mode of lectmfing adopted 
during fimy yea^ at Glasgow by Profefiiot Millar, 
imd of the advantages of his esitemporaneous method 
6f ^iddt^si informs us, that this eminent teacher 
** ifficoOf^gtdd liu^h 4tf the students as had not fnfiy 
iM^^t^endi^ his doctrines, or conoeivc^d that there 
was %6uke error in his Tcsasonings, to state to him their 
diftculttesand^bjectiions;^ and that ^* at thecondu* 
mem ^ the lecture, a little circle of his most attentive 
pupils wds fonfti^ around him, when the doctrines, 
which he h^ been deliveiriTiig, wei« canvassed with 
the most perfect freedom.^' Hiis practice was |h:o-. 
ductive it£ the most import benefits both to the Pro- 
fessol: and tb his hea^tis.f 

« Jarfline's Ottdines of PUJos^phical Educatkni^ p. 400. 

The reader may be gratiiied hy comparing the above quotation 
with the following passage from an ancient master in the same art: 

"At painters and statuaries ale aot contented with a bone 
deseriptidti bf lines aftd ^(rtxn, but tseomtn^iid an oimlar inspeo 
liMi> wlaktthef see «6ctq;aed in tilieir reipeetive arts; and, as the 
fymaalUdc teadier wishes to associate the experiment of his ewn 
piactice with his precepts to the pupil; 80> in admonitions on 
literary topics^ a superior utility results frofli an actti£dperfprmance 
bf the monitor.^ Essays of Dio Chrysostom, tr^islated by O. 
. Wdteiield, p. ga. 

f See Ufe df MiUar> prefixed to '< the Origin of Ranks/' 
4th ed. p. xiv. — ^xvii. The reader has probably not forgotten 
Mri Campbell's account of Millar's mode of lecturing in the New 
U$mM0 Ml«. fiir Ap. nt$, p. 41«, 41^. 
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Of the use of free conversation in aid of professorial 
talent, we have admirahle specimens in the accounts 
ftimished hy the late Mr. Simpson of Bath,* of the 
Lectures of Dr. Aikin and Dr. Priestley, under whom 
he studied at Warrington. 

" Dr. Aikin used some printed text-hook for most 
of his lectures ; for others he had written analyses or 
hints of his own. Upon all of these he enlarged 
much in his discourse, with great fluency, propriety^ 
aiid impression. His modes of illustration were 
uncommonly distinct and various, and pointedly 
adapted to the different talents of his pupils* He was 
always interesting, and frequently animated. He 
stated the arguments on both sides of any disputed 
point with great clearness and precision. After this, 
his custom was to stop, and say, *^ Gentlemen, have 
I explained the subject to your satisfaction?" or 
some equivalent expression. Any one, who did not 
fully comprehend him, was asked to state his difficul- 
ty. He then, in order to illustrate further, proceeded 
upon a quite diifferent mode of explanation, which he 
would vary again, if requested by any present. In any 
disputed point of metaphysics, morals, or theology, he 
avoided any dictatorial declaration of his own opinion, 
and freely encoiu*aged-hi8 pupils to form their own. 
When any student embraced a sentiment different 
from what he imagined to be his tutor's, he with- 
out aoy scruple mentioned it, together with his 
reasons for it. A difference of opinion in the pupil ^ 
produced no diminution of regard in the tutor, or of 
attention to his instructions." 

* Author of the '^ Internal and Presumptive £yidenc«8 of 
Christianity/' and of other valuable works. Digitized by doogle 
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The account of Dr. Priestle/s method of teaching 
is as follows : 

*^ At the conclusion of his lecture, he always en^ 
conraged the students to express their sentiments 
relative to the subjects of it, and to urge any objec- 
tions to what he had delivered, without reserve. It 
pleased him when any one commenced sudi a con- 
versation. In order to excite the freest discussion, 
he occasionally invited the students to drink tea with 
him, in order to canvass the subjects of his lectures.' 
I do not recollect that he ever showed the least dis- 
pleasure at the strongest objections that w6re made 
to what he delivered ; but I distinctly remember the 
smile of approbation with which he usually received 
them ; nor did he fail to point out, in a very encou- 
raging manner, the ingenuity or force of any remarks 
that were made, when they merited these characters. 
His object, as well as Dr. Aikin's, was to engage the 
students to examine and decide for themselves, un* 
influenced by the sentiments of any other person/ 
His written lectures he used to permit each student 
to take and read in his own lodgings.'* ^ 

To this charming picture of a lecturer, intent upon 
usefulness, may be added his own directions, as given^ 
in his excellent ^^ Essay on a Course of Liberal Edu-' 
cation for Civil and Active Life." f 

• Accdunt of Warrington Academy, by the Rev. W. Turner, 
of Newca8tIe-upon*T3me, in the Monthly Rd|x}Bitory, vol. viiL 
p. 166, &c 

t First published in 1764 ; prefixed to ^< Lectures on History,** 
17SS. . . 
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« I^t title Itsctiirer hmri^ ti pretty full Usik before 
him» digested with c»:e, containing not oi^ % m&^ 
thod of disjCQursing upon ttie «iibj#et9 ; \mt abo ^ tiie 
principal or^^wflmtf he adduce3> and all the leading 
Jbets he mak^^ nae of to support hia hypotheses. 
Let this ti^t be ihe siibjed; of a r^ul^, but familiar 
discours05 i»ot exceeding an hour at a time, intb 9^ 
class n(^ excei^ng twenty or tb^y. Let the leo^ 
turer g^ve bis pupils all eocouragemeiit to enter 9aca- 
sianally into the conversation by pi^posing queries, or 
making my objections, or rem^rjk^s, that may ooeur to 
them, Jjtet all the ^tudf^ts ha?e an opportunity of 
perusing tbiatextf if not of cppying it, in the jiiterr 
vgls between the lei^niss, and let near half ^f the 
time ioiB lecturing be ^pent in ra^iti^g ftom the 
students a minute acwunt of the p^rtieulars <^ the 
preceding leebuie, and in explaining any diffieultiea 
they may have met with in it; in-'ordeir that no 
suligeet be quilsted, till the tutor he nu»aHy o^Eiiun, 
that his pupik thtiroughly understand it 

^' Upon every subject of importance, let the tutor 
make referenees to the principal aul^hors who have 
treated of, it, and, if Ihe subject be a oorateov^ed 
one, let him refer to books wxkten on both sides a£ 
the questbn. Of these refisrences let the tutor (Occa- 
sionally require an account, and sometimes a written 
abstract. Lastly, let the tutor select a proper num- 
ber of tbf most im|)0i:;(;wj^ qnes<^n% th^t cun Arise 
from the mbledt of llie lectures, aad let them be pro* 
posed to the students as exercises, to be treated in 
l3ie fi»m of orations, theses^ or dissertations, as he 
shaU think fit" 
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GottrefsfttioQ i6|.howevQr,|iettcr adapfaed tobeeii^^ 
pbyed for the instraetioo of yoiiih by a tutM m a 
ooQ^e, timn by a profossoc in a imiveamty^ Wks» 
the das8 exceeds the munber (^ Apriv%te l^y, it b(^ 
cDmetJiecessary to adi^ amoce fiNamal and i^ttxmBtic 
method; and the best way of shsmng hsw this iBay 
be done, mil be to state the foUdwing partiiaiki^ ^ 
Yikat is dpoe constantly in the Umreifiity ofGiaagow. 

At an early hour every day in the ueel: except 
Saturday and Sunday, the prafessor nifeta his dass. 
As soon as he has taken hift seat, ^ cenaor (one of 
the dass, appoinbed every wedc by rotation) ealkbTs»r 
the catalogue^ It is thus ascertained whether any 
ooe ia absent. Aft^ a short prayer, the profiessor 
delivers Ms lecta]:e, which fills up the hour. Besides 
the pubUe studenis^ whose names are inserted in 
alphabetical order in the catalogue, die lection is 
attwded by others, called private studmU, who enter 
no further into the business of the dass, and who ate 
not, as sioch, sul^ect to the disctph&e of the University^ 
nw entitled to its honours. After a 'suitable interval^ 
the puofessQT soeets his class again ; the catalogue is 
caHed over ; an account is required of absankees ; aa 
many as can be called upoi» before the exj^rsition of 
^ hone, am examined by ti^ professor iqMNi wh|Ux 
they have heand fi»m him 'y and thanes and exercteea 
of various kinds are. pcesoxihed, read, and orttif^wd. 
Thus, in con&nnity witit thtf statutes mfi long eeta- 
Uybhed us^e of the Univ^sity, a seeond houv ia em* 
playdU. during which every stadent is more or less on^ 
dto alert to gaitir ei^edit watfa <^e professor and hia 
fiiUow'stiidants, by dmwing that he has paid proper- 
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attention to the lectures, and to all the business of 
his class. The public students also meet early on the 
Saturday morning, when their exercises are in some 
d^ee varied from the usual course. The manner of' 
conducting one of the most useful dasses is detailed 
by Greorge Jardine, Esq., who has filled the chair of 
logic and rhetoric with the highest reputation during 
half a century, in his late; work, entitled " Outlines of 
Philosophical Education?* This University numbers 
among its pupils no inconsiderable portion of the best 
informed people of Scotland^ Ireland, and England ; 
and its active and accomplished superintendants have 
recently extended the system of exercises and exami- 
nations, to a certain degree, from the younger classes 
to those of Hebrew, Divinity, Law, and Chemistry. 
A new university may :learn' much from tiieir expe- 
rience,' and even improve upon thef system, which they 
have pursued with such distinguished success. Where 
the mathematical and physical sciences enter more 
largely into the scheme of instruction, it may be' 
found. useful, besides the various exercises in written 
composition and the verbal examinations, to require 
the students to take a part in repeating chemical and 
philosophical experiments, in r dissecting and describ- 
ing plants or other objects of natural history, and 
in drawing, both at their own- apartments 4ind in the 
class-room, diagrams, inaps, plans of buildings, and 
sections of apparatus and madiinery. Every task of 
this kind iday be beneficial, not only, as an exercise 
of their various faculties and talents, but also by 
giving them a lively-personal interest in the business 
of the classes, in which they have been enrolled, and' 
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by qualifying them in after life both for the te^ 
searches of abstract speculation, and for the practical 
details of business. Another important modification 
of the Glasgow system seems to be this: although 
one hour in each day is sufficient for the lecture^ 
which may be heard as conveniently by five hundred 
persons, as by five ; two or three hours, or even more> 
may be requisite to be devoted by the professor to the 
discipline of his class, either collectively, or in sec- 
tions constituted according to their ages and attain- 
ments. As a general rule, not more than 60 students 
should meet at the same hour for exercises and exa- 
minations. Also, the professors of -Greek and, Roman 
literature should be expected no less than the pro- 
fessors of philosophy, to pay attention both to the 
formation of a good English style by their pupils, 
and to their improvement in speaking. Opportunities 
of promoting these objects will present themselves in 
abundance during the course of their prelections on 
the historians, poets, and philosophers of antiquity. 

The length of the session, and the studies proposed 
for its later months, will admit of the further adop# 
tion of active and varied methods of improvement by 
means of excursions into the country, or upon the 
water. " Besides these constant exercises,'* (for we 
may apply to cmr institution wha,t Milton says of his,) 
V there is another opportunity of gaining experience 
to be won from pleasure itself abroad ; in those vernal 
seasons of the year, when the air is calm and pleasant, 
it were an injury and suUeniless against nature not 
to go out, and see her riches, and partake in her re- 
Xoicing with heaven ;ind earth/- These excjirsioBS 
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ishould be made in the company of '^prudent and 
ataid guides/' who may assist their pupils in learning 
by observation and actual inspection. They may 
thus act upon the principle suggested in jtha fol- 
lowing words by Dr. Knox : " It is the general fault 
of scholars to read books too much, and nature too 
little. By the one we can only keep possession of 
the truths discovered by our predecessors ;. by the 
other we are continually making new acquisitions, 
and by our knowledge extending the empire of man 
over nature." * 



Sect. YtH.-^Prizes and Degrees* External 
Lecturers, Medical and Legal Education. 

The institution of prixes^ with other means of 
exciting emulation, has continued of late years to 
gain ground in almost every system of education* 
The practice has long prevailed at Glai^ow, and is 
now carried to a greater extent than ever. Oxford 
and Cambridge have more recently adc^ted the same 
system, employing it principally at the time of the 
examination for the degree of B. A.f In the Uni- 

* Liberal Eucation, llth edit. vol.*. p. IBS. 

t The introduction of public annual tsxaminations, with ho- 
lumssy rewards for such a6 distinguldlied themselves^ Wte watmly 
agitated at Cambridge rath^ more than 50 years sinoe. * It was 
opposed by Farmer, Halifax, and Powell, and supported by Law, 
Paley, Watson, Tyrr^tt, Plumptre, and most actively and stre- 
nuously by John Jebb, who had witnessed its good effects in 
'nrkihy College, Dublin, and whbse proposals, with his argumenta. 
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versity of Valencia, all the students are puUidy 
examined at the end of the session in June, when 
prizes of books and money are awarded to those, who 
are found to have derived the greatest benefit from 
the lectures, which they have been attending.* A 
similar plan is pursued in the Catholic Colleges in 
this country, in the East India Colleges at Haileybury 
and Croydon, and in Manchester College at York. 

The employment of prizes as a motive to exertion 
may certainly be carried too far. Young persons of 
every age, and above all, those who are old epough to 
attend a university, should be taught to regard prin* 
cipally and almost solely the substantial and perma** 
nent rewards of academical merit, for which alon^ 
they devote their best years to study, and which the 
attentive and industrious will inevitably find in the 
improvement of their various faeulties, in their in^ 
creasing stock of knowledge, in thd refinement of 
their taste, and their access to new and . elevarted 
pleasures, in their opening prospects of Usefulness and 
fame, and in the admiration and applause, the esteem 
and the affection, of their t^i^ers md cUss^feUbws, 
their relations and their Iriends.. Nevertfadess it 
appears unquestionably proper, that a judgment should 
be formed, and a decision pronounced, respecting the 
use they have made of their opportunities of im^ 
provement. With this view it appears desirahle, 
that the most deaerving students in the public classes 
of philosophy and languages should be arranged 

in favour of emplo3riiig the principle of emulation, may be seen in 
the 2d and 3d volumes of his Works, 
* See Townsend's Travels in Spain. 
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aoocMxting to a scale of merit, each class, or section of 
a class, voting for the election of its worthiest mem^ 
bers. That the professor should be allowed to vote, 
or at least that he should have a casting vote, is evi- 
dently proper. But, to omit general reasonings^ the 
ample experience of the Faculty of Arts at Glasgow 
clearly proves, that ikM^ students ought to be entitled 
to vote in a body u]K>n the conduct of their class- 
fellows, of which they have been daily spectators and 
witnesses through the session.^ 
' Any prize or special reward, which can be given 
to a succefssful candidate, will be of little estimation 
(Compared with the value, which he attaches to the 
place assigned him in the list of honour. But some 
badge of distinction, such as a medal, a book, or a 
philosophical instrument, sqme pleasing and cherished 
memorial of the scenes and employments of his 
purest, happiest, and most ardent days, maybe pro- 
perly bestowed on him by the university, through 
the hands of his instructor. Perhaps, also, rewaiuls 
of higher intrinsic value, which will be acceptable to 
students of limited resources, and will enable them 
to pursue their career with more credit and comfort, 
such as exhibitions, scholarships, or the use of ap^t- 
ments in the buildings of the university, may be 
offered to the prize-men according to the rank, which 
they have attained. The adoption of such plans as 
these will be a most powerful engine in the hands of 
the professors, for promoting the good conduct and 
improvement of their pupils. 

* Sec Jardine'i Outlines, p. 8S5— 393. 
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There remains a yet higher rank of honours, not 
merely adcriowledged in the class-room or the uni- 
versity, but recognized by the country and by the 
world. These are degrees^ which are conferred at 
certain stages of the academical course in every uni- 
versity, as authorized testimonials o^ attendance upon 
certain teachers and of some proficiency in collegiate 
attainments. Perhaps a new university, (even if it 
were entitled to the name^) could not succeed, cer^ 
tainly its success . would be greatly impeded and 
abridged, without the privilege of conferring de- 
grees : and it is therefore to- be hoped, that that 
privilege, upon proper conditions, i*ould not be 
withheld by the FOUNTAIN of HONOUR. If 
the degree of B. A. were given after three sessions 
passed at the university, and that of M. A. after 
four, the time required would be as much as is now 
demanded either in the British dominions, or perhaps 
in any other part of Europe. But a question here 
arises, which must be determined, before the ground 
of the student's claim to these honours can be settled. 

A certain course of study in philosophy and litera- 
ture, supposed to occupy four sessions, has been 
marked out as being calculated to furnish all the 
advantages of a comprehensive and liberal education. 
Supposing this plan, or indeed any other, to be 
adopted as the best that can be devised, we may 
expect that the students wiU, in general, comply 
with it of their own accord, and for the sake of their 
own manifest advantage. But, if they are obliged to 
walk id this one track, many evils and inconveniences 



Digitized 



by Google 



118 

will ensue. Who h to ecmttol the professors, and to 
preserve them from relaxing in their indxustry, their 
afl^ctioD^ and their zeal ? Finding themselves se^ 
tnirely fixed in lucrative and honourable situations^ 
and knowing that Ike students must attend them m 
otdei: to obtain degrees, or to pass on to superior 
dasses, thoy mny be disposed sooner or later to 
become negligent and oardess. To prevent these 
latnentable consequences, the same prindple must be 
peiinitted to operate upon them as upon their pujnk* 
Tliey tnust be exposed to campetithn. Insteadi, 
therefore, c^ being eompelled to attend on a6y one 
professor, the ntudc^ts should be allowed to choose 
tlieir teachers. They cannot indeed be considered as 
s dudmts in i^e universityj, without a punctual attend,'- 
ance upon one of thejp^^^«w^ in the unwernUy: 
nbr ought the university to confer degrees upon those^ 
who have not studied during the spedfied time nnder 
its own authority, and according to its own provi- 
sions^. But an estaUi^hment has been suggested of 
not fewer than six professors* iThe department of 
eadi of them I. is so important and extensive, that, 
without deviating from his proper subjects, he may 
vary his course from year to year, «> as to invite 
young men to attend it more than once. Cases will 
often occur of individuals, whose previous attain- 
ments, and whose prospects and intentions in fiituve 
life may make it desirable for them to deviate in some 
ir&pects from the prescribed course. Such students 
should be at liberty to pay more or less atteaition^ 
according to thehr peculiin: oircumsfamccs, either to 
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pure or to mixed mathematicfi, to mechanics or to 
cKemistry, to phjrsical or to metaphysical subjects^ to 
philosophy or to literature. 

It 18 also to be expected and to be hoped, that 
ample opportuuities of the best instruction will be 
afforded h^ the eX)^tions of teachers, who are not 
^pfeasors la the university. At Oxford and Cam- 
bridge such attempts would be suppressed. At 
Sdinbuigh and Glasgow, although the charter of the 
forma: University,* if not of the latter, con&rs the 
power pf suppressing them, it is never ex^cised; hence 
m&i of the most distinguished abilities open class^ 
rooms apart from the university; and not very rarely 
surpass the professors in celebrity, as they would 
likewise in the number of their hewers, if attendance 
upon their lectures were reckoned in taking degrees. 
U was in a great measure by this wise and liberal 
policy, that Edinburgh' became the first medical 
sebool in 1^ world. If, at the time of the revival 
of leaiming, the universities of Italy had manifested 
the exclusive spjrit, whidb shows itself in our days 
and in our country, xiearly all the knowledge and the 
taste, Hvfaich Oxford and Cambridge have to bestow, 
wduM probably have been lost to them, to Europe, 
and to the human race. But, when Manuel Chry- 
soloras, and other distinguished Greeks, were com- 
pelled by the increasing power of the Turks to quit 
their native country, **ftiping their residence in the 
ItaUan universities^ they were hailed as the dispensers 
of science and the oracles of wisdom. Their lectures 

# M^idand's History of Edinburgh, p. 357-^63. 
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were assiduously attended, and their instractions were 
imbibed with all the ardour of enthusiasm."* This 
generous reception of the learned refiigees is justly 
considered as the drcumstanee, which has preserved 
to us the predous literature and language of their 
incomparable ancestors. In England, the resort of 
external lecturers to the neighbourhood of a nar 
tional university will add to its usefulness and 
lustre, as a seat of learning ; and they will thus, in 
some measure, repay the advantages, which they 
derive from its establishment, by promoting the great 
objects, for wbidi it was instituted, by attracting an 
additional number of students, and perhaps by in- 
creasing the emoluments of the privileged professors.f 

Such, besides private study, will be the oppOTtu- 
nities, which young men may enjoy of rising to emi- 
nence in the various branches c^ academical educa-^ 
tion, without being compelled to pursue the exact 
routine of the university. If they be allowed to avail 
themselves freely of these opportmiities, the professors 
mU all exert themselves to excel in their several de- 
partments, from the certainty, that if they become 
indifferent, their lecture-rooms will be deserted. 

The grounds of this latitude of choice being 
explained, let us suppose a man to come forward for 
the purpose of taking his degree. Having been a 
student in the university during three sessions; 

* Sliepberd^s Life of Poggk), p. 6. 

i The importance of the sertioes pf private lecturers is well 
yep]:eseiite4 l^ an ^uthor^ who has clearly and elegantly stated 
the uses of public institutions for academical education^ and the 
pinciples on which they ought to be conducted. — See Elements; 
rf Political Science, by j. Craig, Es^. vol. ii. p. 3^1 — 353^ 
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having attended, during each of thqse sessions, some 
one of the professors of languages or philosophy ; heing 
proved^ by the reports of the censors, or some other 
certificate, to have been present regularly both at the 
lectures and at the hours of exercise; and being allowed 
Jiy'the professors to have conducted himself in their 
classes with diligence and propriety, he submits to a 
public examination upon all the subjects of the three 
first sessions, according to the prescribed arrangement 
of the university. He is expected to show a competent 
knowledge of Greek and Roman literature, of ma- 
thematics, chemistry, natural and experimental phi^ 
lofiophy, and natural history. The examination is 
conducted by the professors, who are to confer the 
degree, and who consequently ought to be satisfied of 
the just daims of the candidate : but all members 
of the' university are entitled to be present, and to 
take a part in the examination, so as to secure the ' 
greatest possible faimesa' in the proceeding. This is 
the only process, whidi appears requisite previously 
to taking the degree of Bachelor of Arts. In like 
manner a Bachelor of Arts, after proofs have been 
exhibited that he has passed a fourth session as a 
public student, in a r^ular attendance upon any one 
pofessor, submits to a public exiamination on the 
subjects taught in the fourth philosophical, or meta- 
physical class ;. and, having satisfied the professors of 
his proficiency in the knowledge of those subjects;, 
is entitled to the degree of Master of Arts. 

Nothing has yet been said in the course of these 
pages upon the provision, which may be made in a 
new university for instruction^ in tneciiciue and in 
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law. A few words may here be mtrodiiced on tbese 
important topics, in connection with the subject of 
degrees. A man, who confines himself to the, meaoflt, 
which England at present furnishes of qualifying 
himself td practise in the medical and legal pnilieae- 
wms, studies in London, and graduates at Oxford or 
Cambridge. Reason and justice seem to demand 
that, if London supplies tlie knowledge neoessarjr to 
any employment, it ought also to jconfer 1^ testi.- 
monials of that knowledge, and the power to use it* 
But a Anther question may be asked ; Why is pco^ 
fessional instruction to be confined to London? Why 
are thousands of young men, designed fi>r the. pne- 
tioe of medidne, surgery^ and law, to be compelled 
to leave thor homes and the vidnity of their mtural 
ccmnections, to travel to London from the remotest 
piarts of the North and of the West of England, to 
iheur numerous expences which they can ill^support, 
aind to endanger dieir health and their medals in 
pursuit of knowledge, which might be as wdl sup* 
|died to them in thdir own neighbourhood ? It will 
be answ^sed, that medical students rescNrt to London 
jon account of the imequaUed advantages, which are 
^msented in attendance on the hospitals. To this 
y/e reply, that unless JJmiBsm and its vicinity be far , 
momt unhealthy, more fertile in diseases, than any 
other part of England, the same number and variety 
^f cases may be expected to present themselves in the 
hospitals of any .district whidi is equally populous. 
Now a ctrde of forty miles' radius described round 
London, includes a less populatioii than the same 
cirde. described round Manchester. I^ therefore, the 
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hospitals in tlie ktter circle be equally ftequefited by 
patiente, but much less by students, why should not 
the medical profession derive greater advantage from 
tiiie circumstance ? This general ^statement must be 
modified by observing, that there is in London a far 
greater concentration of professional talent than in 
any other part of England ; that there the hospitals 
are within a few miles of one another ; that their 
ample endowments provide fat a far greater number 
of patients than can be received inpto establishments 
Bupp(»ted by annual or occasional contributions ; and 
that the number admitted into diem perh^s exceeds 
the numbet in all the hospitals and infirmaries dis- 
persed through the above-mentioned circle, w^ich 
surrofinds Manchester.* Nevertheless every yotmg 
man, *who goes to London in ord^ to ptosecute his 
medical education, finds that his expences are heavy 
in proportion as his opportunities of Observation ar^ 
inadequate. At the same time they, who are more 
anxious for his welfere even than he is himseli^dDead 
his exposure to evils far greater llian those which arise 
from a disproportion between the number of pupils 
and the means of instruction. There is, therefore, a 
manifest necessity, that at least one school of) medi- 
<^e should be opened in some other part of Eo^nd ; 
and, since the exp€denee of t3K)se, who are the most 
coTicaned in the management of hospitals, leads them 

* Tlie London Hoqiitals are seven in number ; St. Bartholo-* 
mew'fl contains 500 beds ; St. Thomas's, 460 ; Guy's, 400 ; the 
London Hospital, Whitechapel Road, about 180; the Westmin- 
ster Hospital, about 100; St. George's, about 20Q; the Middlesex 
Hospital, about 800.— See The Lancet, No* 108, vdi. ix. 
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to the conclusion, that these expensive establishments 
are prindpally useful to the public by supplying^ 
facilities for the attainment of professional knowledge, 
it is probable, that they will be conducted upon a 
larger scale than at present in any place out of 
London, where a good medical school shall be insti- 
tuted. By the Act of the 55 Geo, III. c. 194, no 
person is permitted to practise as an apothecary in 
any part of England or Wales, unless he has received 
from the Court of Examiners of the Apothecaries' 
Company in London, a certificate testifying, that he 
is duly qualified. Surgeons are subject to a similar 
law, no one being allowed to practise, until he has 
received a Diploma from the London College of 
Surgeons. These statutes have been enacted with a 
view to secure the health and safety of the public; 
and in pursuance of the same object, the College of 
Surgeons recognises only five medical sdiools, viz. . 
those of London, Dublin, Edinburgh, Gla^w, and 
Aberdeen. If England shall ever contain a university 
affording the same advantages for the attainment of 
professional skill and experience, with the four Scotch 
and Irish universities included in this enumeration, 
tbero<ibn be no doubt, that its pupils will partake of 
the same privileges which the statutes and regulations 
referred to extend to all deserving candidates. Such 
a university ought to supply the best instruction to 
the highest branch of the medical profession. This 
being* the case, it should be empowered to confer 
degrees in medicine as well as in arts : and perhaps 
the rule might be, that the professors should confer 
the d^ee of Doctor of Medicine upon any Master o£ 
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Arts, dther of their own, or of any other university, 
who had afforded sufficient proofs, by means of testi- 
monials and public examinations, of liis just title to 
that distinction."*^ 

In the profession of the law, many advantages 
are enjoyed by graduates of Oxford and Cambridge, 
from which all others are excluded. The liberal 
character of the English Bar forbids us to suppose, 
that this distinction is made for any other reason, 
but because Oxford and Cambridge have . hitherto 
been the only English seminaries authorized to confer 
the recognized testimonials of an academical educa* 
tion ; and hence it may be confidently anticipated, 
that . the graduates of any new English university . 
will be entitled to the same privileges. By a recent' 

* Respecting the period of study which may be required before 
conferring the degree of Doctor of Medicine, see " Observations 
on a Tour in Scotland,, by Thomas Newte, Esq." 1791, 4ta. 
p. 351 — 359' The acute and accomplished author of these 
Observations was William Thomson, LL.D. the continuator of 
Watsons Life of Philip III. He here asserts, that at Edinburgh 
Candidates were examined on literature and philosophy by the 
Dean and Faculty of Arts, before they could apply for a degree in 
Physic The Edinburgh professors have been by nq means strict ^ 
in enforcing this rule. *It had, however, the countenance of the 
late celebrated Professor of the Theory of Medicine, Dr. James 
Gregory, who, in the dedication to his Conspectus Med. Theareticce, 
strongly enforces upon his pupils the study c^ the Latin language, 
and represents the dignity of his own office, as their instructor 
and as a professor of the heaiing art, by saying, " Sum is scilicet; 
qui non mulierculis, aut circtimforaneis medicis, artem nuUis prin- 
cipiis nitentem nuUaque doctrina aut scientia omatam impertiar, 
sed artem liberalem, cui et fayet et necessaria est doctrina haud 
esdgua, juventutem ingenuam doceam, jam Uteris humanioribus 
probe eruditam et plurima scientia imbutam." 
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Act of Parliament ao ooe can practise as an attorney 
in England or Wales, unless he has previcmsly passed 
five years in an attorney's office : but an exception is 
made in favour of the graduates of Oxford and Cam* 
bridge, who are allowed to enjoy the same benefits 
after having been articled only three years, Thus 
the inestimable advantages of academical education 
are in a great measure confined, in this branch of the 
profession of the law, to members of the Church of 
England. But, when it is considered, that the aim of 
every new enactment since the revolution has been 
to extend, rather than to abridge, religious federation, 
it is not too much to hope, that the same reasonable 
indulgence will be extended to the graduates^ of a 
university open to all sects without exception. 

The remarks, which were offered upon the necessity, 
now imposed upon medical students, of resorting to 
London, are for the most part applicable to the legal 
profession also. It is acknowledged, that, of all the 
xdrcuits, the northern presents the greatest quantity 
of business and the greatest display of talent ; and 
^e:st to this the westeriL The local advantages there* 
^ fore of thQ North and of the West of England are 
manifest with a view to the attainment of knowledge 
and experience in law, no less than in surgery and 
medicine. The establishpient of a university in either 
<^ thes^ districts^ or indeed in London itseltf, may 
fadlitate the study of the law, and add to the ire^ 
ispectability of its practitioners, by affording those 
means of instruction, which in every country, except 
iEnglaad, are regarded as indispensable. The uni- 
versities at Bologna, and many other places on the 
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Gontineat, were during many ages after their AheA 
establishment prmcipaliy deroted to the advance- 
ment of legal studies by puUic lectures. At Sdin* 
burgh the Faculty of Law consists 6f no fewer than 
four professors, who lecture daily through the session 
in their several departments, all advocates and 
writers to the signet being reqmred to produce tes- 
timonials of attendance upon them,^ England is, 
perhaps, the only civilized country, where a legal 
education consists almost entirely in private reading, 
and in the laborious details of the attorney's or tiie 
pleader's office. The enlightened practitioners of 
every rank, in ent various cowts, will doubtleBs hail 

* The mode of conducting the Lavir Class at Glasgow is, de- 
tailed in Craig's Life of Millar, before referred to. That English 
law may be taught with incalculable advantage by similar me- 
thods, wiH be etident to every one who endeavours to compre- 
hend the many important results, which have ensued from the 
resolution adopted by a feHow of All-Souls* College in 1753, to 
introduce the delivery of Lectures upon Law at Oxford. This 
plan, which at its commencement was opposed by some as aii 
** innovation,'* (see the Preface to Blackstone's Commentaries,) 
produced the work, which since its publication has formed the 
ground-work of all legal study in England. The remarks of the 
writer of the Life of Blackstone m the General Biography appear 
deserving of citation, in reference both to this particular subject, 
and to' the general question of English acadeiaiical education^ 
''It is," says he, '* a singular circumstance, and may be of some 
Qse in enabling us to appreciate the merit of our academical esta- 
l^hmentS; that in the long succession of public teachers and 
piofeasors, during a period of several centuries, the Commentaries 
of Blaokstode, and the Hebrew Prelections of Lowtfa, are the only 
series of lectures in either university, which have any prosp ec t of 
deseending to postmty, m: of acquiring a permanent place in the 
Uterfttttte of their comitry." 
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with delight th? birth of a university » designed not 
oiily to adorn and enrich the minds of their succcs* 
sors with all. that variety of knowledge, which Cicero 
deemed requisite, to an accomplished advocate,^ but 

* " Mea quidem sententia nemo poterit esse omni laude cumulatus 
orator^ nia erit omnium rerum magnarum atque artium sdentiam 
consecutus. Etenim ex rerum cognitione efflorescat et redundet 
oportet oratio : que nisi subest, res ab oratore percepta et oognita 
inanem quandam habet elocutionem et pene puerilem/' De 
Oratore, lib. i. c. 6. 

The contrast of this grand portrait is exhibited in the following 
account of the education for the English Bar : 

^^ With respect to the modes of preparation for (Ms profession^ 
I see, with r^ret, that an illiberal method s^yevails, which tx>n- 
sists in confining the future advocate, like a clerk in a mer- 
chant's, counting-house, to the desk of some practising lawyer, 
and teaching him the ordinary business almost mechanically^ 
There he sits, and copies a ^eat number of dry formalities, such 
as, if he attended to them, could not enlarge his mind ; such 
indeed as, without a remarkable dulness of dispomtion, he cannot 
attend to. After labouring for aeveral years in a manusi emjMLoy- 
ment, as sedentary, and scarcely more liberal than that of the 
weaver or the watchmaker, he comes forth a formidable barrister. 
— ^The true method of arriving at an eligible species of eminence in 
the study of the law is to enlarge the capacity of the mind by a 
most comprehensive and classical education ; and then to furnish 
it with some pwtion of every species of human knowledge." 
Knox's Essays, No. 112. . 

The following remarks of Mr. NichoUs. are to the same effect, 
and may be received as the result of very extensive obseryalion : 

*' By the old mode of education, the' lawyer first acquired 
science, and afterwards immersed himself in practice. By the 
modem mode, he begins with that, knowledge, which is acquired 
by practice, and he must emerge to science, if he ever acquiriea 
it. Lawyers, formed according to the modem mode, will, perhaps, 
have more dexterity in the application of their knowledge, than 
lawyers formed according to the old mode : perhaps they may be 



Digitized 



by Google 



129 

9l80 to provider coin}(l0te c^mr^es^ of lectures, with 
exercises I and examinations, upon the theory find 
practice of their own profession. 

With respect to degrees in law, they are in most 
cases merely complimentary. But, as far as they are 
necessary to admission to the practice of the Eccle- 
siastical and Admiralty courts, it is desirahle that 
the professors of a new university should be enabled 
to confer them upon candidates proved to be entitled 

even more useful advocates for private clients: but i^ is to be^ 
feared, that they wiU be deficient on great constitutionaLquestianfi.'' 
Recollections of the reign of George HI* hj John Nicholls^rEsq.'' 
vol. L p. 341. 

It is not^ pexhaps^ generally known^ that the science of the law 
was formerly taught in London by courses of lectures. Sir George 
Buc^ in his ''Third Universitie of England,** (dedicated. to l^r 
£dw;»xd Coke, and dated l6lS,) when he is describing the opjtor- 
tunities of study in thp four Inns for teachmg the Common Law> 
says that students^ aft^ having beeii called to the bar, '' were 
allowed tp read^ecture« onlawpublioly'.in-the halla, which' tkey 
performed with much . magnificence' and solemnity^ and were 
thenceforth called Readers." 

The propriety of applying a regular system of professional in- 
struction to the advancement of both medical and legal studies 
is well represented in Jardme's Outlines, p* 46277^466, 2d edit; 
"With regard to law," says he, ''there appears ^ to be so little 
system in the manner of studjruig it, that it would Be extremely, 
difficult either to point out strictures, or to suggest improvementsL 
In some places the professors are not attended at all; and the 
student is only required to furnish saitisfactory evidence, that he 
has eaten a certain number of dinners at the inns of court» but no 
evidence is required, that he ever attended the courts of business 
even for one day. It is difficult to conceive in what manner 
learned and sensible men should have adopted aplanof education^ 
in which there are neither teachers nor scholars." 

K 
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to them by proper testimonialis and public exami- 
nations.* 



Sect. IX.— Government qfthe University. 

A QUESTION of fundamental importance now pre- 
sents itself, viz. Where shall the supreme controlling 
power of the university be vested ? By whom shall its 
funds be administered ? By whom ought its profes- 
itors and other officers to be appointed, and who shall 
have the right of a general superinteiidance bvcfr its 
concerns? 

In these respects the different universities of 
Europe and America pursue themost various plans^ 
but none ha« been hitherto adopted, which appears 
eligible for this country. As the petty sovereigns of 

* The ground, on which universities confer diegreesi is thus 
stated in the charter of the University of Gottiiigeh. 

" Porro, cum ipsa studia eo feliciori gradu procedant et majus 
inimant incrementum, si preclaris ingeniis et disciplinis ipsis suus 
honbs et dignitatis gradus statuatur, atque emeriti aliquando digna 
laborum suorum prsmia consequantur, statuimus et ordinamus, &c. 

See the charter as published hy Christoph. Au^. Heumanhus, af 
the end^ of his edition of the Antiqtdtates Academicce qfContingius, 
GoUingcB, 17S9, Uo, This curious work contains also (at p. S77 
i — 385) the charter of Maximilian II. for erecting the University 
of Helmstadt. It is dated Afay 9, 1575, and confers upon that 
body all the usual powers and privileges of preceding universities. 

The essentially important question respecting the tndhcrityy by 
whidi oiniversities may be established, and empowered to confer 
degrees, is leasmedly discussed, and appears to be justly decidisd 
\)y Uterus, in the 5th and 6th chapters of his Diatriha de Gra* 
. dibus Academicis, Giessce, 1679- 
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the Gtetfflrttt iSlaftal, and Kltewifie the kirifes of Prassia, 
Holland, Demnark, acid Sweden^, hi g^iveral foimd 
and support the u^45Ve»sitie6> they oi course ^pomt 
tho pr^essoirs, and ha^ne a: supreme 2(M entire control 
o>rer tkcHff own establishnieiiFts. In France, edueaition 
in all its fasiifiisationB Js it^the hands of l^e goverb^ 
ment; !tod since tfiis haj been the casfe, alijibst every 
ki»d of a^emical learning appears to haWdeelined 
in that ijountryi The remarks of Mr» J>aWscto .Tftr- 
n&t, in -his account of the present State of th^ (del 
Unitisrsity of Caenj apply to all the Frencsh establish- 
ments oiF «he same class. *^The professoiss receive' 
their salaiies wholly - from th^ government ; * their- 
emokiments ^continue the" same, whether the students- 
crowd to hear their courses, or whether tliey lecture 
to emp^r *«i(&es. It is {Strictly forbidden to a s^dent 
to aMeni];^t'<o Wake any remuneratioii to a professi^J' 
09 even- to, oJfer hifi^ a preseHt oiF any kind. The 
whole of- the dues paid hy the^' scholars go to ^e 
state; and the state in its turii defrays the expences 
of the estat)li$bment- ' * 

In North America the universities are in some 
measure undet the contrcA of the local governments ; 
but, where the power of every description of fiinc- 
ttonaiies originates in the great body of' the people, 
and where the universities are professedly tiie creation 
and the care of the state, this interference does not ap- 

♦ Lettfers frpni Normandy, ik^d, vol. ii. p. 2U — 213.., .In. 
like mattiier all* the ttaliair universities are noW urldter' st^te 
oontrol. The students do not pay fees^ to the professors,, the 
latter being paid entirely by the government. . Russia has six 
uni verities, all managed entirely according to the directions of the 
emperor and his ministers. 
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pear objectionftble* With English habits and ideas a 
university will be more likely to succeed the less the 
meitibers of the government^ as su^h, and not upon 
the ground of services and perfonhanoies^ which may 
be equally shared by oth.ers, interfere in the direction 
of its concerns. If professorships are established and 
endowed by' the crown, the right of filling them; may 
of course be vested in the crown, just as the patronage 
of any other professorship may remain always with 
the representative of its original founder. In like 
manner, o^cial persons, either in church or state^ who 
render important services of any kind to the university, 
ought to be entitled to partake in its management on. 
the same conditions with unofficial person^, who render 
similar services. 

In Great Britain, academical education has happily 
not been made the business of the government; 
Hence our universities, with comparatively rare ex- 
ceptions, manage and control themselves. At Glas- 
gow, for example, the members of the faculty have 
the entire management of the university, being only 
subject to a royal visitation,* and restricted from ap- 
pointing to professorships of royal foimdation. But, 
where the professor^ fill up their own vacancies, there 
is a danger of the prevalence of interested motives in 
the choice ; at all -events, they will not escape the 
suspicion of them in the view of the public. By the 
charter of the^University of Edinburgh, the provost, 
bailifi^, and town council, are authorized to elect 
the professors, and to place and remove them as they 

* The l»st visitation was in 1727^ and was attended hy many 
important reformations. See Jardine's Outlines, p« 18. 
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judge expediettt;* Without the knowledge of this 
fact, philosophers at a distance would be at a loss to 
account for the alarm felt by that learned body, and 
riecorded by one of the most celebrated among them, 
on hearing the opinion of a tailor relative to the 
dispute about the election of Mr. Leslie to the oflSoe 
of Mathematical Professpr.f But the faot is, that 
tailors, growers, and other trstde^menin the city, 
choose nearly all the professors of the University of 
Edinburgh. If again this and other powers should 
be vested in^ trustees, how apt are those . entrusted 
with the management of public foundations to neglect 
diem through age, infirmity, change of residence, 
and odier causes, and how partial and inattentive 
are they in appointing their successors. 

It seems evidently just -and proper, that in a uni- 
versity, as in every other public institution, the power 
of directing its concerns should belong to its. founders 
and supporters. Who then are the supporters of a 
university ? Certainly they are its best and. chief 
supporters, who by their fees contribute the pilncipal 
part of its annual income, who fill its halls,^ submit 
to its discipline, improve by its instructions, and thus 
establish and extend its fame. >0n the ground, there- 
fore, of abstract right it appears proper, that all, who 
have pursued their studies in the university, and in 

* Maitland^ ibid. 

t '^ The alarm^ which I fel(^ on this occasion^ in conupapn wil^ 
many others of my colleagues, was not a little increased, when we . 
understood that the opinion of these gentlemen was sanctioned by 
that of Mr. Ranken, Tailor to his Majesty/' &c. Short State- 
ment of Facts, by Dugald Stewart, p. 6, 3d edit 
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ddifestatiaft x^f their regular and diligenl; attendance, 
fend df tteir proficiency ih the variouts branches of 
Itnowledge, which it imparts, have received firom it 
the dqgree of M . A., should be entitled to a voice in 
thte direction of itis concerns. Great evils and incon- 
veniences migbt however arise, if graduates, who had 
long quitted the university and given up all connexion 
with it, were allowed to come forward upon any sud- 
den commotion or emergency, and to exercise an 
interference, which miglrt obstruct the aimiS bf its 
constant friendis, and pei4iaps undo by a single Reso- 
lution, what iJiey had been many months or years 
in effecting. Oradnates, therefore, who wish to retain 
the privilege in question, tnay be expected, in token 
of their continued attachment to the university, and 
of their wish to participate in its concerns, to contri- 
bute a small sum annually ; and, to avoid the incon- 
venience df sending that sum lotig distances, they 
may be allowedto make at any time a proper compo- 
'sition in lieu of it, us is done by the Fellows of the 
Scientific Sodeties in London. 

The Founders of a university are those' who give 
initaey OT tJther property for its use. L^ the rule be, 
that ^very parson, who within thfe first five years from 
the commencement of the ^university shall have given 
i^lOO for its use, shall have a vote, and an additional 
vote for every additional £100 ; and that the gift of 
other property may confer the same privileges accord- 
ing to its value to the university. Lastly, the 
Professors should be entitled, as members of the 
university, to attend its general meetings, and to 
speak and vote in them, since their services are mani* 
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festiy no less essential to its existence and prosperity^ 
thati those of Founders or of any other contributors. 

The Camitia,' or Convocation of the university 
will then consist : 

Fi¥st| of Founders, who shall have contributed 
within five years from the commencement of the 
uni«^er4ty to the amount of £100, and who shall have 
^fe tote for every £100 so given, but whose right 
bhali net be transferable by bequest or any other 
t^ethod; the gift of other property confaring the 
same powers in proportion to its value to the univer- 
lAty : 

Secondly, of Masters of Arts,* or Doctors, 
who have studied and graduated in the university, 
and who have paid the appointed annual contribution, 
t>r the composition in its stead : 

Thirdly^ of Professors. 

It is proposed, that these members of Convocation 
should meet at the close of every session ; and the best 
way of managing their affairs as a university seems 
to be that, which is practised by the learned Societies 
of London, namely, by the election of a Council from 
among themselves. 

The admission of Masters of Arts to the privilege 
of being members of Convocation, qualified to vote in 
the election of the Council of management, would be 
a very important feature a( the university* In recom- 
mendation of this plan it may be observed^ that such 
persons would probably belong to many of the first 
families in the surrounding country ; that their edu- 
cation, which is presumed to be the best that can be 
devised, would fit them to take part in directing the 
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affairs of a literary and scientific ^tabliskment ; that 
their knowledge of the circumstanQes and details of 
fheir own place of education would enable them to 
provide for its wants even better th^n for those of any 
i^milar institution ; that their attachment to it would 
be. productive of a warm and sincere eoncepi for its 
honour and prosperity; that their visits to it„ as 
members either of Council or of Convocation, yvould 
always tend to inspirit both students and professors; 
that their continued coni^exion i?i^ith it would induce 
them to send to it a fresh supply of pupils ; and that 
this constitution of the Comitia is to a considerable eXr 
tent practised in the two eidstingEnglish Universities.* 
The prospect of arriving at this station in the univer- 
sity.would also have a most powerful and happy effect 
upon the students during their passage through th§ 
prescribed course of academical employments. The 
degree of M. A. obtained in this university, would be 
one of the most splendid distinctions in the l^d ; 
andy accompanied as it would be, by real powers and 
very important privileges, it would be held out to the 
students by their teachers to (encourage and invigorate 
them through the whole of their juvenile labours. 

* There is reason to believe^ that many of the Continental 
Universities were originally constituted upon a similar plan. The 
university of Louvaine, which perhaps included a greater number 
of Colleges than any other in the worlds afibrds an example. The 
controlling power, ay we learn from the pleasant account <^ 
Justus Lipsius, a professor in this University, was. vested in a 
Sep ate, composed of all, who had taken the degree of Doctor in 
Theology, Law, or Mediciiie, with the chief of those who had 
taken the^egree of Master in the Liberal Arts. Lipsii Lovanium, 
Ui>» iii. ocfj). 3. . ' ; 
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The reader ihay object to th^ 'entrij^itig of such 
unportanfc powers to tboi^e who are yet so young. 
But, not to mention ihat/young as they are, they are 
eligible to the great Council of the nation and tb 
many important offices in church and state ; it is to be 
observed, thai they would not ^atten^ as members of 
Convocation, until five years aftei:' the commencement 
of the university ; that for many years alter wards their 
numbers, and still more the numbers of their votes, 
would be small compared with those of the fbunderi^ 
and that^ as their proportion increased from year to 
year» they would also go on increasing in age, e:q>eri* 
ebce, atid wisdom* Indeed, so far is liiis' objecticsi 
froto being vatid, that the plan seemsr to promise the 
singulat advantage of infusing continlially a £resh 
vigour, mto' the controlling body by the yeaiiy access 
fflon: of new members to supply the place of those 
who are prevented from acting by age, death, or other 
dauses.- 

The business of the Council will b6 to elect from 
among themselves a President, Secretary, Treaslirer, 
and other necessary officers ; to fill vacant professor- 
ships, unless where that right is reserved to' the 
representatives of founders, or in other ways restricted; 
to form the necessary regulations respecting th^ 
remuneration of professors; to displace them in 
case of misconduct or incompetency ; ^ to determine 
upon the establishment of new professorships, and 
upon any other extension (^ the plans, or any enlarge- 
ment of the buildings, of the university ; and, 
generally, to attend to the secure investment and 
useful application of its fuudsi The convocation 
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flight (o be allowed iiix)n all tbMe sulj^te %o Jieoiiti- 
mend or suggest soeaiiares to the Council^ but not to 
cuny tibem into effect. Thus the cdestitution of th^ 
body vnlll be sufficiently popular^ and opportiiiiities 
mil be presented for inquiry, for tile removal of :doubt8 
and iuapickms, and for tire prevention of abuses, 
tiiJ!tli0Qt the risk of isij^urkms measures beiiig adopted 
xiuiiiy and ignorantiiy. ^ 

If the <k>\mc^ be entrusted with surfi ample powers, 
it is of. iim gv^itest importancpf that it be phosc^ 
9i^eU* Perhaps tiiis may be best done by sending a suffi- 
cient time bdbre the; yearly meeting of ^onroeation^ 
to ea^h elector a Hit of .those, whojureefi^bie, with 
iiifo]»]iatioq r^speeting the jnei^d)idrs')6f the listing 
Ckmncil, and those who, though cfaoseii, have declined 
to act or oeased to be diembers of it. The dectoars 
»ay mark upon this list tiie fittest persons in tfaeu: 
judgment to form the new Council, and may return it 
before a certain day to the proper officer, who will 
collect the votes from all the lists. If a member so 
ekxtiBd declines acting, or omits to attend a certain 
number of oonseciitive meetings of the Gouncibafter 
neeiving the usual call without assigning any reason, 
oar tsdit^ any notice of his absence, i;iis place should 
be sillied by the individual who has the next num- 
ber of \^tes. In this manner, an elFective Goitncil 
may be appointed, and all parties and classes of men, 
who can have any claim to influence, will be represent- 
ed in proporticJu to their numbers and their services 
to the institution. 

The pri^ssors, though entitled to vote in the 
election of the Council, ought not to be eligible to it. 
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But^Ht^oerjqppoiatedby them/ftHd to be ba^eafter 
4eB€ribed« wall h^tea>r%ffScio a iiaeniber ^f the Oetatidtl, 
Mkd 'mil form the legukr cbaimel (^iGOliainuQietttion 
between the Couadl Aud the prefeslsers. 

We aaiiy fiow cenoeive, ^m tbe mippeidfioB. timt oiir 
um¥ik«ity hofibeetiferf^om^y^earseel^bUsb^, thetfii- 
aasiAted Boene of business^ hoaaur, and >eoQgrAtiilatioD, 
yfMob: will be ^chibited at tite cJose^of: every session. 
The most disti^gui^bed studmts are aScranged upoti 
tbe lists of honour by the Votes of tbmr 'dUkSS-^eUow99 
aadki ]^ro|^tidii to Cheir seVesal deserts: tbe piofes- 
sors meanwhile pn^ceed with; tbe pt^bHe examination 
of the candidates for degrees. The members of 
Convocation meet to elect the Council for the ensuing 
year ; they inquire into the progress and present con- 
dition of the various departments of the university ; 
and publicly express their sentiments upon its concerns. 
At the same time they renew those intercourses, 
which aflbrded delight to the most joyous season of 
life ; and tbey find among those, who have sucfeeded 
tb tib^r places, and who are looking f<»n^ard to tbe 
period of gay and careless relaxation, perhaps they 
^find among those, who s^e panting for distincticm, or 
on the eve of returning home crowned with the laurels- 
of genius, industry, and virtue, connexions and 
dependants, sons and brothers. After the convocation 
has concluded ite business, the professors confer the 
various distinctions of the university; first, any 
prizes, which may have been instituted for particular 
essays or other exercises ; secondly, medals, instru- 
ments, books, exhibitions, and scholarships, gained by 
eminence in the daily employments of the public 
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classes ; and thirdly^ degrees, concluding with those, 
which will entitle the possessors of them to attend as 
meiAhers of the next ensuing Convocation. If the 
assemblage of rank, patriotism, and wisdom, to witness 
the early dawn of mental greatness in the future 
hopes of the nation, require the addition of robes of 
office, of architectural magnificence, of soft and solemn 
music, let all these be added: but the generous 
^^m and the enlightened understanding will regard 
them as comparatively insignificant appendages to the . 
brilliant display of intellect, the glow of affectionate 
feeling, and the fervid visions of imagination. 



Sect. X. — Qffke of Rector; Gymnastic Exercises ; 
Polite AccrnnpUshments. 

Mention has just been made of an officer, who is 
to act as the medium of communication between the 
council and professors. Let him be called the Rec- 
TOE of the university, and be chosen by the professors 
every year , or, as in the Continental universities, 
every second year. His office will be 

First, to attend the meetings of the Council, with 
liberty to speak and vote on the same terms as the 
other members ; 

Secondly, to preside at meetings of the professors 
upon academical business ; 

Thirdly, to officiate in conferriug degrees, and 
other university honours ; 
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Fourthly^ to receive from the censors weekly 
accounts of the attendance of all public students in 
the several' dasses ;* "^ 

Fifthly, at the cOinmencement of every session, to 
enr^ the names of all public ^sl^dents; with the dates, 
of their birth, the places of thcdr usual preyious abode, 
and their par^tage or other sufficient designation, 
the names and description of the colleges or other 
houses, in 'which they rteide^f and the dasses of 
languages or philosophy, medicine or law, in which 
they int^d to rank ; 

Sixthly, to assist the several professors in making 
inquiries after, absentees ftom their classes, and in 
Gonisidering the cases of any students whose conduct, 
as members of those cl^usses, is objectionably. 

For the discharge of these and other duties, which 
will require no small sacrifice of time and labour, the 
rtector ought to be remunerated either by a salary from 
the university chest, or by small fees from the students. 
That he should take much u^n him as a disciplinarian 
is not to be expected; at least no precise rules for 
restraining expense or even immorality among the 
students s^ppear adviseable. Young men at a university 

* A spedmen of such accounts^ reduced to a tabular form^ may 
be seen in the Repcnrt of a Committee of the Overseers of Harvard 
College, Massachusetts, A.D. 1825, p. 23— 29- 

•^ '< Opposite to each student's name in the University Cata- 
logue, at Gottingen, stands not only the street, but the very house 
which he inhabits ; and, if he remove, it must be immediately 
notified to his academical superiors."— JR««je/r* Tour in Germany y 
v,i. p. 375. 

Such a form of matiiculation as that above described, should be 
required, before a man can aspire to any university honour. 
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must be alkmed^move liberty tfaibt boy^at M^b^L Ap- 
p]t>aehnig«oiie»* to tAan^ dfrtate, tl^'iiugftit to Yetm 
to govern themselves. The university m4»y best fswuw 
theii^ i^hel-etioGf to virtue Brndw^Hpoa b^ ptesciititig 
tilst "vairiety of us^l ^]td agreeable em^aymiitita; 
ibart field of geserons^ emulatioiiy ' and ^tbbse 6ptendid 
prospects of aeademk privil^efi^, amd^idistihttlioM^: 
which may appe^ most likely t(> counteract the ten^ 
(iencyto^ indolence and dissipatioii; Alhbajrood thin 
HitRSt chiefly rest with th€{ he&^&M ^ mlh^^ tffsi 
families^ in which the students rseitief m mih theii* 
paretrts^ gaardfofis, a^id private tutots; • ; * 

"It may, howe ver^ be worth wbtte to nottbe gyiino^i. 
tics as an antidote to baa0 avA vifi^viBipis^fimi^iaM 
and a proper olsgect of academiekl ^HDtfonage. Ckep^ 
ral iexfercises are certainly favourabfer to the h^aitk of 
the'raSrid'aiS well as of the body. Tiiey ave 'included 
in the'inirmmaKf of the means of attainihg topeor&et 
holiness, said to^ hav^ been deli\«ered to 1^ Awtiumfy 
and certainly most wort|iy of his adoption. i^^Aa 
angel eatne to him in the likeness qf a Permit, . or 
rather a hermit «pake io him like an atigfel, . and isiiaidy 
' Nunc paululum labi^ando manibus, nU^C' genibus 
flexis orando, deinde corpus reficiendo, post quiescendo, 
et rursus iterum operando, Antoni, sic'fac tu,.fet.sdvus 
eris.' " * Man >beiDg a compound of mind and body^j 

. * Jer* Taylor's, Dpctor Dubitantium, p. 218. 

To the authority of our hermit, we may add that of an excellent 
observer of life and Hianneos, and of the habits and dispositious of 
young men, in our own times: 

^' At the 3g^ of seventeen or eighteen they should be indulged, 
even for a mobal purpose, infiishing, shooting, hunting, tennis, 
cricket, and all other diversions consistent v^ith safety, good 
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botii capable of impEOireineiit) that education 'seema 
esseatkdljrdsfectiite^ wfaidi has not respeot to bo4di 
iti pfoportioflt to their impurtance and their capaeitjf 
of im^jotenmit. The Greeks and Itoin«uiiB attached 
t&e greatest vahie in the edueation of tisedr youth to 
tbe Ascipliiie of^ the gymnaaidin. The G^mang 
sMin to bold Ae same opinion. [Masters of Riding/ 
Fencing, Daxicing, and ali^ 0i Mmio ^nd Drawing, 
ai!e annexed to all the German univerifttkss.f fn tito 
Swedish omrersities of Lund, Abd, a»d Upsala^ theism* 
arts occupy a distinct class of pit^sofs, called 
Artium cklti&rum MagMiri4 In North America,' 

qonippfuiy,., bedtili, and economy. The propensities to viciousk 
pleasure are often at that age impetuous. Nothing tends more to 
divert their course, and lessen their' influence, than a keen love of 
iiftiocent sporttt, tokfi an ardent piirsnrit rf^^em contmned^even t6* 
IbHgcie." — I)ii.Knox^sLlkefkdiEiuc(kim^^c,Sl. ' 'I 

If lliese >UM9nratiQDS be, imU -founded, the . ehc<«xiigeindBi; ' 6t 
corpomL exercises amoi^ the students «£ a new nnitersit]^ msij. 
serve in a great measure as a substitute fpr the. Oxford Statu te^ 
De muris non scandendis. . 

f Professor Jahn of Berlin, and M. Carl X^'belker were grteatly 
distinguished among the teachers of gyntnastics. The latter hasf 
leoentljr published ^^ AFrmptchu of GiftAndsdc tlsD&rekiBs" audi 
has opened a g3rmnasium near the Regent's Park. See Oriental 
Herald for September, 1825, p. 442. 
• i Acerbi's Travels in Sweden, v. i. ch. viii. 

No ischdiff or philosopher iJhould pretend to despise these 
accompf^htnents after "the 6}llowing dedsion |^onoune6d hf Sir 
Wtt^fJones, Who Veis in the habit of resorling ft^o^ O^ord tl> 
London in the vacations, in order to a^cquire them i * 

^'As the mind ^« neither attend to instructicm nor receive 
relVeshment, unless the body enjoy at least ia moderate Shftre tfi 
health, those eacercis^ aro essentiall)^ necessary which tend to 
procure or preserve it, and which have theMouble advantagje of 
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the students of Harvard Univ^srrity' haVe r^ular- 
hours of study and of recreation:: gymnastic^ per-.? 
formanoes are authorised, and a miBtaiy corps ijsrkept^ 
up. in the higher classes, themembers of which become^ 
parftct in . the manual exercise. iCdkedbury) Collqge; 
in Mairyland, instituited by the: M^odists for ihe\ 
education of their youth, hasr provistons with thei 
same general view, which deserve, to; be. mentioned 
not saiipply on account of their singularity;. ** Th^, 
reereatji<ms of the . students," says Dr. Morse, "are 
gardepin^, walking, riding, and bathing, mthoui^ 
doors; and wkhin docrSi the carpenter's^ joiner's, 
cabinet-maker's, or turner's business. Suitable 
provision is made for these several occupations, which' 
are considered not as matters of drudgery and con- 
straint, but as pleasing, and healthful recreations, 
both for the body and the mind." The plan of 
Washington College, which was opened in 1824, 
at Hartford in Connecticut; includes the following 
important details :— ** It is intended,*' say the Trus- 
tees, "to give tx)*the course of education as much of 
a practical character as possible. The pupils will be 
made acquainted with the use of instruments, and 



strengthening the eoiis^itution hy promoting a free and regular 
drcnjation^ and of giving grace to. the body by forming it to easy 
and elegant mcttiqa^. Hence arises the gt^eat advantage of manly 
sports^ of.dapoing^ pf swimming, of managing the horse, andpf 
using every sort of weapon; to which must be added the habit of 
declaiming with an oratorical voice and gesture, an exercise by no 
means general, but perhaps more useful and more ornamental than 
any of the others.''^— P/a« of a Treatise upon Education, in Lord 
TeignmoutKs Life of Sir W, Jones, 
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will be exercised in the fields, in actual surveying, 
mensuration of heights and distances, levelling, &c. 
in taking astronomical observations, and in all the 
operations of the topographical engineer. These 
exercises, it is thought, will be conducive to health, 
while at the same time they will impart to the student 
a greater interest in the sciences by making him 
understand tjieir use and application. The pupils 
will also make frequent excursions with the Professors 
of Mineralogy and Botany. An agricultural esta- 
blishment will be connected with the institution, and 
the students will have an opportunity of becoming 
acquainted with this primary art of life, by a course 
of lectures, illustrated by the practical operations of 
fanning and gardening. Militaty exercises will also 
be embraced in the system, as a healthful occupation 
for some of the hoiffs usually devoted to recreation." 
Mr. Jefferson, in his plan of a college for Virginia, 
says, "through the whole of the collegiate course, 
at the hours of recreation, on certain days, all the 
students should be taught the manual exercise, 
military evolutions and manceuvres, and should be 
under a standing organization as a military corps, 
with proper officers to train and command them.'' 
Milton attaches great importance to the same object^ 
thinking that academical education ought to be 
'* equally good both for peace and war," and therefore 
proposing, that an hour and a half before dinner^ and 
about two hours before supper, should be allowed 
for recreation. ^ The exercise, which I commend 
first/* says he, *Vis the exact use of their weapon ; 
to guard and to strike safely with edge or point ; this 

d by Google 



Digitized b 



146 

will keep them healthy, nimble, strong, and ^weU in 
breath, is also the likeliest means to make them grow 
large and tall, and to inspire them with a gallant and 
fearless courage, which, being tempered with season- 
able lectures and precepts to them of true fortitude 
and patience, will turn into a native and heroic talouf, 
and make them hate the cowardice of doing wrong; 
They must be also practised in all the lockis and 
gripes of wrestKng, wherein Englishmen weare wont 
to excel, as need may often be in fight to tugge, to 
grapple, and to close/' He also proposes that they 
should acquire, both' on foot and on horseback, "^1 
the skifl of embatjtailing, marching, encamping, forti- 
fying, besieging, and battering/* ** The interim of 
convenient rest,'* says he, quite in the i^irit of 
poetry, « may both with profit and delight be taken 
up in recreating and composing their travailed spirits 
with solemn and divine harmonies of music heard or 
learnt; either while the* skilful Organist plies bis 
grave and fancied descant in lofty fugues, or th^ 
whole symphony with artful and unimfaginable 
touches adorn and grace the well-studied chords of 
some choice composer ; sometimes the lute j or soft 
organ stop, waiting on elegant voices, either to religi- 
ous, martial, ot civil ditties ; which, if wise men and 
prophets be not extremely out, have a great power 
over dispositions and manners, to smooth and make 
thera gentle from rustic harshness and distempered 
^ssions.** It is remarkable, that so religious a man ais 
Milton was, educated too at Cambridge, does tiot 
prescribe music to be used as a part of devotion, but 
to sooth and calm the spirits after bodily exertion, atid 
as a preparative and accompaniment to the social meal. 
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Sect. XI. — Of the Library. 

One of the most important parts of the eslahlishr 
ment of every university is its library. In the 
scheme, which is here delineated^ the attention paid 
to physics, mechanics, and natural history, will 
make it no less requisite to collect apparatus and 
specimens than hooks. 

No university in the world has a library so useful 
and 80 well conducted as Gottingen. It contains 
neaiiy 200,000 volumes. These have been qbosen, 
iK>t on account of thor splendour or rarity, but for 
the purposes of daily use among both professors and 
studestts. A great number of librarians are employ- 
ed in the management of it, and by their industry 
tfanse catalogues have been drawn out ; one alphabeti- 
cal; another^ in which the books are entered in the 
order of their introductiDU into the library; and the 
thud, a catalogue of subjects, consisting of referoices 
under every head to all the books m the Hbrary, 
whidi contain information on that head* The last 
catalogue consists of above 150 &Uo volumes^ and is 
the nesult of the combined and systematic labour of 
ammerous professors and librarians. The prospect 
of the use of this library not only induces young men 
disposed to reading and research to enter the imiver* 
sity as students, but is generally considered by the 
professors in Germany iss a gieat recommebdation of 
a Ckrttingen chair. Mr. Jobn Russdl, in his biie 
« TiMr in Germany."' obswres, ** The £1000 or 
£1S00, which Ciovemmeiit pays every year iii book- 
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seller's accounts, cannot be reckoned an additional 
expense. The professors themselves say, that without 
it, it would be necessary to lay out as much, if not 
more, in augmenting their salaries ; for, if they had 
to purchase their own books, they could not afford to 
labour on salaries, varying from £150 to £200. 
Meiners calculated, in the beginning of the present 
century, that the saving thus made on salaries was at 
least equal to the whole expense of the library/' 
The same remarks would apply to the purchase of 
philosophical apparatus and specimens of natiu*al 
history.. If the professors are obliged to buy those 
artides themselves, their salaries must be larger in 
proportion. . Since therefore this will be one of the 
most useful and necessary modes .of applying the 
funds of a new English university, let the Council 
determine each year what sum they can afford to 
devote to such purposes, and divide it into portions 
according to the number of the professors, authorizing 
each professor to expend the amount specified in adding 
to the museum, the philosophical apparatus, or the 
library. Thus every professor will aim at liiaking 
the collection as complete in his own department as 
the. funds will permit. To examine the accounts for 
articles thus purchased, should be the ofiSce of the 
Librarian and Keeper of the museum and apparatus 
in conjimction with the Rector. 

The magnificent University libraries at Oxford 
and Gainbridge are open only to those who rank as 
high as Masters of Arts. At Edinburgh and Glasgow, 
the libraries, which are very extensive and valuable, 
are accessible to all students; but a depoint of one or 
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two guineas is required as a security for the books taken 
out. A subscription from the students would be 
necessary, in the projected establishment, to defray: 
its current expenses ; and each man having paid his 
subscription, might be allowed to take out books in 
proportion to the amount of his deposit 
, At the present moment, the projectors of anew 
university have a singidarly favourable opportunity 
of promoting its welfare, and establishing itis celebrity. 
Abetter foundation for a university library cannot 
be imagined, than that which is now offered to the 
piiblic in the collection of the late Dr. Parr. His 
wishes were that it should be sold considerably imder 
its value, if secured from dispersion by being appro- 
priated to some public institution. It was collected 
by him at an unsparing expense of money, diUgence, 
and judgment, and with a view not to splendour, but 
to utility. In classical literature, it is unrivalled by 
any private collection. In metaphysics, in theologj^ 
and in the civil and ecclesiastical history of England, 
it is most complete. A new university could not 
better expend six or seven thousand pounds, than in 
the immediate purchase of a collection, which could 
Dot fail to draw learned men and industrious students 
from all parts, and would of itself give great lustre to 
arising seminary of education. 



Sect. XII. — Remuneration of the Prqfessors. 

With regard to the amount of the salaries of 
professors, all good political economists will recommend 
the greatest moderation,, "Salaries,'* observes Mr. 
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Craig,* ^' when the diief fund of makiteiiaiiGe to the 
IBofeflEMurs, in place of being merely premiums for abiH* 
ties, and msaks of public confidence, can hardly &il 
to rdkx exer tioD. He, £ar whom a suffident inoome ia 
provided by the public, wiD be disposed, partly front 
indolence, and partly from the irksomeness of year 
after year goiiig over the same course of inatttictions, 
to gain hiareTmrd as easily as he can. He will either 
trangforiD his office into a fflneeure, trusting to the 
press for reputation ; or, if the rules of the universit^^ 
and the i^stem of public superintendence,, diould pr&« 
vent this abuser be maybe expected to defiver feeble 
and unintonesting lectures, to which, as little instnie^ 
tion can be expected, few students will resort." The 
same opinions are maintained and illustrated at cosfi»« 
derahle length by Dr. Adam Smith, who was himsdf * 
a professor. The whole of the second Article in book v* 
chapter i. of his immortal work, is recommended to 
the attentive study of all, who are interested in the 
subject of academical edueatioit He i^ows the 
destmctive effects to the interests of knowledge of 
making the whole income of professors to depend 
upon salaries paid by the goveniment, or out of ap- 
proporiate endowments ; and the tendency of his obser* 
vations is to prove, that their income should entirely 
arise from fees. 

The arguments of these authors are abundantly 
confirmed by facts. The chief reason why the 
munificence of Sir Thomas Gresham has not done 
more for the objects which he had in view, and is 
laow entirely thrown away, is, that by his will he 

* Elements of Political Science, v. ii. p^350. , 
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^I^inted, that the seven professors in his college 
should not receive fees for admission to their lectures.**^ 
In the same spirit of mistaken generosit;^ , the virtu* 
^ft and philosophic Cowley advises, " that none (in 
Jiis college)^ though never so rich, shall pay any 
thing far their teaching ; and that, if any professor 
shall be convicted to have taken any mone$ in con* 
sideratkm of his pains in the school, he shall be 
^K:pelled with ignominy by the governors; but, if 
any persons of great estate and quality^ finding their 
sons mudi better proficients in learning here^ than 
lK>ys of the same age eommonly are at other schools, 
dxsil not think fit to receive an obligation of so ne» 
concernment without returning some marks of acknow- 
ledgment, they may, if they please, (for nothing is 
to be demanded,) bestow some little rarity or curiosity 
upon the society in recompense of their trouble/' f 
JBy the constitution of the German universities, the 
professors are forbidden to take fees for the lectures, 
which are considered as belonging to their chairs, 
and for the delivery of which they receive their salaries. 
I The consequence is, that they do not deliver them at 

all, or rather they employ a manoeuvre to claim the 
fees, without which they would bestow little or no 
! attention upon them. The change was effected in 

I ;the following manner at the time when John David 

I MichaeUs was a professor at Gottingen. Besides the 

lectures, which the professors engaged to give gratis, 
they adopted the ex^)edient of giving others for fees, 

* Ward's Life of Gresham. 

f Proposition fox tlie Advancement of ExperimentaLPhilosophy, 
p. 49, folio ed. 
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bestowing upon the latter all their pains and care* 
The conseouence was, that the public, or gratis 
lectures were neglected, and at length disappeared^ 
and what were called private took their place. 
•* These private lectures are in every respect, except 
that of expense, the old public lectures ; they are 
given in the same place, in the same way, on the same 
topics, but they must be paid for."* It has been 
often remarked^ that the celebrity of the University 
of Edinburgh, particularly as a medical school, is 
chiefly to be ascribed to the small amount of the 
salaries of the professors. ' ^ None of the professor-^ 
ships have ever been suffered to degenerate into 
sinecures, their emoluments depending chiefly on their 
reputation and success in teaching : their salaries 
are only from £50 to £lOO per annum ; and, with 
regard to the medical professors, many of these have 
nothing but the profits of their classes.'*f Oliver 
Goldsmith, in the course of his education, was a 
student successively at Dublin, Edinburgh, and Ley- 
den. He relates the following conversation with one 
of the most eminent of his continental instructors 
relative to the question before us. " Happening once, 
in conversation with Gaubius of Leyden, to mention 
the College of Edinburgh, he began by complaining, 
that all the English students, who formerly came to 
his University, now went entirely there ; and the 
fact surprised him more, as Leyden was now as well as 
ever furnished with masters excellent in their respec- 
tive professions. He concluded by asking, if the 

* Russell's Tour in Germany, v. i. p. 146. 
t Newtc's Tour in Scotland, 1791^ p. 348. 
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professors of Edinburgh were rich. I replied, that 
the salary of a professor there seldom amounted to 
more than thirty pounds a year. " Poor men !" says 
he ; "I heal^tily wish they were better provided for ; 
until they become rich, we can have no expectation 
of English students at Leyden."* 

But the desire of accumulating fees ought not to be 
considered as the only motive, which should animate 
a professor. In a university such' as that proposed, 
open to all, ^ and designed to confer, as exten^vely 
as possible, the benefits and the ornaments of liberal 
education, a professorship will be esteemed a most 
honourable office, to which men of talents will aspire 
from higher views than the love of money. ." The 
place of Astronomer Royal (at Greenwich) has a salary 
of 200/. a year. Queen Caroline offisred to Dr. HaUey, 
who was then Astronomer Royal, an augmentation of 
his salary ; but that philosopher, with the disinterest- 
edness of a true lover of science, declined accepting it, 
because, he said, while the salary was small, the place 
would never be an object to any but an astronomer; 
should it become more considerable, it would be sought 
after for the sake of emolument, and might be given 
away from political intrigue. He therefore requested 
of her Majesty to mark her zeal for science rather by 
improving the instruments of the observatory than by 
augmenting the salary of the astronomeE."f The 
same noble spirit ought to manifest itself in the 
teachers of our new academy. They ought to be 
chosen, and to be continued, because they manifest an 

* Present State of Polite Learning, chap. x« 
t Professor Playfair's Works, vol. i. p. Ixxx. 
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aptitude fer the o0ice» because they takeddi^t in 
ite duties, aiid because thej are willing to sacrifice part 
0f the wealth, which they tuight obtain in other 
^mpli^ymeaits^ for th^ sake of promoting the intellectual 
fmd mcHral improvement of the young. In fixing* 
therefore, the amount of fees for the public lectures 
of professors, the Council ought to be guided^ not 
merely by a desbre to make them equal in amount to 
what might be obtained by the same individuals in 
other employments : consulting the good of the public, 
and considering the motives with which a man ought 
to enter on a professorship, they should fis them 
not above what may be regarded as the market price. 
Perhaps five guineas should be the highest fee paid 
for any course of lectures, though extending through 
the whole session, and including a second hour for 
'exercises and examinatianSr Although this would 
j»ake university education cheaper than it now is in 
Britain^it would still be dearer than on the Continent; 
imd it ou^t to be remembered, that in England a 
dose monopoly has hitherto been preserved, whiclb 
Jbesides deteriorating the article, has raised it to a very 
excessive price. At the commencement of a new 
university, it would be necessary to ensure to the 
professors a certain amount per annum to obviate the 
orisk of failure, while their situation was yet of the 
nature of an experiment : but after a few years th^ 
ought to depend entirely on their fees« Without 
.any salary the office will present abundant allurements, 
not only in the pr(^ts which they will derive from 
other sources ; but in the very nature of so useful, 
honourable, and pleasant an employment ; and in the 
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pecaliar adva&teges of tbett situation as i»refimMra» 
entitling them to the use of the library and apparatus, 
giving them the privil^e of purehasing books and 
other articles at the expenise and for the benefit of the 
university, furnishing them wit^ leeture-rooms reut^ 
free, and draining students to their classes, even 
beyond the proportion of their merit as lectmrers, m 
consequence of the access to degrees and other public 
honours by attendance on them, and of the credit 
attached to their official capacity. 



Sect. XIII. — PrchcAle Number of Students in a 
New English University. 

It is desirable to form some juc^mfent respecting 
the probable number of students, who would avail 
themselves of the establishment of a new English 
university. The following data may conduce to this 
object. 

The numba: of young men, who every winteir 
MxssA. the medical schools of London, is supposed to 
be ftbottt 1000, but eannot be exactly ascertained. 
On the IsC of August 1&25, the Senatua Academicus 
of the University of Edinburgh conferred the degree 
of JOoetar in Medicine on 140 gentlemen, of whom 
49 were natives of England, 6 of Wales, and 7 of 
the Colonies : 42 were Irish, and nearly all the rest 
Scotch.* If England had contained a university, 
offering the advantages, which drew these men to 
Edinburgh, it may be reasonably inferred, that at 

* Edinburgh Medical and SticgiiMJ. Joamid, for Oc^ 18S5, 
p. 4Jld— 421. 

1.6 
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feast 60 out of the 140 would have preferred gradua* 
ting in England. But, besides Edinburgh, English 
physicians resort for medical study and for graduation 
to Glasgow, Aberdeen, and Dublin, and to the Con- 
tinent. Suppose we reckon their number to amount 
to 40 : it will follow, that a new English university, 
authorized to deliver the best instruction and to confer 
degrees in medicine, will confer the degree of Doctor 
in that faculty upon at least 100 persons annually. 
These graduates may be supposed to have attended 
the lectures of the medical professors during a period 
of at least three years. It may, therefore, be con- 
cluded, that 300, or more probably 400 students will 
attend the lectures every session with the view of 
qualifying themselves to practise as physicians. 

By the Acts of 55 George III. and 6 George IV. 
no one can practise as an apothecary in England or 
Wales, unless he has served an apprenticeship of at 
least five years in preparing himself for ^ that employ- 
ment, and has also attended at least six courses of 
lectures, besides the practice of some hospital, 
infirmary, or dispensary. After these preparatory 
studies, he submits to an examination at Apothecaries' 
Hall in London; and, if that examination proves 
satisfactory, he receives a certificate, authorizing him 
to establish himself in his employment. In the year 
ending the 1st August 1825, 365 persons received 
such certificates.* It is usual for those who become 
apothecaries, to obtain from the Royal College of 
Surgeons diplomas, which give them legal authority 

* See the List printed by the Wonshipful Society of Apothe- 
caries, A. D. 1825. The following year the number was 44j5. 
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to practise bs surgeons also. But a considerable 
number become surgeons by virtue of such diplomas 
without being qualified to practise as apothecaries. 
Their number cannot be precisely stated. At a very 
low estimate, they may be reckoned 35, making the 
entire number of surgeons and apothecaries, autho^ 
rized annually to commence practising in England 
and Wales, to. amount to 400. Of the six years, 
which they are in general required to devote to pre- 
paratory studies and employments, there can be little 
doubt, that, on an average, two would be spent in 
attending the lectures of a university furnishing the 
best advantages for study. Of this dass, therefore, 
we may reckon 800 ; and the entire number of 
medical students wiU be 1200 each session. 

The legal profession in all its branches is far more 
numerous than the medicaL But it is difficult to 
arrive at a computation of those who are preparii^ 
to practise respectively in the courts of Chancery, 
of Common law, and of Civil and Ecclesiastical law, 
either as advocates, or, in the lower walks of the 
profession, as solicitors, attornies, and proctors. The 
number of young naen entered at the Temple, 
Lincoln's Inn, and Gray's Inn, and studying the law 
in London at one time with a view to become either 
barristers, conveyancers, or special pleaders, is sup- 
posed to be between 600 and 700. From the present 
habits and ideas of English lawyers, ifr is very 
improbable, that they would encourage in their suc- 
ceissors the same propensity to receive oral and profes- 
sorial instruction, which is so decidedly conspicuous 
in our students of medicine. Notwithstanding, there- 
Digitized by LjOOQIC 
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fore, the vast nuinl)er8, who ntbeod lectures on lamr 
in many umversities, not more than SOO law gtmdemis 
cm be reasonably eacpeeted in a new English nniver^ 
dty. These, added to the supposed number of medical 
atudents, will make a total of 2000, The advantages, 
which London presents for medieal and legal study^ 
are so superior to those of any other place, fchai;^ 
although 2000 mich students might be confidently 
expected to attend the classes of a London university, 
constituted and pririleged in the maader vHasAk has 
be^i desenbed, yet perh^ one thawand vaeiSiQil 
and law slndents are as many as can be expected to 
resort to a i»milar estaUishment in any other place. 
The classes of Philosophy and Languages in the 
supposed university would be more vaiiously composed 
than those of Law and Medidne. Besides young 
<men preparing to pass on to. the latter classes, they 
wonM consist of others designed to become ministecs 
<ff religion in various iseda and dnnches ; of no 
inconsiderable number educated to be schoolmasters, 
or instructors of youth ; of a stiU greater proportion 
who would study cfaemirtry and natural philosophy 
with a view to the prosecution of many dii^ent 
manufactures; and of a great multitude, who would 
beoome merchants or agriculturists, (x would live 
upon thw private fortunes. Patriotism and^hilan* 
thiopy would indulge the wish, that young men 
designed for the army and the navy, and &r offiudal 
stations in every part of the British dominions, n^^t 
receive at least the elements of academical education 
in die same haUs with Okd rest of their youia^ 
countrymen : the aocomplishmrait of this object must 
of course depend upon the opinion and pleasure of 
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the Govenment and of ihe East India Directors. 
These various descriptions of students in t&e dasses 
of Languages and Philosophy would be in a jgrest 
measure derived from the denominati<ms, which disfieni 
from the Church of England, or are not indbded in 
it, and which, taken together, equal the number tsf 
members of the Church of England. In wealth, it is 
true, they fall collectively very far short of that church. 
But the expenses of education in the projected 
national institution would be in proportion to their 
ability ; and they would thus be enabled, as they are 
unquestionably disposed, to partake of the benefits of 
academical education as generally as the members of 
the Church of England. Now in universities such 
as those of Edinburgh and Glasgow, which give ^ood 
instruction in all the four faculties, and are open on 
moderate terms to all sects .without ^stinction^ the 
]^edical and law students are little more than 
a third part of the entire number of students : and it 
may without exaggeration be anticipated, that in an 
English university, similarly constituted, the classes 
of Languages and Philosophy would contain at least 
an equal number of students with those of Medicine 
and Law. They would indeed soon overflow, sup- 
posing the university ' to be established either in 
London, or in any populous and flourishing district 
either of the North or of the West of England* 
Upon the whole, it appears highly probable, that in 
any favourable situation the number of students will 
be nut less than from three to Jbtir thousand. From 
the same premises it follows, that, if their various 
fees be reckoned at 10/. per annum for each indivi- 
dual, the income arising perpetually from this source 
alone will be from thirtt/ to forty thousand pound^S^^ 
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. FroDi conridering liie situation and views of the 
various descriptions of students now enumerated, 
it is further manifest, that the supposed number of 
students may be calculated upon, although not one 
man he subtracted from the number of resident 
students either at Oxford or Cambridge. 



Sect.. XIV. — Edifices necessary or desirable for 
the Purposes of a University. Meaning and 
Origin of the word University. 

Upon the subject of buildings for a university, the 
ideas of the English diflfer/ widely from, those of the 
learned upon the Continent. , We derive our concep- 
tions of a university from the splendid establishments 
at Oxford and Cambridge ; and our imaginations 
are so occupied .^vdth the reverential delight, which 
they have rendered habitual, that we find it difficult 
to suppose the existence of a university without 
similar appendages, and are even prone to consider 
ancient halls and magnificent colleges, not as its 
accidents, but its very essence. Any alumnus of our 
sister Universities would naturally share in the feel- 
ings expressed by Mr. Jacob on visiting that of Jena, 
one of the most famous in all Germany : ** If,** says 
he, " the vicinity pleased me much, I was no less 
disgusted with the appearance of Jena itself. I cer- 
tainly had anticipated something approaching to Oxford 
and Cambridge. There are, however, no gothic, or any 
other halls. The professors deliver their lectures at 
their own houses, or rather lodgings, where the youths 
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msy, or may not attend them, as they please. The 
students live wherever they can hire an apartment. — 
A single room, neither large, ancient, nor handsome, 
in which the professors sometimes meet on public 
business, is the only thing that can be called the 
UniverdtyJ^* Cowley appears to have had his 
imagination occupied with the impressions derived 
from the unequalled grandeur of Trinity Ck)llege at 
Cambridge, when he moulded into form his '^ Propo« 
sition for the Advancement of Experimental Philoso- 
phy." Although the College, which he projected, 
would have been *< within such bounds of expense 
as have often been exceeded by the buildings of 
private citizens,'' yet he concludes with saying, *Uhat 
it may seem hopeless to raise such a sum out of 
those few dead, reliques of humane charity and pub- 
lic generosity, which are yet remaining in the 
world:'' and his friend, Bishop Sprat, observes^! 
that ** his plan was not perhaps practicable, because 
he consulted the generosity of his own mind rather 
than other men's, requiring it to be endowed with too 
large a revenue/' In the new Institution, designed 
to answer the purposes of a university in London, it 
was first proposed by Mr. Campbell, that £150,Q00 
should be expended in a building,]: and double that 
sum has since been mentioned as necessary. But these 
terms are cheapcompared With those pfomulged in 1814 
by Charles Kelsall, Esq. in his quarto volume, taste- 
ful, elegant, erudite, and splendid, and bearing a most 

* View of the Agriculture, Manufactures, Statistics, &c of 
Germany, by Wm. Jacob, Esq. F. It S. 1820, p. 344, 
f .ttist. of Royal Society, part ii. 

J Nfw Monthly Magpzine for April, 1825. Digitized by Google 
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ftpprq>riate' titki ^ fhantami of a Unipenniy:" 
The congregated edifices of his own Ahna Matet* 
would fkll fhr beneath the magniflcence of his 
" Nurse of Universal Science/' ** The lowest esti* 
Inate of the university, with the opposition of a 
^arry of free-stone being at hand," amounts to 
JE5,000,000.t It is to ''exhibit seven quadrangles^ 
s6mewhat larger in area than Lincoln's Inn Fields."'! 
The seven altogetherure to form a square, ^ach side 
being 3000 feet long. The various parts of the edifice 
are displayed in 109 magnificent elevations, present- 
ing all the most eligible varieties of Grecian, Boman^ 
Saxon, Gothic, and Italian Architecture; and finally, 
he says, ''the reader may conclude how little more 
than a sketch has been laid b#fore him, when he is 
informed, that the sum of £12,000 would scarcely 
place my university on copper in a way satisfiietory 
to myself. Had engraving in our metropolis been as 
cheap as at Paris, all the alti and bassi relievi should 
have been executed together with at least a dozen 
more elevations." 

Such splendid visions as these, however^ and sudi 
erronec^s coneepti<ms of the nature of a university^ 
are not the necessary and uniform result of an 
education at Cambridge. One of its historian^ 
iR>rmerly quoted, has given a more correct idea 
of its essence in the following spirited paraphrase 
of some well-known lines by Sir William Jones* 
"What is a state? Not brick, and stone^ and 
mortar; not triumphal arches, nor mausoleums, that 
wbidd cheat the grave; not written constitutions, 
ancient privileges, nor^rights upon charters ; but 

* Camteidge. +5, 171. Digi-dby J^Ogj^ 
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^ iQen, bigb-mimdefl men.' And what are univeT^ies? 
Not senate-houses^ libraries, and schools ; not gardeai 
and groves ; museums and ehapds ; nor yet monastic 
dreams, clerical impostures, temporary disputes, and 
antiquated statutes ; but students, sdiolars, social 
and rati(mal bein^." * To the same effect is the 
ibUowing definition of a university in the Encycb* 
|iedia Britamiica* ** UKiTEnsiTY is the name of a 
Corparation, formed for the education of youth in the 
Kberal arts and sciences^ and authorized ta admit 
sndi as hate studied in it to certain degrees in dif- 
ferent faculties, which not only serve as certificates of 
;«-oficiency in science, but also cmifer on those who 
obtaHi them considerable privileges within the uni. 
versrty, as well as some rank in the state without it. 
Universities generally comprehend within them one 
or more coQeges. But l3iis is not always the case ; 
Ibr the University of St. Andrew's was in being 
befi>re either dF it& colleges was (bunded, and it would 
eontmue in bdng with all its privileges, though both 
its cdleges were levelled with the dust/* By parity 
of reason, any other university, as that of Oxford^ 
fer exam]^e, would continue as long as its charter of 
incorporation remained in force, although the city of 
Oxford, with every building belonging to it, were 
annihilated. The University of Glai%ow was long 
in this very predicament. It not only had no builds 
ings, but no fixed property of any kind. The CW 
gregatia Unwersiiatis, or General Annual Meeting 
of its members, was always held in the cathedral. 
The lectures were read, and the meetings of the 
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doctors aiid masters took place in {he ConTent'of the 
D(miinicans. ; Certain fees were paid at incorporation 
and on taking d^ees^ and these perquisites, being 
put into a university purse, were employed afteir 
some years to purchase caps of ceremony. Small 
annuities were bequeathed by some of the first mem- 
bers of the University, which were paid to two or three 
masters of arts, to pierform certain masses for the 
souls of the founders and their friends. " This pa- 
tronage and this purse,' as far as appears, were all the 
property, which the University ever possessed.*'* Tfhe 
University of Paris, which far surpassed that of 
Glasgow in importance and renown, as well as in 
antiquity, was almost equally poor. The only estate 
attached to it, during many ages, was a meadow, 
from which it did not even attempt to derive^ a 
revenue, but appropriated it 1x) the purposes of re- 
creiation for the students, aiid regretted to be at 
length obliged to dispose of it for building.f Mr. 
George Dyer, adverting to this account of Paris, 
remarks, I that the English Universities axe less 
liberal m proportion as they are more wealthy. 
If this is a necessary consequence, the opulence of 
universities is above all things to be dejNrecated. 

There is another error respecting the sense of the 
word Univeksity, which has prevailed not iii Eng^ 
land only, but in other countries. It may be traced 
to the celebrated physician and benefactor of the 
University of Cambridge, Dr. Caiiis, who asserts, that 

* See the above mentioned account of the University of Glas- 
gow, transmitted to Sir J. Siaclair^ by Professor Jardine^ in the 
name of the Principal and Professors^ jp. 13. 

t Crevier Histoire de TUniversite de Paris^ torn. vii. p. 152. 

X Privileges of the University of Cambridge, vol. ii. p. 149. 
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universities, are so called, because they Comprise the 
knowledge and profession of aU the adences, " uni*- 
versarum adentiarum cognitionem et professionemr^ 
Sir George Buc, alluding probably to this opinion of 
Caius, says o£ the name in question, ^* It hath been 
lately given and appropriated to .general schools of 
learning for and in respect of the Universalitie of 
Arts, Sciences, and Faculties, professed, taught, and 
studied in them." f M osheim asserts, that the 
Academy of Paris " was the first learned society 
which extended the sphere of education, received all 
the sciences into its bosom, and appointed masters for 
every branch of erudition f and that " it was hence 
distinguished, before any other academy, writh the 
title of a University, to denote its embracing tJie 
whole circle of sciencer X Tiraboschi adopts the 
same etymology, " In tal maniera TUniversitd di 
Bologna, che ben possiamo con tal nomeappellarla, 
poiche di quasi iutte le science eranviprofessori^' kc^ 
Among ourselves, Kelsall ' and Campbell employ 
similar language. ^ "A University," says the latter, 
;* means, both in common parlance and in the dic- 
tionary, not a place for getting degrees, but for 
getting instruction as universally b& possible," || But 
what say the lawyers ? Jacob's Law Dictionary de- 
fines University to be the Civil Law term for a 
Corporation. Blackstone states, that in the Civil 

* De Antiquitate Cantab. Academve, Lon. 1574, p. 40. 

t The Third- Universitie of £ng)^nd, published at the end of 
Stow's Annals, continued by Howes. 

J Ecclesiastical History, Cent. xiii. vol. iii. p. 152, of Ma«- 
laine's translation. 
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Law, Corporations ^ were called tlnmfer^Uatet^ as 
frnning one \^hole out of many individuals." ^ It is 
evident, therefore, that societies of teachers and 
learners, such as those at Oxford, JSdtnburgh, and 
other places, are called universities, because tbeg 
are Corporcitions. Accordingly, in the roost ancient 
deed, which has been preserved, executed by the 
University of Paris,f the following expression occurs ; 
•* JViSj the University of the Masters and Scholars 
qf Paris :** and in the earliest authentic charter, 
relating to Cambridge, that of '^ Henry III., we find 
the phrase Clericus aliquis de Universitate scho^ 
larium Cantahrigiie studentium, *' Any derk from 
among the University of scholars studying at Cam* 

bridge.*^ t ' \ 

To the former of the two contending etymologies 
it may be further objected, that the assumption, on 
which it is founded, is inconsistent with fact. Mid* 
dendorp, who was Vice-Chancellor of the University 
of Cobgne in the 16th century, and the earliest 
systematical writer on this branch df literary history, 
justly observes, that universities were not so called, 
*' because all liberal arts were taught in them, since 
mapy were erected for the pursuit only of certain 
studies ;^§ and he illustrates this circumstance by a 

* Commentaries, vol. i. ch. 18, p. 4^. Blackstone also deter« 
mines that the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge are not 
ecclesiastical but lay corporations. 

t A. D. 1221. See Cr&ner, Hist. De tUntv. de Paris, tom. i. 
p. 325, where it is remarked that Universitas might perhaps be 
better translated Company. See also tom. ii. p. 192, note. 

X Dyer's Privileges of Cambridge, vol. i. p. 384. 

§ Academiarum Universi Orbis libri viii, . auctore Jaw Mid* 

Pndornio, 1. i. p. 2. ^ ^ ^i*^^,^ ^^ V^OOgie 
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Mrrey of the {existing universities of Eimip^. Thfe 
language employed about the same tinie by Lord 
BaifiQU, is yet more remarkable. Near the beginhing 
d£ the second book of his great work De Augmenth 
fS^entidrum, he thus speaks : '* Primum igitur, inter 
tot totius Europae Collegia prsedarissime fundata^ 
omnia ilia certis professionibus destinata esse demiror^ 
kuilm Uberis atque universalibns a/rtium et scien- 
tiarum studiis dedieata.^^ In illustration of these 
general assertions a few examples may be brought 
forward. By the ar^nal charter of the University 
of Caen, published in DucarePs Anglo-Normau An<- 
tiquities^ it was instituted solely for the study of 
Civil and Canon Law. It may abate the alarm^ 
M4iich has been recently expressed by some persons 
in this country, to inf(xrm them, that the study of 
Theology was entirely prohibited both at Caen, and 
in various other universities, by their ^original con- 
stitution, and by the authority of popes and princes. 
The fact is, that Theolcq^'^ was considered as the 
peculiar province of the University Df Paris ; and we 
€nd, that, notwithstanding Mosheim's assertion re- 
specting it, the study of both Law and Medicine at 
Paris was at one time fbrbidden> in order that the 
members of that University might devote themselves 
exclusively to theological pursuits.* On the other 
hand, the study of Theology was prohibited in some 
Universities of later erection, lest they should ob- 
struct the success of that at Paris. The University 
of Montpeiier may be cited as an example. The bull 
of Nicholas IV. given in 1289, authorizes it to 
-confer the degrees of Master and Doctor in Civil and 

* Crevier, Hist. de'rUniv. de Paris torn. i. p §11^; fi^-^S^^ 
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Caxion Law, in Medicine, and in Arts^ but not in 
Theology.* 

. Perhaps, the most satis&ctory account of the origin 
und proper meaning of the term University, is that 
which has been furnished by Professor Jardine and 
his colleagues at Glasgow in the following words : 
•* The plan, upon which universities were incorporated 
by the popes, was very like to that of incorporated 
towns and boroughs, and perhaps was borrowed from 
it. The university corresponds to the whole incor- 
poration of the borough : the different faculties to 
the different companies of the trades ipr crafts, into 
which the borough is divided. A company is a 
smaller incorporation, subordinate to that , of the 
borough; has the power of choosing its o\vn head, or 
deacon ; and an authority over those who are in the 
course of being trailed to the same craft. The com- 
panies in the incorporated towns were anciently called 
Collegia, or Colleges ; and the whole incorporation, 
comprehending all the coinpanies, was called the 
Universitds of that town. These names were, by' 
analogy, appli^ to corporations of the learned pro- 
fessions, and at last appropriated to them/* f 

These considerations may restrain the impetuosity 
of the founders of a hew English University to ex- 
l^ehd their money in a magnificent edifice, as the 

* See Crevier, torn, ii. p. 121, where we are informed, that the 
study of Theology was for the same reason interdicted at Lisbon. 
Martin V. by his bull granted in 1425, for erecting the University 
of Louvaine, authorizes it to give instructions and confer degrees 
in all the arts and faculties, with the exception only of Theology ; 
four years afterwards Eugenius IV. granted the power of teaching 
Theology also. Lipsii Lovaniwn, lib. iii. c. 1. 

t Sinclwr's Stat, Account of Scotland, vol xxitpl^DOgle 
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first euential requisite to its exieteneer and its proS" 
periiy. The use of temporary buildings, hired for 
the purpose, will allow time for maturing its plans. 
As soon as its arrangements have been brought into a 
definite shape, after it has obtained '< a local habita-- 
tion and a name/' the ^erection of some buildings will 
be Jiighly expedient. In planning th(^n, taste should 
go shand in hand with science and economy. But, above 
eviry thing, let them be as dubable as possible, that 
thf associations of their yoimg occupants may never 
be violated by their disuse or decay,, and that future 
generations may learn to visit them with the deep 
reverential delight and the sacred and ardent admira- 
tion, derived from early and historical recollections. 

The first building requisite is a hall, capable of 
accommodating from three to four thousand persons, 
to be used for public examinations, and for the annual 
meetings of convocation. This would serve also> 
until the funds permitted a further expenditure, as a 
lecture^room for some of the most numerous classes ; 
and it would hold the library, the apparatus, and 
the museum. Lecture-rooms for the professors of 
languages and philosophy should next be built ; 
and perhaps, after these, a sum of money might be 
most usefully laid out in apartments destined to ac- 
commodate at their option those students, who were 
placed high in the scale of merit. Houses for the 
professors, with other buildings, might be added from 
time to time, at the determination of the council, 
guided by a regard to circumstances.* For "the 

^ * Possevinus, in his account of the Univiersity of Sakmanca, 
which he proposes as a model -^for others/ (Bibliotheca Selecta, 
lib. i. cap. ix. p. 46.) mentions that a tenth part of its revenues 
was applied to the support of an infirmary for the ^dents; 
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feeoritag 4^ s, pix^er site, which might to he urf^ 
healthftil, «id pleasant^ and sliffioiaitly ektensive to 
admit of future enlargraaents ; £oi the section of 
hoildingSt and the purchase of books and apparatus ; 
&r the payment of the professora and other offic^^ 
and for various general purposes, it appears necessarjr, 
that the founders should conttibiite prc^erty to 
the amount of not less than thirty thousand pounds^. 
If the generosity of the friends of knowledge and 
national improvement should extend further, there 
3ndll he ample room for the useful employment of 
their greatest munificence. It should be a funda- 
mental rule, that, if ev^ the university shall be di»* 
solved, its pro(perty shall be divided among the 
donors, (nt their rej^esentatives, in pi^portion to 
their original contributions. Indeed, % law^ the lands 
and tmements of a university, as of -every other cor- 
poration, revert, in case of its dissolution, to the 
d^ors or their heirs.^ 



Skct. XIV. — Is a retired or apopulotis Situation 
preferable Jbr a University? 
The last subject, which seems to require discus- 
sion as a matter of primary importance, is the ques- 
tion, whether it is better to establish a university in 

** Nosododiium^ in quo pstupeiBS omnes scholarum atudiosi^ cum 
nioFbo tentati sunt^ curantur egregie." Mr. Mitchell informs us 
{Tour through Belgium^ heiter V.) that in the Colleges or Lyceeis 
of Belgium and France^ an infirmary for the pupils is commonly a 
part of the estahlishment. The funds of a new English University 
might probably> in the course of time^ be apfdied with gn^t ad- 
vantage to a similar institution. 

• Blaokslone's Commentaries, vol. I oh. 18. p. 484 ^^^d vdi. ii. 

eh. 15 a 25^. ^ Digitized by L:.OOgTe. 
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a l^ge town or in a rural retirement. In general, 
the noise, the confusion, the luxury and dissipation 
of cities, have been considered by the friends of in- 
struction as prohibitions from entering their pre- 
cincts: the Muses have been thought to flee for 
refuge to groves and green pastures, and quiet vil- 
lages. On the other hand, experience has shown, 
diat literary indolence, and even gross profligacy, will 
infest places, presumed to be devoted to study and 
sacred to science. Many considerations tend to prove^ 
that, other drcumstan^s remaining the same, the 
larger the town, and the more populous the district, 
in whidi a university is established, the more likely 
is it to become flourishing and useful. 

1. In the first place, there is an obvious advantage 
to all within its vicinity, who are disposed to pay due 
attention to academical studies without changing 
their abode. To many, a change of residence must 
be desirable : young persons, whose domestic circum- 
stances are unfavoiuable to study, and who therefore 
go to some distance, and become inhabitants of a 
strange country, for the sake of education, will be 
reminded, perhaps, of their proper duties by every 
object and scene around them. Those, on the con- 
trary, who have quiet and peaceM homes, and are 
not liable to frequent and imperious interruptions, 
will, by attending on lectures and exerdses in their 
own town, be relieved from considerable risks to their 
health and their morals, and from heavy expenses in 
board, lodging, and travelling. No better oppor- 
tunity of trying the local influence of a university 
can be supposed, than that which exists in Glasgow ; 
a city, which, when compared with the other great 
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tDwas thfougliout JMitaiQ^ appears infeKwr only to 
the mettoii^ in popuUtioD, m the exttbt and 
vttiety of its trading and manufii^umg isdustiy^ 
and in the exertion ci talents of e^^ kind by its 
inhabitants. The eonise of instrafrtion in its collie 
. is propoiticmally various and extrusive. No BritLah 
university presents so many motives to emulation, 
aiid suidi a divatsified ea^ercise and dii^ay of inteUeet 
At tiie »d of every session prizes are awarded to 
almost every kind oi :^^dmsf and merit, wMeh 
b^ng to British students. At a late, distribution^ 
as may be seen in the Glasga^w Merald of April 30, 
1835, S30 prices were awaided. No less than 70 of 
these were allotted to young men residing in .Glas- 
ed, besides a ccmsideraUe numhnr obtained by stu- 
dents from towns and villages in its vicinity. This 
example clearly proves, that a v^ large proportioa 
of the youth of a populous city will be disposed to 
profit by a university estaUished near their homes, 
iipen to ;thrai on moderate termiv and free from the 
dittbinotions of party. Wben, afttt the nsenwrable 
^ttftish war, )the. States General of HoUand gave, to 
the inhabitants ef Leyiden, as a reward fox their 
i)eroie!bravery^ the option between an exenqntion from 
twees rand a xttiversity^ they wisely ohose ' the latter. 
HeUand luus now Ihree edehrated UniveiBities^* open 
to all soots wil^Ciut dMtinotion. Why. should mk 

* Leyd«n/ U^trecht^ mid Gromngen. Of the state of these 
immnMeSy an account is 'giTen in Mitchell's. Tmur tbrmigii 
Belgium^ Holland, &c. A. D. 1816. ThU.author haa furnished , 
(at p. 245 — 250) a copy of the ample Series Lectiommh or Cata- 
logue of the Courses of Lectures in the several Faculties about to 
be delivered at Utrecht in the session of 1816— ^181 7r ft comprises 
hefcweenliD and 70 courses of kctuxes. 
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Yorkshire and Laneashire* which eljual HoUand in 
wealth, population, and extent ; why ^ould not these* 
and the adjoining counties, have the benefit of at 
least one university, planted in the midst of them, 
and accessible upon as easy conditions as possible to 
all their inhabitants ? 

3. In the second place, many of the implements of 
study and of teaching are to be obtained only in very 
populous places. Wolff urged as a reason for esta- 
blishing a university in Berlin, rather than in any 
other part of Prussia, not only the presence of many 
iUustrious scholars and philosophers upon the spot, 
but the libraries, the museums, and the botanic 
garden, which in any other place could^ only be proj 
cured after a long time, and by an enormous expen- 
diture. His arguments prevailed; and ^^the Uni- 
versity of Berlin, though only founded in 1810, is, 
after Gottingen, the most flourishing and reputable 
in Grermany/' * Besides such establishments as those 
at Berlin, every instructor in the physical sciences 
requires the frequent aid of different classes of trades^ 
men, who are never collected together except in large 
towns. How can a diligent and attentive professor 
undertake to explain the details of chemistry and 
mechanics, for Sample, and to give any variety to 
his experiments and illustrations, widiout either 
making his apparatus for himself, or maintaining 
artificers for the purpose, or employing thbse who 
live in his neighbourhood ? 

To the more advanced Students in any of the 
three professions of medicine, law, and divinity, large 
towns present the most decided advantages. The 

♦ Russell's T6ur in Germany, vol. il p. 8S* jOOgle 
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bpp()rtumfiet of seeing the Taik)M Ibftiis of dkeft#e 
4r& so necessary to medkal students^ tbckt no ttfiiter- 
(sities, ^ceept those in very pc^lous fktt^ such m 
I>abfin, Edinbnrgh, and GUsgow, pretetid to glre 
adequate instructions in the healing art. The same 
observation applies to the study of law. In Scotland 
the juridical faculty flourishes prmcipally at Edin- 
fmrgh, because the sni^emid legal ttibunals are held 
there. At Oxferd the scholars of every diss and 
eondStion are restricted by severe penalties from 
being present, except fer special cadses approved by 
the Vice-Ghaticellor, at the sesaions or assises.^ It 
Is difficult to conceive svfficient founds fer the 
^ppsition of such restraints upon the reasonal^ 
curiosity of young me^, who have probably no other 
opportunity of witnesang the processes of executive 
justice, and whose acadenftieal employments are so 
r^vdated as to prevent that curiosity from becoming 
prurient, idle, or impertinent. In any of our assisse 
towns, and most of all in^ the most populous, the 
courts may teach better than any other method <^ 
nstruetioii thnee things, which ought to be leaimt by 
all young men in the usual circumstances of students 
at It liniversity ; first, the ready exercise of talent, 
eloiquenee, and acuteness ; secondly, the knowledge of 
human nature ; and thirdly, reverence for the laws 
land institutions of the country. In educating stu- 
dents pf theology, one of the principal objects is to 
make them useful preachers. This talent cannot be 
acquired by attending lectures, or even by hearing 
discourses in the best manner of select university 
preachers. They must obtain it by forming apart 

• Exeei^tE % Coipore St«t. tFniv. dxon. tftPl^l^^^^Sl^ 
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ef mixed tiuditories^ and by listening to the ^lei^ 
men and pastors of all denominations, wfaa a«e tbi 
most distinguished by their learning, their eloquenoe; 
and th^ industry, and who ean seldom be heard kk 
tiieir proper character, as ministers of religion, except 
in large towns. 

S. Thirdly, the hu^est towns affi)rd the greatest 
&dlities for boarding and lodging all who repair to 
a university from a distance. Whether is it easier 
to provide these aecommodations for a hundred, a 
thousand, or any other number of persons, by buiMing 
m a solitary place, and bringing fiimilies to it expressly 
for the purpose, or by going to a place where houses 
are sJready built, and families already collected? 
The latter is the method pursued in Edinburgh and 
Glasgow, wliere every student goes as to a well^stocked 
market, and makes his ehoice of such accominodationil 
as his views and circumstances render most desirable 
for 1^. He may either board and lo%e with k 
professor fbr £500 a year, or ^th a poor widow ^i 
£50. The parents and guardians of youth may 
engage the services of clergymen, of private tutcns^ or 
of other superintendants, to bestow whatever c^e eadi 
individual may require on account of his peculiai* 
habits and dispositions, his abilities and attainments, 
his prospects in life, or his means of subsistence. 
The English Universities, with a view to the promo- 
tion of learning and the preservation of good morals,- 
have their statutes, Ne qnis in domihus privatis 
^»etiiet out ho^pHetur.^ If the fitness of such sta^ 

* At Cftiiibndge> on account of the orerAoiinng numbers in some 
CoJle^, fresh-men are in many cases obliged to steep in private 
k<maes> which are licensed for the puipose by the University and 
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tutesto aiiccoinplicih the proposed objects were admit* 
ted, a law, expedient where wealth and time have 
brought together every accommoda^on, which colleges 
can furnish, may not be advisable or even practicable 
in commencing a new Institution. To require, that 
a palace, a town, or even a hamlet, should be built, 
solely to give coUegiate residences to the studepts 
and professors of a new university, would be almost 
the same thing as to forbid its estajblishment. In the 
course of years, it may be expect^ that the increase 
of the imiversity funds, or the generosity of indivi^ 
duals, may lead to the erection of edifices, which will be 
very usefid as dwellings, both for the professors, and 
for those industrious and deserving students, whose 
circumstances render such aid desirable. It is also 
probable, that different religious denominations and 
bodies of men * will establish colleges, the directors 
of which will of course be at liberty to enact their own 
statutes, to engage in their own forms of worship, to 
enforce their own methods of discipline, to distinguish 
themselves and their students by academical habits, 
to provide apartments in common, and to eat at one 
table, enjoying at the same time all the advantages 
and privileges of the university in subjection to its 
rules. But let it never be supposed, that these 
inestimable privileges and advantages should be with- 

are compelled to observe certain xules and restrictions. At Oxford 
not e^i^n this is permitted. 

'* In the continental universities, colleges have often been 
erected for different ncUions, as well as for different rdigious par« 
ties or scientific bodies. Hence we read of the Scotch College at 
Palis, and of the Irish College at Salamanca. The Irishj the 
Dutch, the Savoyards, ^nd other nations, had their separate 
QoUeges at Louvaine ; and the Germans and Spaniards at Bologna. 
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hield from a sin^ individual en account of auch 
peculiarities ; that arUtracy modes of dress, or eatings 
0^ sleejwgt. or eveu any distinctions of worship or of 
faitj), shouM he made the indispensable preUmdnaFies 
to the attainment of knowledge and the cultivattiom 
of taste, virtue,, and humanity ^ Whexo cheapness is 
tibie only object, youi^ men cannojb do better th^) 
dine aa^d sup, as in college-halls and in hospital, at 
one long table : but, where the amiable affections are 
to be exercised, and the manners of gentlemen to 
be acquired, the habits of domestic life are preferable* 
Without censuring, therefcMce, the custom at Oxford 
and Cambridge, where the societies, subordinate to 
the Umversities, are of the nature of charitable foun- 
dations, we may^recommend an English parlour as a 
fitter place to acquire kind feelings and virtuous 
manners than a Gothic refectory, and a family ai^ a 
better residence for every student, who can afford 
it, than a college.*" 

* The unportance of the foUowing remarks, which are the re- 
sult of abundant experience, wiU justify the length of the quqjtation. 

" The University of Glasgow was aodently poaaessedof a. juris? 
diction similar to that of the other universities of £uropei and 
exercised a similar disc^Une and authority over its members, 
A great part of the students were accommodated with lodgings in 
the college^ and dined at a common table* under the inspection of 
their teachers* — Deviations from the ancient usage were intro- 
duced from the experience of many inconveniencesr attending it. 
The common table^ by coUecting a multitude of students so fre- 
quently together, afforded encouragement and temptation to idle- 
ness and dissipation ; and^ though the masters sat at table along 
with the students, yet few advantages of conversation could be 
attained. Contrivances were fallen upon to remedy that defect^ 
by appointing one of the students (generaUy a bursar or servitor) to 
read a portion of serif ture, or of some ujseftil book, while the r^st of 
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4. The last, though not the least important circum* 
stance, which renders a large town the fit place for a 
university, is, that it is far more favourable to the 
preservation of good order and propriety of behaviour 
among the students. This is proved by the whole 
history of academical education. Wherever the stu- 
deAts form a sufficiently large part of the population 
to become important to their neighbours, they assume 
the airs of men of consequence, anil are imperious and 
disorderly. Hence they treat with contempt, and 
often with the petulance and injustice which contempt 
is apt to produce, the tradesmen and other inhabitants, 

the students were at table. But this practice^ it is obvious, in such . 
circumstances, was more likely tobiing ridicule upon the subjects, 
or at least to occasion indifference or contempt, than to be productive 
of improvement. Besides, from a general alteration in the habits 
and manners of the people, the academical rules, in these matters, 
were found troublesome both to the teachers and the students. 
Hence, attendance at the common table became a kind of drudgery 
to the masters, from which they endeavoured to escape, or to which 
they Submitted in their turns with reluctance; while the students 
procured dispensations, or permissions to have their commons in 
their apartments. This latter was found to be a source of 
expense and dissipation, not more unfriendly to literature than to 
morals. The common table, it is said, became a source of mis- 
management and imposition, which could not easily be remedied. 
** The change in the mode of living has been attended with 
much comfort and satisfaction to all the members of the university, 
by superseding many strict regulations, and of course rigorous 
penalties, which, in the former situation, had been thought neces- 
sary ; neither has it produced any bad effect upon the manners and 
behaviour of the students. When teachers are attentive jo per- 
iform their duty, and discover an anxiety to promote the interests 
of their scholars, who are above the age of mere boys, it requires 
very little authority to enforce respect and propriety of behaviour. 
The most certain and effectual mode of discipline, or rather the best 
method of rendering discipline in a great measure useless, is by 
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who depend upon them, and who on their parts are 
not scrupulous in compounding for the reception of 
haughty and capricious language by getting as much 
money as possible out of their careless customers by 
cajoling and obsequiousness. The result is, that the 
students league to oppose the townsmen, and the 
townsmen to oppose the students. The early history 
of the University of Cambridge is marked by nothing 
more than by the frequent and violent contests between 
these two parties ;* nor is the disposition to mutual 
hostility corrected by the present practice of the tutors 
in settling for their pupils all those tradesmen's 
accounts, which pupils of such an age should beaccus- 
tomed to settle for themselves. At Oxford a decla- 
ration of war against the town's-people seems to be 
considered almost equally necessary with the signing 
of the 39 articles. They are thus denounced in the 
extracts from the statutes, with which every man is 
furnished as the guide of his conduct on first entering 
the University ; " Opptdani^ Academicis plerumque 

filling up regularly and properly the time of the student, by inter- 
esting him in the objects of his studies and pursuits, and by 
demanding, regularly and daily, aii account of his labours." 

Account of University of Glasgow^ ubi supra, p. 41, 42. The 
same volume, which contains this curious and interesting account 
of the University of Glasgow, presents similar details of the two 
Colleges, (which are also two Universities) at Aberdeen. In 
1753, we are informed, (p. 79^ 80. 90,) the plan of collegiate 
residence and of boarding at a common table was enforced upon 
the students in King's College, but w^ found to be attended with 
so many disadvantages as to be almost abandoned after a trial of a 
few years. In the German universities experience has led to the 
general disuse of commons. In them, and likewise in the univer- 
sities of Sweden and of Italy, the students live entirely in private 
lodgings* ^ 

* Dyer's Hist, of the Univ. of Cambridge^ 
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infksti et adversi^ privUegia Universitatis oppug'- 
nandi nuUam non occasionem captanV^"^ The tes- 
timony of the '* Graduate" formerly quoted is as 
follows, in reference to both the Universities : "the 
tailor, the vintner, the horse-dealer, and the whole 
race of shop-keepers, are all in union against the 
gownsman. UnHmited credit is given, and expendi- 
ture without stint is the fatal consequence.f 

It has been the usual policy of the German princes 
to establish their universities at some distance firom 
their capitals : the only exception was in the bold 
experiment, as it Was reputed, at Berlin. In all the 
towns, which depend solely or chiefly on the univer- 
sities, the students are distinguished by rude extrava- 
gancies and overbearing tyranny, combining the vices 
of rustics with those of populous and fashionable cities. 
The University of Berlin was established upon an 
opposite principle from all the rest, at the instigation 
of Wolff, Humboldt, and Miiller, and notwithstand- 
ing the temporary opposition of the minister, who 
.could not reconcile his idea^ of academical tranquillity 
and purity, with the bustle, the pleasures, and the 
dissipation of the place. " It was," says the intelli- 
gent 'traveller before cited, " the first experiment of 
setting down a crowd of wild German academicians 
in the midst of a large capital ; but the consequences 
have fully justified the sagacity of those who recom- 
mended it. The students, instead of being more 
disorderly, are less unruly than elsewhere. Their 
love of power cannot fight its way^ through such a 
population ; they are lost in the crowd, and the out- 

* Excerpta e Corp. Stat. Univ. Oxon. tit. xxi. § 15. 
^ t Enquiry into the Studies and Discipline of the two Universi- 
_ ties^ &c . p* 13» 
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rageous spirit of domineering dies out for want of 
food.— There is not in Germany a better behaved or 
more eflfective university than Berlin."* 

The conduct of the students at Edinburgh and 
Glasgow, and the terms on which they live with the 
house-keepers and tradesmen, fully confirm the same 
view. In these Universities » the office of Proctor ^^ 
so necessary, so difficult, and so perilous at Oxford 
and Cambridge, is unknown : if it existed, it would 
be a sinecure. The owners of lodging-houses, the 
shop-keepers, and other inhabitants, treat with the 
students as they would with any other customers- 
The collegians, on the other hand, being little more 
than a hundredth part of the entire population, do not 
attempt to attract notice ,or to assume importance, 
but quietly and modestly pursue their studies. The 
dealers in clothes, books, and butchers' meat, who 
would sustain no great loss in the amount of their 
incomes if the Universities were swept away, make no 
unusual attempts to entrap the students by chicanery. 
Hence the only disturbances, which have arisen in 
these cities between the town and the University, have 

* Tour in Germany, by JoHn RusseU, Esq. v. ii. p. 93. 

\ Though the office of Proctor is here called necessary. Dr. 
Knox's account of the way in which it was discharged in his time 
at Oxford^ throws some doubt upon its real utility. " A man," 
says he, ^* might be a drunkard, a debauchee, and a very ignorant 
person, and yet long continue to escape the proctor's animadversion 
and penalty ; but no virtue or regularity could 'protect you ftatu 
his severe censure, if you walked on Christ-Chuxth meadow^ or 
the High-Street, with a band tied too low, or with no band at aU, 
with a pig-tail, or with a green or scarlet coat." Lib. Education, 
V. iL p. 138. The foUowing observation of the same author may 
be quoted as showing the inefficacy of sumptuary laws in collegiate 
dbdpHne: '^ Thete wer^ few young men of fortime who did not 
keep horses in Oxford, especialfy after they had been proktbited by 
statute" D. 167. 
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originated in the suspicions of the common people 
ahout the use of dead bodies for dissection. Even 
those students, who live entirely at their own disposal, 
only going to the college to attend lectures, are at 
least as free from vice as other young men of the same 
age. The professors, instead of applying to parlia- 
ment, as the superintendants of academical education 
at Oxford and Cambridge have recently done, for 
additional powers to enforce order and good morals 
among their pupils, have almost entirely abandoned 
the use of those powers, which by their charters they 
already possess. The ease and pleasure, with which 
they discharge their functions, may in some degree be 
seen in the following declarations of one of the most 
experienced among them, " It is idleness, and want 
of interest in the pursuits in which they are engaged, 
which most commonly lead to irregularity on the part 
of the. students. Tak6 away these, inspire a love of 
study, create industrious habits, and you will at once 
supersede the invidious oflSce of proctor, and render 
obsolete all penal statutes. Occupy the student's 
time, and use the means to make him feel the spirit 
of emulation, respect for his own character, and reve- 
rence^ for his teacher, and you will greatly abridge 
the labour of discipline, so far as regards regularity 
and decorum. These are the principle's, upon which 
we endeavour to act in this University ; and it is 
creditable tb the character of youth to have it to 
observe, that they are in most cases found to be com- 
pletely efficacious.*' * 

* Outlines of FhiL Educadon^ hj Prof. Jardine of Glasgow, 
p. 398. 

The remarks of Mr. CampbeU upon the esprit de corps, and the 
bad coUective character^ acquired by young men who are eongre-^ 
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' These observations may suffice to establish and 
illustrate the statement before advanced^ that, other 
circumstances remaining the same^ the largest towns 
and most populous districts are the fittest places for 
universities. • The amount of the population is not 
the only thing to be considered. Among many 
crowded places those will be the most eligible, though 
inferior in the number and density of their population, 
which are favourable to health ; which are adapted to 
cherish a taste for rural and picturesque scenery, or 
for beautiful and magnificent works of art ; which are 
already rich in public institutions of a scientific, 
literary, or benevolent nature ; or are distinguished 
by the intellectual acquirements, the virtuous habits, 
and the public spirit of their inhabitants.* It is now 

gated for education in a small toWn or a village^ appear to be most 
just and important. See "Nen MofUJdy Magazine, for AprU, 1825, 
p. 410. . 

For a confirmation of these arguments^ as far as respects breaches 
q£ the peace^ we need not go beyond our own metropolis. The 
students of medicine^ law^ &c. in London are probably more 
numerous than aU the resident students of Oxford and Cambridge 
put together. But who ever thought of *enacting penal statutes 
and sumptuary laws^ or of appointing proctors and taxors, to regu- 
late their intercourse with the great body of the people ? In that 
countless population^ they make their bargains and transact the 
business of ordinary life on the generally received principles of 
justice and propriety ; or^ if they violate those principles^ the 
magistrates and other officers are at hand to repress them equaUy 
with aU other inhabitants. 

* Situ quid salubrius/' says Lipsius in describing Louvaine^ 
<^vel amoenius? Aer purus et ridens: loca passim vacua et 
delectantia^ prata^ agri^ vines^ luci^ et ruf^ ut sic dicam^ in ipsft 
urbe. Moenia conscende, et perambula: quAB subjecta fades? 
cujus frontem animumque non explicet ista mirabilis simul et delec- 
tabilis varietas? Hie segetes^ poma^ uv». crescunt ; hicpecudes 
balant> aut mugiunt; ibi aves garriunt et cantillant Jam pedes 
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unnecessary, it Tvould indeed be presumptuous, to 
spe^ of London, since a large body of enKgbtened 
and patriotic men have there just set on foot an insti- 
tution of the kind in question. First of all, the 
North <)f England daims attention, and next, the 
We^. What town or city, in either of these large, 
opulent, and populous districts, shall first arrive at the 
honour of containing a National University, 
mU probably depend on the inducements, which may 
be offered by the promptitude and liberality of their 
inhabitants. 

aut oculos extra moema efierunt rivuli^ aut flumen Dilia, vago 
Sexu ; sunt viJlx, aut coenobia ; est superbum illud Prstorium 
Heverl^; arboreta, aut silvae intermixt«; et ubique merae locorum 
ddicu^. Nam de bominibus civibusque, quid prsedicem ? Solem 
non videre magis ad humanitatem et benignitatem factos." Lipsii 
Lawmium, iii. 1. 

What place in the North, or in the West of England, approaches 
nearest to this inviting description ? 
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